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LETTER XXXVIt 



I 



TO THE LADY— — 

Belgra4e Viltag€, June 17. O. S. 

HEARTILY beg your ladyfhip^s pardon; 
but I really could not forbear laughing hear- 
tily at your letter, and the commiflions you 
are pleafed to honour me with. You defire 
me to buy you a Gre^k (lave, who ia to be 
miftfefi of a thoufand good qualities. The 
Greeks are fubjcfts, and not flaves. Thofc 
who are to be bought in that manner, arc 
either fuch as are taken in war, or ftolen by 
the Tartars from Ruffia, CircafEa, or Geor- 
gia, and are fuch miferable, awkward, poor 
wretches, you \trould not think any of them- 
worthy to be your houfe-maids. Tis true, 
A 2 that 
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that many thoufands were tak^n in the Mo- 
rea; hut they have been, mod of them, re- 
deemed by the charitable contributions of the 
Chriftians, or ranfomed by their own relati- 
ons at Venice. The fine flaves that wait up- 
on-, tjie great ladies, or ferve the pkafures of 
the great men, arc all bought at the age of 
eight or nine years old, and educated with 
great care, to accompfifli them in finging, 
dancing, embroidery, 6^r. They are common- 
ly Circaflians, and their patron never fells 
them,' except it is as a puniihment for fomc 
very great fault. If ever, they grorw wcarj 
of them, they ^ther prpfent them to a, friend, 
of give them their freedom. Xhofe that are 
expofed to, fale at the markets, are always 
either guilty, of fome crime, or fo entirely 
worthlefs, that they are of no ufe at all. I 
am afraid, you* will doubt; the truth of this 
account, which, t own, is very diircrent frcfei 
our common notions in England ; but it is 

no lefs truth for all th;it. Your whole 

letter is full of miftakes, from, one end to the 
ctfeeK' 1 fee you have taken your ideas of 
Turkey, from that worthy author Dumont, 

' who 
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who has wrote with equal ignorance and 
confidence. 'Tis a paigicular pleafure to me 
here,^ to read the voyages to the Levant, which 
are generally fo far removed from truth, and 
fo full of abftirdities, I am very :^^'rll diverted 
with them. They never fail giving you an 
account of the women, whom, 'tis certain, 
they never faw, aiid talking very wifely of 
the gcmtw^ftbe men, into whofe company 
they aais' »cvet admitted; ^smd very often de- 
fcribc mofques, which they dared noi even 
pcq> into. The Turks are very proud, and 
will nctt conveffc with a ftranger they are not 
affiVired is eonfidferaUe in his own country. I 
l|>etik <)f the men of diftinftion; for, as to 
the ordinary fellows, you may iij^agine what 
ideas their couverfation can give of the gene- 
ital geniiiB of th^ people. 

As to^^the ba;lrtt of Mecca, I will certainly 
fend yott fotoiej but it is ^ot fo eafily got as 
you fuppofe it, and I. cannot, in confciencc, 
advife you to mate ufe of it. I know not 
how it cotnciB to hate fuch iiniverfal applaufe. 
All the ladies of my acquaintance at London 
A3' and 
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and Vienna, have begged me to fend pots of 
it to them. I have J^ad a prefent of a fmall 
quantity (which, Fil aflure you, is very va- 
luable) of the beft fort, and with great joy ap- 
plied it ta my face, cxpefting fome wonder^ 
ful efFe£t to my advantage. The pext morn- 
ing, the change indeed was wonderful*, iliy 
face was fwelled to a very extraordinary fizc, 
and all over as red as my lady H— 's. It 
remained in this lamentable ft»te three days, 
during which, you may be fnrc^ I pafled my 
time very ill. I believed it would never be 
otherwaysj and, to add to my mortification^ 
Mr. W ' y reproached my indifcrction, 

without ceafihg. However, my face is fince 
injiatu quo'^ nay, I am told by the ladies 
here, that it is much mended by the operati- 
on, which, I confefs, I c^iaot perceive in my 
looking-glafs. Indeed, if one was to form 
an opinion of this balm from their faces, one 
Ihould think very well of it. They all make 
ufe of it, and have the lovelieft bloom in the 
world. For my part,! never intend to en- 
dure the pain of it again 5 let my complexion 
take its natural courfe, and decay in its own 

due 
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due time. I have very little efteem for me- 
dicines of this njiture ; but do as you pleafe. 
Madam; only remember, before you ufc it, 
that your face will not be fuch, as you will 
care to fhew in the dwiwing-room for fome 
days after. If one was to beheve the women 
in this country, there is a furer way of ma- 
kir^ ante's felf beloved, than by becoming 
handfome; though, you know, that's our me- 
thod. But they pretend to tbe knowledge of 
fecrets, that, by way of enchantment, give 
them the entire empire over whom they pleafe. 
For me, who am not very apt to believe in 
wonders, I cannot find faith for this. I dif- 
puted: the point laft night with a lady, who 
really talks very fenfibly on any other fubjed ; 
but fhc was downright angry with me, in 
that fhc did. not perceive,, flie had perfuaded 
me. of the truth of forty ftories fhe told me 
of this kind; and, at laft, mentioned fe- 
veral ridiciUous marriages, that there could 
be no other reafon affigned for. I aflured 
her, that, in England, wher^ we were entire- 
ly ignorant of all magick, where the climate 
is not half fo wafm^ npr the women half fo 
A 4 handfome. 
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handfome, we were uot witlrout ^our ridicu- 
lous marriages; and that we did not look 
upon it as any thing fupernatural, when a 
man played the fool, for the fate of a wo- 
man. But my arguments could not con- 
vince her againft (as (he faid) her certain^ 
knowledge. To this fhe added, that flic 
fcrupled making^ ufe of charms herfeif ; but 
that flie could da it whenever flie plea&di 
and, ftaring me in the face, faki, (with z 
very learned air) that no enchantments would 
have their effeflis upon mc; alid that there 
were fome people exempt from their power^ 
but vety few. You may imagine how I 
laughed at this difcourfc: but all the wo- 
men are of the fame opinion. They don\ 
pretend to any commerce with the devil ^ 
but only that there are certain compofitibns 
adapted to infpire lave. If one could fesid 
over a fliip-load of them, I fancy it would 
be a very quick way of raifing an eltate* 
-What would not fome ladies of our acquain- 
tance give for fuch merchandize? Adie% 

my dear lady . I cannot concludef 

my letter with a fubjeft that affbrds^ more 

delightful 
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delightful fcenes to the imagination. I leave 
jrou to figure to your&li, the extreme court 
Aat will be made to me, at my return, if 
my travels fhould furni(h me with fuch a 
ttfeful piece of learning. I am, dear Ma- 
dam, yours, drr* ire* 



€^ ^ 
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LET.. XXXVHL 



TO U R S. T> 



I 



T era of Conjlantinople^ Jan. 4. O. %% 

A M infinitely obliged to you, dear Mrs. 
T for your entertaining letter. You 

are the only one of my correfpondcnts that 
have judged right enough, to think I would 
gladly be informed of the news amongft you. 
All the reft of them tell me (almoft in the 
fame words) that they fuppofe I know every 
thing. Why they are pleafed to fuppofe in 
this manner, I can guefs no reafon, except 
they are perfuaded, that the breed of Maho- 
met's pigeons ftill fubfifts in this country, and 
that I receive fupern^ural intelligence. I 
wifli I could return your goodnefs with fomc 
diverting*accounts from hence. But I know 

not 
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II 



not what part of the fcencs here would gra- 
tify your curiofity, or whether you have any 
curiofity at all for things fo far diftant. To 
fay the truth, I am, at this prefent writing, 
«ot very much, turned for the reccUeftion 
of what is diverting, my head being whol- 
ly filled with the preparations neceflary for 
the increafe of my family, which I expe£i 
every day. You may eafily guefs at my un- 
eafy fituation* But I am, however, com- 
forted in fome degree, by the glory that 
accrues to me from it, and a refleiSion on 
the contempt 1 fliould otherwife fall un- 
der.. You-won^t know what to make of this 
fpeech; but, in this country, 'tis more dcfpi- 
cable to be married and not fruitful, tlian 
'tis with us to be fruitful before marriage. 
•They have a notion^ that whenever a wo- 
man leaves ofF bringing forth children, 'tis 
becaufefhe is too old for that bufinefs, what- 
ever her face fays to the contrary* This o- 
pinion makes the ladies here fo ready to make 
proofs. o£ their youth,^which is as neceflary, 
in order to be a received beauty y as it is 
to fhew the proofs of nobility, to be admitr 
A 6 ttil 



d by Google 



12 



L^ E^ T E' R S. 



ted knights of Malta) that they do not con- 
tent themfelves with ufing the natural mean^ 
but fly to all forts of quackeries^ to avoid th^ 
fcandal of being paft child-bearing, and of- 
ten kill themfelves by them. Without an^ 
exaggeration, all the women of my acquaint 
tance have twdve or thirteen children; and 
the old ones boaft of having had five and 
twenty, or thirty a-piece, and are refpeded 
according to the number they have produ* 
ccd When they are with child, 'tis their 

common e^preflion to fey. They hope God will 
be fo merciful as to^ fend them two. this time; 
and when I have aiked them fometimes. 
How they expefted to provide for fuch a flock 
as they defire? They anfwered. That the 
plague will certainly kill half of them ^ which, 
indeed, generally happens^ without much 
concern to the parents, who are fatisfied with 
the vaniry of having brought forth fo plenti- 
fully. The French ambaflFadrefs is forced 
to comply with this feihion as well as my* 
felf. She has not been here much above a 
year, and h^s lain in once, and is big again^ 
What is moft wonderful^ is, the exemption 

they 
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they feem'to enjoy from the curfe entailed 
on the fex. They fee all company on the day 
of their delivery, and at the fortnight's end, 
return yifit*, fet out in their jewels and new 
ctothes. I wife I may find the influence o! 
the climate in this particular. But I fear I 
fhall continue an Englifh Woman in that af- 
farr, as well as I do in my dread of fire and 
plague, which are two things very little fear* 
ed here. Moft families have had their hou-* 
fes burnt down once or twice, occafioned by 
their extraordinary way of warming them-* 
febfes, w4iicb is neither by cbimnies nor ftoves, 
but by ^ edrtalin imchine called a t^ndour^ 
thef height of two feet, in the form of a table, 
covered with a fine carpet or embroidery. 
This is made only of wood, and they put 
inta it a fmall qdzmdty .of hot afbes, and fit 
ynth their legs under the carpet. At thi» 
table they work, read, and irery often fleep ^ 
and, if they chance to dream, kick down the 
teruhur, and the hot afhes commonly fet the 
houfe on fire. There were five hundred 
hovt&s burnt in this manner about a. fortnight 
. ago^ and I have fecn fercral of the owners 

fince. 
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fince, who fcem not at all moved at fa 
commoa a- misfortune. They put their 
goods into a tarkf and fee their houfes bum^ 
with great philofophy,, their perfons being 
very feldom endangered, haying no ftairs 4P^ 
defcend. 

But, having entertained you with^ings 
I don't lite, 'tis but juft I fliould tell you 
Ibmething that pkafes me^ The climate is 
delightful itt the extremefl: degree. I am 
now fitting, this prefcnt fourth of January, 
with the windows open^ enjoying the warm 
fliine of the fun, while you are freezing over 
a fad fea-coal fire; and my chamber is fet 
out with carnations, rofesj and jonquils, freih. 
from my garden. I am alfo charmed with 
many points of the Turkifh law,, to our fhame 
be it fpoken, better defigned, and better exe- 
cuted than ours; particularly, the puniihment 
of convi£ied liars (triumphant criminals in 
our country, God knows:) They are burnt 
in the forehead with a hot iron, when they 
are proved the authors of any notorious 
falihoods. How many white foreheads 

(hould 
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fliould we fee disfigured! How many fine 
gentlemen would hp foEced. to wear their 
wigs as low as their eye-brows, were this law 
in pra£tice with us! I fhould go on to tell 
you many other parts of juftice, but I muft 
fend for my midwife. 






LET. 
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LET. XXXIX. 



TO THE COUNTESS O^— — 

Fera of ConJiantinopUy March lo. O. S. 

X HAVE not written to you, dear fitter, 
thefc many months— ^r — a great piece of 
felf-denial. But I know not where to direfl:^, 
or what part of the world you arc in. I 
have received no letter from you fince that 
fliort note of April laft, in which you tell me, 
that you are on the point of leaving England,, 
and promife me a direftion for the place you 
ftay in; but I have, in vain, expefted it till 
now ; and now I only learn from the gazettCj^, 
that you are returned, which induces me to 
venture -this letter to your houfe at London. 
I had rather ten of my letters fhould be loft, 
than you imagine I don't write ; and I think 
it is hard fortune, if one in ten don't reach 

you. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LETTERS. 17 

you. However, I am refolved to keep the co^ 
pies, as tcftimonies of my inclination, to give 
you, to the utmoft of my power, all the di» 
verting part of my travels, while you arc 
exempt from all the fatigues and inconveni- 
encies. 

In the firft place then, I wifli you joy of 
your niece i for I was brought to bed of a 
daughter * five weeks ago* I don't mention 
this as one of my diverting adveiKuresi 
though I muft own, tlut it is not half £> 
mortifying here a& in England; there being 
as much difference, as there is between a little ' 
cold in the bead, which fometimes happens 
kere, and the confumption cough, fo com* 
mon in London. No body keeps their houfe 
a month for lying in j and I am not fo fond 
of any * of our cuftoms, as to retain them 
when they are not neccflaryiL I returned 
my viiits at three weeks end, and, about four 
days ago, croiled the fea, which divides this 

place 

• Th# fHknt Cooitf tTf of Bote. .. 
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place from Conftantinople, to make a new 
cne, where I had the good fortune to pick up 
many curiofities. I went to fee the fultana 
Hafiten, favourite of the late emperor Mufta- 
phaji who, you know, (or perhaps you don't 
know) was depofed by his brother,* the reign- 
ing fultan, and died a few weeks after, being 
poifoned, as it was generally beKevcd. This 
lady was, immediately after his death, faluted 
with an abfoliite order to leave the feraglio, 
and chufe herfelf a hufband among the great 
men at the Porte. I fuppofe you may ima- 
gine her overjoyed at this propofaK—— Quite 
the contrary.— —Thefe women, who are 
called, and efteem themfelves queens, look 
upon this liberty, as the greateft difgracc 
and afiront that can happen, to them. She 
threw herfelf at the fuJtan's feet, and begged 
him to poinard her, rather than ufe his bro- 
ther's widow with that contempt. She re- 
prefcnted to him, in agonies of forrow, that 
flie was privileged from this misfortune, by 
having brought five princes into the Ottoman 
family } but all thel^oys being dead, and only 
•ne girl furviving, this excufe was not receiv- 
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ed| and (be was compelled to make her 
choice. She chofe Bekir EfFendi, then fe- 
crctaiy of ftate, and above four-fcore years 
old, to convince the world, that ftie firmly 
intended to keep the vow flic had made, of 
never fufFering a fecond hufband to approach 
her bed ; and fince flie muft honour fome fu%- 
je£k fo far, as to be called his wife, flic 
would chufe him as a mark of her gratitude, 
fince It was he that had prefented her, at the 
age of ten years, to her laft lord^. But flic 
never permitted him to pay her one vifitj 
though it is now fifteen years flie ha& been 
in his houfe, where flie pafles her time 
in un5nterru|)tcd mourning, with a con* 
ftancy very litile known in Chriftendom, 
efpecially in a widow of one and twenty, 
for flie is now but thirty-fix. She has lio 
black fiUnnchs for her guard, her hufband 
being cSa^ptd to refped her as a queen, and 
not to inquire at sJl into what is done in her 
apartment. 

I WAS led into a large room, with a fofa 
the whol? length of it^j adonicd with whit« 

marbk 
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marble pillars like a ruelle^ coTcr^d with pale 
blue figured velvet, on a filvcr ground, with 
cufliiona of the fame, where I was deBred to 
repofe, till the fultana appeared, who had 
contrived this manner of reception, to avoid 
rifing up at my entrance, though fhe made 
me ah inclination of her head, ^when t rofe 
up to her. I was very glad to obferve a la- 
dy that had been diftinguifhed by the favour 
of an emperor, to tvJiom beauties were, every 
day, prefentcd from all parts of the world. 
But flic did not feem to me to have been half 
fo beautiful as the fair Fatima I ft'w at Adri- 
anople \ though fhe liad the remains of a fine 
facc^ more decayed by fofrowtbantihie. Bkt 
her drefe was fbmething fo- furprifitigly rich, 
that I cannot foibear defcribhig it to you; 
She wore a veft calkd duahna, which difftrs 
from a €e^an by longer ieeves, afld^oMing 
over at the bottom/ It was of ttt?5pfr cloth, 
ftrait to her fhape, and thick fet, on each fide^ 
down to her feet, and round the flcevcs, with 
pearls of the beft water, of the fame fize as 
their buttons commonly are. You miift not 
tuppofe, that I mean as large as thoft of my 

Lord 
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Lord — — — , but about the bigncfir of a pea ^ 
and to thefe buttons large loops of diamonds^ 
in the form of thofe gold loops, fa common 
on birth-day coats. This habit was tied, at the 
waift, with two large tafiels of fmaller pearls, 
and round the ^rms, embroidered wit^i .large- 
diamonds. Her fhift was faiftcned at the bp&* 
torn with a great diainond, fbaped/like^» lo-, 
zenge ; her girdle as Ivoad as the broadefl 
Englifh ribband, entirely covered with dia- 
monds. Round her nci:kj Che wore three 
chains, which reached to h^r knees ; one x>i 
large pearl, at the bottoni of iji^hich^harig a fine- 
coloured emerald, as big m aitiaaikey-egg 5^ on- 
other, confilliag of. t^Q4 huwdredt emeira^ds/ 
cla(e joined together,:of3the.moft lively green, 
perfeftly majtched, every one: as*' large as' a' 
halfi<:roy^'n piece, and as thick as three crown 
pieces, and anpther of fmall en>eralds, periFe<?l- 
ly round. But her ear-rings cclipfed all the 
reft. They were two diamonds, ihaped ex- 
a£tly lik^ pilars,; as Jarge as a big hazfe-nut. 
Round hct talpochs (he had four ftrings of 
pearl——! — the whiteft and ^noft pcrfeft in 
the world, at leaft enough to make four neck- 
laces. 
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laces, every one as large as the dutfhefa of 
Marlborough's, and of the fame Ihape, faften- 
ed with two rofes, confiding of a large ruby 
for the middle ftone, and round them twenty 
drops of clean diamonds to each. Befides 
this, her hcad-drefs was covered with bodkins 
of emeralds and diamonds. Sh6 wore large 
diamond bpcelcts, and had five rings on her 
fingers (except Mr. Pitt's) the iargeft I ever 
faw in my life. 'Tis for jewellers to com- 
pute the value of thefe things ; but according 
to the common eftimation of jewels, in out 
part of the world, her whole drefs muft be 
worth a hundred thoufand pounds fterling. 
This I am fure of, that no European queen 
has half the quantity ; and the emprefs's jew- 
els, though very fine,- would look very mean 
near hers. She gave me a dinner of fifty 
difhes of meat, which (after their fafhion) 
were placed on the table but one at a time, and 
was extremely tedious. But the magnificence 
of her table anfwered very well to that of her 
drefs. The knives were of gold, and the hafts 
fet with diamonds. But the piece of luxury 
which grieved my eyes, was the table-cloth 

and 



d by Google 



LETTERS. 2i 

and napkins, which were all tiffany, embroider- 
ed with filk and gold, in the fineft manner, 
in natural flowers. It was with the utmoft 
regret that I made ufe of thefe coftly napkins, 
which were as finely wrought as the fineft 
"handkerchiefs that ever came out of this coun- 
try. You may be fure, that they were en- 
tirely fpoiled before dinner was over. The 
flierbet (which is the liquor ^hey drink at meals) 
was ferved in china bowls j but the covers 
and falvers mafly gold. After dinner, water 
was brought in gold bafons, and towels of 
the fame kind with the napkins, which I ve- 
ry unwillingly wiped my hands upon, and 
coffee was ferved in china, with gold /ou' 
coups\<. 

The Sultana fcemed in a very good hu- 
mour, and talked to me with the utmoft ci- 
vility. I did not omit this opportunity of 
learning all that 1 poffibly could of the feraglio, 
which is. fo entirely unknown amongft us. 

She 

I Saucers. 
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Sh€ affured me, that the ftory of tlie Sultanas 
ti towing a handkerchirf^ is altogether fabulous; 
^n6^ tht manner, upon that occafion, no other 
than this : He fends the ky/lir aga^ to fignify 
to the lady the honour he intends her. She 
is rmmedfatciy complimeilted upon it, by^tJie 
others, andle^to the bath /where ftie is perfumed 
and' drefled in a moft bccommg manner. The 
emperor precedes his vifit by a royal prefent, 
and then comes into her apartment: neither 
is ther^ ^nj luch thing as her creeping in at 
the bed's foot. She faid, that the firft he 
made choice 6f was always after the firft in 
rank, and not the mother of the eldeft fon, 
as other writers would make us believe. Some- 
times the fultan diverts himfelf in the com* 
pany of all his ladies, who ftand in a circle 
round him. And (he confeffed, they were 
ready to die with envy and jealoufy of the 
happy Jhe^ that he diftinguiftied by, any appear- 
ance of preference. But this feemed to me 
neither better nor worfe than the circles in 
moft courts, where the glance of the monarch 
is watched, and every fmile is waited for 

with 
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Jmth impatience, and €nvied4>y thofe who can- 
not obtain it. 

S|iE never mentioned the fultan withoirt 

tears in her eyes, yet ihe feem'ed Tcry fond 

^f the difcourfc. " My paft happinefs, faid 

** Jbe^ appears a dream to me. Yet I cannot 

^* forget, that I was beloved by the greateft 

^* and moft lovely of mankind. I was cho- 

^* icn from all the reft, to make all his cam- 

** paigns with him ; and I would not furvivc 

** him, if I was not paffionately fond of the 

•* princefs my daughter. Yet all ray tender- 

** nefs for her was hardly enough to make 

** me prefcrve my life. When I left him, I 

** pafled a whole twelvemonth without fee* 

** ing the light. Time has foftcned my def- 

" pair \ yet I now pafs fome days every week 

•* in tears, devoted to the memory of my ful- 

*^ tan.'* There was no affeftation in thefe 

words. It was eafy to fee fhe was in a deep 

melancholy, though her good humour made 

her willing to divert me. 

She afked me to wayc in her garden, and 
Vol. II. * B one 
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one of her flavcs immediately brought her a 
fellies of rich brocade lined witK fables. I 
waited on her into the garden, which had no- 
thing in it remarkable but the fountains; and 
from thence flic fliewed me all her apart- 
ments. In her bed-chamber, her toilet was 
difplayed, confiftingof twolooking-glaflcs, the 
frames covered with pearls, and her mgbt 
talpoche fet with bodkins of jewels, and near 
it three vefts of fine fables, every, one of 
which is, at leaft, worth a thoufand dollars, 
(two hundred pounds Englifli money.) I don't 
doubt but thefe rich habits were purpofe- 
ly placed in fight, though they feemed 
negligently thrown on the fofa. When I 
took my leave of her, I was complimented 
with perfumes, as at the grand vizier's, and 
prefented with a very fine embroidered hand- 
kerchief. Her flaves were to the number of 
thirty, befides ten little ones, the eldeft: not 
above feven years old. Thefe were the mo{l 
beautiful girls I ever faw, all richly drefled; 
an(i I obferved that the fultana took a great 
deal of pleafure in thefe lovely children, which 
is a vaft expence; for there is not a handfome 

girt 
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girl of that age, to be bought under a hundred 
pounds fterling. They wore little garlands 
of flowers, and their own hair, braided, which 
was all their head-drefs; but their habits were 
all of gold fluffs. Thefe fcrved her coffee 
kneeling, brought water when iht wafhed, 
&c. — ^Tis a great part of the bufinefs of the 
- older flives to take care of thefe young girls^ 
to learn them to embroider, and to ferve them 
as carefully as if they were children of the 
family. Now do you imagine I have enter- 
tained you, all this while, with a relation, 
tliat has, at leaft, received many imbellifh- 
ments from my hand ? This, you will fay, is 
but too like the Arabian tales.-^Thefe em- 
broidered napkins! and a jewel as large as a 
turkey's egg! — You forget, dear filler, thofe ve- 
ry tales were written by an author of this 
country, and (excepting the enchantments) 
are a real reprefentation of the manners here. 
We travellers are in very hard circixmftances: 
If we fay nothing but what has been faid 
before us, ive are, dull^ and we have obferved 
nothing. If we tell any thing new, we are 
laughed -at as fabuhus and romantic^ not al- 
B 2 lowing 
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lowing cither for the difference of r^ks^ Vhick 
affords difference of compuny, or more i:urio« 
Citji or the change of cuftdms, chat happen 
every twenty years in ctcry country^ But 
the truth 13, people judge of travellers^ exa£t* 
ly with the fame candour, good natut«> aik! 
impartiality they judge of their neighbours ttp*- 
on all occafions. Fxx my partj if I li?e to 
return amotigft you, I am fo wdl aoq^iunteii 
with the morals of ail my dear frienda imd ac^ 
quaititancei, that I am rofoiTcd to teU them 
nothing at all, toav^oid the imputation, (irhicfa 
their charity Would certainly inclitic thetn to) 
of my telling too much. But I depend vipcm 
your knowing me eiH>iiigK» to believe whatever 
I fcridufly atfcrt for ttuth^ though I give you 
heave to be furprifed at ari account fo jiew lo 
you. But what would you fay, if I told you, 
that I have been itt a haram, were the winter 
apartment was wainfcoted with inlaid work 
of mother of pearl, ivory of different coloufa, 
and olive Wood, exaAly like the littte boxes 
you have fecn brought out bf t^is country ; 
and in whofe rooms defigued for fummer, the 
walls are all cruftcd with Japaft china, tl^e 

roofs 
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roofs gilt, and the floqrs fpread with the fi- 
iieft Perfian cairpets? Yet there is nothing more 
tf^^i fuch 1$ the palace pf my tovdjr friend, 
the fair Fatin^a, whom I was acquainted with 
jit Adrianoplc. I went to vifit her ycfter- 
4ay; and) if poffible,ihe appeared toipe band- 
ibmer than before* She met me at the doop 
of her cH$(mber> a»dj| gniAg me her band 
vitb the beft grace in the world > Tou Chrif- 
tian Ia£c8 (faid fhe with a fmi)e that mado 
her as beautiful aa an angel) have the reputa- 
tion of incmiftancy> and I did not expe£l;, 
whatever geodnefs you exprefied for me at 
Adrianopk, that I fhould ever fee you again. 
But I am now convinced tiikat I: have really 
the happinefr of pleafing you ; and, if you 
knew how I fpcak of yoa amongft our ladies, 
you would be ailured, that you do me juftice 
in fhaktng ntc your friend.. She placed me 
in the corner of the fofa, and I fpent the af- 
,tcmoon in her converXation, with the greateft 

pleasure in the world.. The Caltana Hafitcn 

is, what one would naturally expeft to find 
a Turkifli Ikdy,^ wiHing to oblige, but not 
lowing hear to go about itj and -tis eafy 
* .- B 2 ^^ 
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to fee, in her manner, that flie has lived ex- 
cluded from the world. But Fatima has all 
the politenefs and good breeding of a court, 
with an air that infpires, at once, refped^ and 
tendemefs; and now that I underftand her 
language, I find her wit as agreeable as her 
beauty. She is very curious after the man- 
ners of other countries, and has not that par- 
tiality for her own, ib common in little minds. 
A Greek that I carried with me, who had ne- 
ver feen her before, (nor could have been ad- 
mitted now, had (he not been in my train,) 
ihewed that furprife at her beauty and man- 
ners, which is unavoidable at the firft %ht^ 

and faid to me in Italian, This is no Tur^ 

kijb ladj^Jhe is certainly fome . Chrijiiun, 
Fatima gucfled fhe fppke of her, and a(ked„ 
what (he faid. I would not have told her, 
thinking (he would have been no better pleaf- 
ed with the compliment, than one of pur 
court beauties to be told flie had the air of a 
Turk. But the Greek lady told it to her 5 
and (he fmiled, faying, // is not tbefirfi time 
I have heard fo,: my mother was a Poloneze^ 
taken atthe fiege of Caminiecj and my father 

^Mfed 
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ufid to rally mejfayingy He believed his Chrif- 
tian wife had found fome Chrijiian gallant \ 
for that I had not the air of a Turkifb girl.^^ 
I aflured her, that if all the Turkifli ladies 
were like her, it was abfolutely neceflary to 
confine them from publick view, for the re- 
pofe of mankind; and proceeded to tell her, 
what a noife fuch a [face as hers would make 
in London or Paris. / can't believe youj it-- 
plied fhe agreeably ; if beauty was fo much va- 
lued in your count ry^ as you fay^ they luould 
never have fuffered you to leave it. 
Perhaps, dear fifter, you laugh at my vanity 
in repeating this compliment; but I only do 
it, as I think it very well turned, arid give it 
you as an inftance of the fpirit of her conver- 
fation. Her houfe was magnificently furnifh- 
cd, and very well fancied; her winter rooms 
being furniflied with figured velvet, on gold 
grounds, and thofe forfummer, with fine In- 
dian quilting embroidered with gold. The 
houfes of the great Turkifli ladies are kept 
clean with as much nicety as thofe in Hol- 
land. This was fituated in a high part of the 
town; and from the window of her fummer 
B 4 apartment. 
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apartment, wc had the profpe£i of the fcaj^ 
the tflands, and the Afian mountains.— —M^ 
letter is infenfiWy grown fo long, I am afham- 
ed of it. This is a vcry^bad fymptom. *Tis 
well if I don*t degenerate into a downright 
ftory-teller. It may be, our proverb, that 
knowledge is no burden, may be true, as to 
one's felf $ but knowing too much, is rery apt 
to make u$ troublefome to other people. 



I am, ift* &f^ 



L E T- 
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>.^ifc Pera^ March i(J. O. S. 

AM Extremely ple^fcd, my dear lady, 
that you hait.%,at iengtlij found a commiffion 
for. me, tiiat lean anfwer, without difappoint- 
ing youf ^^pe^atlPP^ I though I muft tell 
T^u, that it U npt fo eaCy as perhaps you 
think it J and that if my curiofity.had not 
been more diligent than any other ftranger*s 
has ever yet h^e^^ I m*ift have anfweredyou 
with an exca)Ce» a«> I ^jts forced td do, when 
you defired me to buy you a Greek flave. I 
have got for ypu, as you defirej a Turkic 
love-letter,- which I h^vc putinta a'littfe>t©x, 
and ordered the captain of the Smyrniote to ' 
deliver it to you with this tet<er< '-TSe 
tranflation of it ie literally as ^follows t Tlie 
B 5 ' firft 
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firft piece you fliould pull out of the purfe, 
is a little pearl, which, is in Turkiih called In^ 
gif and muft be undcrftood in this manner: 

Ingi, I Senfin Uzellerin gingi 

Pearl, I Faireft of the young. 

Carcmfil, i Caremfilfen cararen yok 
. Chve^ , I Conge gulfum timarin yok 
Benfeny chok than feverim 
Senin benden, habcrin yok. 

.J 
Tm are as Jlender as the clove f 
Tou are an unblown ro/ef 
I have long loved you, and you have neit 
known it I 

Pul> j Dcrdimc derman bul 

Jonquily * Have pity on my pajjion! 

Kahat, j BirUlnim fahat fahat 
Fapet% \} . I faint every hour ! 

jgrmus^ I Vcr bl?c bir umut - ♦ 

Pear, ^ Give me ffme Jfope^ 

Jab»n, 

V 
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Jabuir, j Derdinden oldum zabun 

Soap^ j / amjiek with love, 

Chcmur, [ Ben oliyim-fize umur 
Codl^ I May I die, and all my years be 

yours i 

Gul, I Ben aglarum fen gul 

-rf rofe, I May you be pleafed^ and your for* 

rows mine! 

Hafir, j- CHiim fana yazir 

AJiraw^ \ Suffer me to be your Jlave. 

Jo ho, j Uftune bulunmaz pahu 

Ckth^ I Tour price is not to be found. 

Tartfin- J Scn^hclbcnchek^imfeninhargin 

Cinnamon, \. Bitt n^y fortune is yours. 

Giro, I Efking-ilcn oldum ghira 

A match^ * j / burn, I burnl my flame con- 
fumes me! 

Sirma, ^ j Uzunu bcnden d yirma . 
Goldthread, \ Don*t turn away your face, 

B 6 Satch, 
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Satch^ I Bazmazum tatch 
Hairf I Crown of my head ! 

Uzunij I Benlm iki Guzum 
GrapCy ' My eyes i 

Till, I Ulugorum tcz ghel 

Goidwire, I / die come quickly. 

And, by way of poftfcript: 

Bcber, I Bize bir ^gm haber 
Pepper, I Send me an anfmer. 

To u fee this let!ter is all ia verfe, and I 
cm aflure you, there is as much fancy ihevn 
in the choice of them, as in the moft ftudied 
citpreffions of o^nr letters ; there being, I be- 
lieve, a million of vcrfcs defigned for this ufe. 
There is no colour, no flowerj no weed, no 
fruit, herb, pebble, or feather, th^t has not a 
verfe belonging to it; and you may quarrel, 
reproach, or fend letters of paflion, friend- 
fhip, or civility, or even of new^, without e- 
ver inking your fingers. 
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I FAKCT you arc now wondering at my 
profound learning; but^alas! dear Madant^ 
I am almoft fallen into the misfortune fo com- 
mon to the ambitious; while they are cm- 
ployed on diftant infignificant conquefts a* 
broad, a rebellion ftarts up at home; ■ t 
am in great danger of lofing my Englifh. I 
find 'tis not half fo eafy to me to write in it, 
as it was a twelrenwnth ago. I am forced 
to ftudy for erprelfions, and vmuft leave off 
all other languages, and try to learn my mo- 
ther tongue. ^ Human underftanding is as 
much limited as human power, or human 
ftrength. The memory can retain but a cer- 
tain number of images ; and it is as impoi&-> 
ble for human nature to be perfeQ: maftcr of 
ten different languages, as to have^ in perfeft 
fubjeS:ion, ten different kingdoms,' or to fight 
againft ten men at % time; I am afraid I 
fliatl at laft ]^now none as I {hould do. I live 
in a place, that very, well reprefents the tower 
of Babel: in Pera they fpeak Turkifh, Grcek^ 
Hebrew, Armenian, Arabic, Perfian, Ruflian^ 
Sclavonian, Walachian, German, Dutch> 
French, Engliih, Italian, Hungarian^ and, 

what 
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what IS worfc, there are ten of thcfe languj^es • 
fpoken in my own family* My grooms ar^ 
Arabs, my footmen French, Engliih, and Ger- 
mans;, my nurfe an Armenian, my houfe-maids 
Ruffians ; half a dozen other fenrants Greeks^ 
my ftiward an Italian; my j[anizarie& Turks f 
fo that I liv£ in the perpetual hearing of 
this medley of founds, which produces a very 
extraordinary tffc£k. upon the people that are 
born here; for they learn all thefe languages 
at the fame time, and without knowing any 
of them well enough to write or read, in it. 
There ^re very few men, women, or even 
children here„ that have not the fame compafs 
of words in five or fix of them.. I know, 
myfelf, feveral infants of three or four years 
old, that fpeak Italian, French, Greek, Tur- 
kifti, and Ruffian, which laft tfecy learn of 
their nurfcs, who arc generally of that coun- 
try. This fecms almoft incredible to you, 
and is, in my mind, one of the moft curious 
things in this country, and take* oflF very much 
from the merit of our ladies, who fet up for 
fuch extraordinary geniufes, upon the credit 

of 
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of fomc fupcrficial knowledge of French and 
Italian. 



As I prefer Englifb to all the red, I am 
extremely mortified at the daily decay of it 
in my head, where Yll affure you (with, 
grief of heart) it is reduced to fuch a fmall 
number of words, I cannot recolleil any to- 
lerable phrafe to conclude my letter with, 
and am forced to tell your ladyfhip very 
bluntly, that I am, 

Yours, itc. ire. 



LE T. 
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LET. XLL 

ISO THB COUKT^I^ OR B ' l - ^ * ^" 

Jy,T length I Iwre hewl irim my dear 

Lady B ^^.for the firll time- I amper^ 

fuaded you have had the goodnefs to write 
before,, but I have had the ill-fortune to lofe 
your letters. Since my laft| I have ftaid quiet*- 
ly at Conftantinople, a city that I ought in^ 
confcience fo give your ladyfhip a right notion; 
ofi fince I know you can have none but what? 
is partial and miftaken from the writings of 
travellers. Tis certain, there are many people 
that pafe years in Pera, without having ever 
feen it, and yet they all pretend to defcribe 
St. Pera, Tophana, and Galata, wholly inha- 
bited by French Chriftians.(and which, toge- 
ther, make the appearance of a very fine 
town), are divided from it by the fea, which 
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la not above balf fo broid ^ the broiuleft port 
of the Thames; -but the GhrUlian men are 
^athto hazard the adventures they ibmetimet 
meet with ^tnaa!g(i the Jevents Of ieamen^ 
(worfe monflers than oor watermen) and the 
women maft cover their faces to go there», 
which thej have a perfed averfion to do. 
Tia tme, they wear veils in P€ra> but they 
are ftidt a$ oi^ £rrve to Ibew their beauty 
to more advantag^aod voul4 <^^ b^ permitted 
in Cooftamsnopk. TheCe leafoos deter al» 
moft every creiature from Seeing it; ^md the 
French ambafladrefs yrSi returia to France (I 
believe) without ever having been there* 
Toull wonder, Madai% ito hear me add^ that 
I Jjave been theve ^ery often. The afinacki 
or Turkifli veil, is become not only very eafyi 
but a^eeaUe to me; and, if it was not, I 
would be content to endure fomc incooveni* 
eacy, to gratify a paflkm that is become fo 
powerfiif with me, ^ curiofity. And, vob^ 
deed, the pleafure of going in a barge to Cbel- 
fea, is not comparable to that of rowing upon 
the canal of the fea here, where, for twenty 
miles together, down the Bofphonis, the moft 

beautiful 
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beautiful variety of profpe£is prefent them-* . 
felves. The Afian fide is covered with fruit- 
trees, villages, and the moft delightful hnd-^ 
fkips in nature; on the European,, ftands 
Conftantinople, iituated en feven hiUs-^The 
unequal heights make it feem as large agaii^ 
as it is i(though one of the largeft cities in- 
the world) fhcwing an agreeable nuxture of 
gardens, pine and cyprefs-trecs, palaces,, 
mofques, and publick buildings, raifed one a-^ 
bove another, with as much beauty and ap« 
pearance of fymmetry, as your ladyfhip ever 
faw in a cabinet, adorned by the. moft fkilful ^ 
hands, where jars Ihew themfelves above jars, 
mixed with caniiters, babies anfl candlefticks* 
This is a 'veiy odd comparifon ; but it gives 
me an exad idea of the thing. I have take& 
cafe to fee as much of the feraglio as is to. 
be feen. It is on a point of land runnirtg in^ 
to the fea; a palace of prodigious extent, bu( 
very irregular. The ggrdeus take in a large 
compafs of 'ground, full of high cyprefs-trees, 
whidh is all I know of thenu The b>iildings 
are all of white ftone, leaded oa the; top, with 
gilded turrets ^nd fpixcs, which look very 
. . magnificent ; 
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magnificent;- and, indeed, I beliere there is 
no Chriftian king's palace half fo large. There 
are fix large courts in it, all built round, and 
fet with trees, having galleries of ftonej one 
of thefe for the guard, another for the flaresy 
another for the officers of the kitchen, another 
for the {tables, the fifth for the divan, and the 
fixth for the apartment deftined for audi* 
ences. On tht ladies fide, there are, at leafl, 
as many more, with diftin£l courts belonging 
to their eunuchs and attendants^ their kit- 
chens, itt. 

The next remarkable flru£lure is that o£ 
Su Sophia, which 'tis Tcry difficult to fee. I 
was forceed to fend three times to the eaimai' 
ranty (the governor of the town) and he afTem- 
bled the chief effendisy or hci^ds of th^ law, 
and inquired of the muftis whether is was 
lawful to permit it. They pafled fome days 
in this important debate; but t infifting on 
my reque^^^, permiffion was granted. I can't 
be informed why the Turks arc more delicate.^ 
on the fubjeft of this mofque, than on any 
pf the othersy where what Chriftian pleafes 

may 
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may enter without fcruplc. I fancy thtj i- 
magine, that, kaving been once confecrated, 
people, on pretence of curiofity might pro- 
fane it with prayers, parttcukrly to thofe 
faints, who arc ftill very ▼ifible in Mofaic 
work, and no other way defaced but by the 
decays of time;' for it is abfolutely falfe, 
though fo univerAilly afTerted, that the Turks 
defaced all the images that they found in the 
eity. The dome of St. Sophia is faid to be 
one hundred and thirteen feet diameter, built 
'tapon arches^ fuftainedl>y vaft pillars of mar- 
blcj the pavement and ftair-cafe marble. 
There are two rows of galleries, fupported 
with pillars of party-colouted marble, and the 
whole roof Mofaic work, part of which de- 
cays very vaft,^ and drops down. They pre- 
fented me a handfuLof it;. it$ cQmpofition 
fcems to mc a fort of glafs, or that paftc with 
which they make counterfeit jewels. They 
ibew here the tomb of the emperor Con- 
ftantine, for which they have a great vene*« 
ration. 

% 
Thjs is a dull, tmperfea tWcriptioft, of 
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thiS' celebrated buiidlng; but I tmderftaiid 
ardiit^ure fo Ihtk^ that I am afraid of talk- 
11% nojrtfcnfe, iii endeavouring to fpeak of it 
particularly. Perhaps I am in the wrongs 
but fome Turkifli mofques pleafe me better. 
That of fultan Seaman is an exaft fquare, 
with four fine towers in the angles 5 is the 
Trtiidft is a noble cupola, fUppOfted with beau- 
tifur marble pillars; two leffer at the ends, 
fupported in the fame manner; the pavement 
and gallery round the mofque, of marble; 
under the great cupola is a fountain, adorn- 
fcd with fuch fine coloured pillars, that I can 
hardly think them natural marble; on one 
Iide is the pulpit, of white marble, and on 
the other, the little gallery for the grand fig- 
nior. A fine ftair-cafe leads to it, and it is 
built up with gilded lattices. At the upper 
end is a fort of altar, where the name of God 
IS written; and, before it, (land two candle- 
flicks, as high as a man, with wax candles as 
thick as three flambeaux. The pavement is 
fpread with fine carpets, atid the mofqiie iU 
luminated with a vaft number of lamps. The 

coiirt leading to it !» very fpicious, with 

galleries 
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^ galleries of marble, of green columns, covers 
^d with twenty-eight leaded cupolas on two 
fides, and a fine fountain of bafins in the 
midft of it. 

This defcription may ferve for all the 
mofques in Conftantinople. The model is 
exactly the fame, and they only differ in 
largenefs and richnefs of materials. That of 
the fultana Valida is the largeft of all, built 
entirely of marble, the moll prodigious, and, 
I think, the moft beautiful ftrudlure I ever 
faw, be it fpoken to the honour of our fex, 
ifor it was founded by the mother of Maho- 
met IV. Between friends, Paul's church would 
make a pitiful figure near it, as any of our 
fquarcs would do near the atlerdariy or place 
of horfes, {at fignifying a horfe in Turkifti.) 
This was the hippodrome^ In the reign of 
the Greek emperors. In the midft of it is. a 
brazen column, of three ferpents twifted to- 
gether, with their mouths gaping. Tis im- 
poflible to learn why fo odd a pHlar was c- 
refted-, the Greeks, can tell nothing but fa- 
bulous legends, when they are afked the mean- 
ing 
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ing of it, and there is no fign of its having 
-ever had <iny infcription. At tbc upper end 
is an obeHik of porphyry, probably brought 
from Egypt, the hieroglyphics all very entire, 
'which I look upon as mere ancient puns. It 
is placed on four little brazen pillars, upon a 
pedeftal of fquare free^ftone, full of figures in 
bas-relief on two fides; one fquare irprefent- 
ing a battle, another an aflembly>. The others 
have infcription* in Greek and Latin; the 
laft I t<tok in my pocket-book, and it is iis 
follows: 

Difficilis ^uondam^ dominis parere ferenis 
Jujfusy et extinElis palmam port are tyrannis 
Omnia Theodofio ceduntj fobolique perennu 

Tour lord will interpret thefe lines.^ Don't 
fancy they are a love-letter to him. 

All the figures have their heads on; and 
I cannot forbear reflefting again on the im- 
pudence of authors, who all fay they have not;, 
but I dare fwear the greateft part of them 
never faw them; but took the report from 

the 
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the Greeks, who refift, with incredible fofti« 
tude, the omviAioa of their own «yes, when- 
ever they have invented lies to the diihonour 
cf their enemies. Were you to bdicve them» 
there 18 liothii^ worth feeing in Conftanti^ 
nople, but San£^a Sophia, though there are 
fcvcral larger, and, in Hiy opinion, more bcati- 
-dfal mofqaes in that city. That of fuhan 
Achmet has this particularity, that its gates 
fure of brafs. In all tfaefe naof(}ues there arie 
little chapels, where are the tombs of the 
founders and their families, with wax can* 
dies burning before them. 

The exchanges are all noble buildings, 
full of fine alleys, the greateft* part fupport- 

ved with pillars, and kept wonderfully neat. 

Every trade has its diftinft alley, where the 
merchandize is difpofed, in the fame order as 

in the New Exchange at London. * The be^ 

fiften^ or jewellers quarter, (hews fo much 
riches, fuch a vaft quantity of diamonds, and 
all kinds of precious ftones, that "they dazzle 
the fight. The embroiderers' is alfo very 
glittering, and people walk here as much for 

diverfion 
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diverfion as budnefs. The markers are inolt 
of them handfome fquares, and aduiirably 
well provided, perhaps better dian in any o- 
ther part of the world. 

I KNOW, you'll expeft I fliould fay fome- 
thing particular of the flaves ; and you will 
imagine me half a Turk, when I don't fpeak 
of it with the fame horror other Chrif- 
tians have done before me. But I cannot for- 
bear applauding the humanity of the Turksv 
to thefe creatures; they are never ill ufed, 
and their flavery is, in my opinion, no worfe 
than fervitiide all over the world. 'Tis true, 
they have no wages-, but they give them year- 
ly clothes to a. higher value than our falarics 
to our ordinary fervants. But 'you'll object, 
that men buy women ivith an eye to evil. In. 
my opinion, they are bought and ibid as pub- 
lickly, and as infamoufly, in all our Chriftian 
great cities. *• 

I MUST add to the defcription of Conflan- 
tinople, that the h'ljiorical pillar is no more. 
It dropped dowi;i about two years before I 

Vol. II. C came 
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came to this part of the world. I have fecfi 
no other footfteps of antiquity, except the 
aquedufts, which are fo vaft, that I am apt 
to )5elieve they are yet more ancient than the 
Greek empire. The Turks indeed have clap- 
ped in fome ftones with Turkifh infcriptions, 
to give their natives the honour of fo great a 
work; but the deceit is eafily difcovered.— 
The other publick buildings are the hanns 
and monafteries ; the firft are very lai;ge and 
numerous; the fecond few in number, and 
not at all magnificent. I had the curiofity 
to vifit one of them, and to obfervc the devo- 
tions of the dcrvifcs, which are as whimfical 
as any at Rome. Thefe fellows have permif- 
fion to marry, but are confined to an odd ha- 
bit, which is. only a piece of coarfe white 
cloth, wrapped about them, with their legs 
and aims naked. Their order has few other 
rules, except that of performing their fanta- 
ftic rites, every Tuefday and Friday, which 
is done in this mannei^Tbey meet together 
in a large hall, where they all ftand with 
their eyes fixed on the ground, and their 
arms acrofs, while the imaum or preacher reads 

part 
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part of the Alcoran from a pulpit placed in the 
midfl:5 and when he has done, eight or ten 
of them make a melancholy concert with their 
pipes, which are no unmufical inflruments. 
Then he reads again, and makes a fliort ex- 
pofition on what he has read-, after which 
they fmg and play, 'till their fuperior (the on- 
ly one of them drefTed in green) rifes and be- 
gins a foit of folemn dance. They all ftand 
abcmt him in a regular figure; and while 
fome play, the others tie their robe (which is 
very wide) fnft round their waift, and begin 
to turn round with an amazing fwiftnefs, and 
yet with great regard to the mufick, moving 
flower or fafter as the tune is played. Thij 
lafts above an hour, without any of them 
ihewing the lead appearance of giddinefe, 
which is not to be wondered at, when it rs 
confidered, they are all ufed to it from their 
infancy; moft of them being devoted to this 
way of life from their birth: Tho^e turned 
amongft them fome little dervifes, of fix or 
feven years old, who feemed no more difor- 
dered by that exercife than the- others. At 
the end of the ceremony, ihey fliout out, 
C 2 there 
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' There is no other gody hit Gody and Mahomet 
his prophet ; after which, they kifs the fupe- 
rior's- hand, and retire. Tire whole is per^ 
formed with the mod folemn gravity. No- 
thing can be more auftere than the form of 
thcfe people j they never raife their eyes, and 
fcem devoted to contemplation. And as ri- 
diculous as this is in defcription, there is 
fomcthing touching in the air of fubmiflion 

and mortification they affume. — ^ IThis 

letter is of a horrible length ; but you may 
burn it when you have read enough, drr. 
he. 






LET. 
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LET. XLII. 



TO THE COUNTESS OF- 



X AM now preparing to leave Conftanti- 
nopki and perhaps you will accufe mc of 
hypocrify, when I tell you 'tis with regret; 
but as I am ufed to the air, and have learnt 
the language, I am eafy herej^ and as much. 
as I love travelling, I tremble at the incon- 
reniendes attending fo great a journey, with 
a numerous family, and a little infant hang- 
ing at the bread. However, I endeavour, 
upon this occafion, to do, as I hav^ hitherto 
done in all the odd turns of my life; turn 
them, if I can, to my diverfion. In order to 
this, I ramble every day, wrapped up in my 
ferigee and ajihack^ about Cpnftantinople, and 
amufe myfcif with feeing all that is curious 
in it.. I knovp: you will expect that this de- 
C 3 claration 
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claration fhould be followed with fome ac- 
count of what I have feen. But I am in no 
humour to copy what has been writ fo often 
over. To what purpofe fhould I tell you, 
that Conftantinople is the ancient Byzanti- 
um? that 'tis at prefent the conqueft of a 
race of- people, fuppofed Sythians ? that there 
arc five or fix thoufand mofques in it? that 
Sanfta Sophia was founded by Juftinian ? be* - 
ni aflure you, *tis not for want of learning, 
that I forbear writing all thefe bright things. 
I could alfo, with very little trouble, turn 
over Knolles and Sir Paul Rycaut, to give 
you a lift of Turkifli emperors; but I will 
not tell you what you may'find in erery au- 
thor that has writ of this country. I am 
more inclined, out of a true female fpirit of 
contradidion, to tell you the fal&ood of a 
great part of what you find in authors; as, 
for inftance, in the admirable Mr. Hill, who 
fo gravely aflerts, that he faw, in S.anAa So- 
phia, a fweating pillar, very balfamic for dif- 
ordered heads. There is not the leaft tra- 
dition of any fuch matter; and I fuppofe it 
was revealed to him in vifion, during his 

wonderful 
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wonderful (lay in the Egyptian catacombs; 
for I am fure he never heard of any fuch 
miracle here. 'Tis alfo very pleafant to ob- 
ferve how tenderly he and all his brethren 
voyage- writers lament the miferable contine- 
ment of the Turkifh ladies, who are perhaps 
mor^ free than any ladies in the univerfe, 
and are the only women in the world that 
lead a life of uninterrupted pleafure, exempt 
from cares, their whole time being fpent in 
vifiting, bathing, or the agreeable amufemcnt 
of fpending money, and inventing new faflii- 
ons. A hufband would be thought mad, that 
ciaftsd any degree of ceeonomy from his 
wife, whofe cxpences are no way limited, 
but by her own fancy. 'Tis his bufinefs to 
get money, and hers to fpend it: and this 
noble prerogative extends itfelf to the very 
meaneft of the fex. Here is a fellow that 
carries embroidered handkerchiefs upon his 
back to fell. And as, miferable a figure as 
you may fuppofe fuch a mean dealer, yet Til 
aflure you, his wife fcorns to wear any thing 
Icfs than cloth of gold 5 has her ermine furs, 
^od a very handfome fet of jewels for ht r 
C 4 head* 
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head. Tis true, they have no places but 
the bagnios, and thefe can only be feen by 
their own fex ;. however, that is a diveriion 
they take great pleafuxG in. 

I WAS, three days ago, at one of the fined, 
in the town, and had the opportunity of fee- 
ing a Turkifli bride received there, and all 
the (Ceremony ufed on that occafion, which 
Jiiade me recoiled the cpithalamium of Helen, 
by Theocritus ; and it fccms to me, that the 
fame cuftoms have continued ever fince. All 
the iTic-friends, relations and acquaintance o£ 
the two families, newly allied, meet at tHfe 
bagnjo ; fcveral others go, out of curiofity, 
and I believe, there were that day two hundred 
women. Thdfe that were, or had been mar- 
ried, placed themfelves round the rooms, on 
the marble fofas j but the virgins very haftUy 
threw off their clothes, and appeared without 
other ornament or covering, than their own 
long hair braided with pearl or ribbon. Two 
of them met the bride at the door, condufted 
by her mother and another grave relation. < 
She was a beautiful maid of about feventeen, 

very 
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very richly drefled, and fliining with jewels, 
but was prefently reduced to the date of na- 
ture. Two others filled filver gilt pots with 
perfume, and began the proceffion, the reft 
following in pairs, to the number of thirty. 
The leaders fung an epithalamium, anfwcred 
by. the others ia chorus, and the two laft led 
die fair bride, her eyes fixed on the ground, 
with a charming affeftation of modefty. In 
this order they marched round the three large 
rooms of .the bagnio. 'Tis not cafy to repre- 
fent to you, the beauty of this fight, moft of 
them being well proportioned and white Ikin- 
ned 5 all of them perfeftly fmooth and polifii- 
cd by the frequent ufe of bathing. After ha- 
ving made their tour, the bride was again led 
to every matron round the rooms, who fain- 
ted her with a compliment and a prefent, 
fome of jewels, others of pieces of ft uiF, hand- 
kerchiefs or little gallantries of that nature, 
which fhe thanked them for, by kifEng their 
hands. I was very well pleafed with having 
feen this ceremony 5 and you may believe me, 
that the Turkifh ladies have, at leaft, as much . 
wit -and civility, nay liberty, as among us. 
C 5 'Tis 
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'Tis true, the fame cuftoms that give them fo 
many opportunities of gratifying their evil irb- 
clinations (if they have any) alfo put it very 
fully in the power of their hufbandsto revenge 
themfelves, if they arc difcovered •, and I do 
not doubt, but they fuffer fomctimds for their 
indifcretions in a very fcvere manner. About two 
months ago, there was found at day break, not ve- 
ry far from my houfe, the bleedifig body of a 
young woman, naked^ only wrapped inacourfe 
fhcet, with two wounds of a knife, one in her 
fide, and another in her breaft. She was not 
qu ite cold, and was fo furprifingly beautiful, that 
there were very few men in Pera, that did 
not go to look upon her ; but it was not pof- 
fible for any body to know, her, no wcman^s 
face being known. She was fuppofed to 
have been brought, in the dead of the night, 
from the Conftantinople fide, and* laid there. 
Very little inquiry was made about the mur- 
derer, and the corpfe was privately buried 
without noife. Murder is never purfued by 
the king's officers, as with us. 'Tis the bufi- 
nefs of the next relations to revenge the-dead *-;, 
perfon 5 and if they like better to compound 

the 
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the matter for money (as they generally do) 
there is no more faid of it. One would ima- 
gine this defeft in their government, fhould 
make fuch tragedies very frequent, yet they 
are extremely rare ; which is enough to prove 
the people are, not naturally cruel. Neither 
do I think, in many other particulars, they 
deferve the barbarous charafter we give them. 
I am well acquainted with a Chriftian woman 
of quality, who made it her choice to live 
with a Turkiih hufband, and is a very agree- 
able fenfible lady. Her ftory is fo extraordi- 
nary, I cannot forbear relating it 5 but I pro- 
mife you, it (hall be in as few words as I can 
poffibly cxprefs iu 

&HE is a Spaniard, and was at Naples with 
her family, v/hen that kingdom was part of 
the Spanifh dominion. Coming from thence 
in a felucca, accompanied by her brother, they 
were attacked by the Turkifli admiral, board- 
ed and taken. And now how fhall I mo- 

deftly tell you the reft of her adventure ? 
The fame accident happened to her, that hap- 
pened to the fair Lucretia fo^mnny years be- 
C 6 fore 
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fore her. But flie was too good a Chriftiuti 
to kill herfcif, as that heathenifh Roman did. 
The admiral was fo much charmed with the 
beauty and long fufFering of the fair captive, 
that, as his firft compliment, he gave imme- 
diate liberty to her brother and attendants, 
who jnade hafte to Spain, and, in a few 
months, fent the fum of four thoufand pdunds 
fterling, as a ranfom for his fifter. The Turk 
took the money, which he prefejited to her, 
and told her ihe was at liberty. But the la- 
dy very difcreetly weighed the different treat- 
ment ihe was likely to find in her native coun- 
try. Her relations (as the kindeft thing they 
eould do for her in her prefent circumftan- 
ces) would certainly confine her to a nunnery 

for the reft of her days. —Her infidel 

lover was very handfome, very tender, very 
fond of her, and laviflied at her feet all the; 
Turkifli magnificence. She anfwered him ve- 
ry refolutely, that her liberty, was not fo pre- 
cious to her as her honour ; that he could 
no way reftore that, but by marrying her j 
and flie therefore dcfired him to accept the 
ranfom as a portion, and give her the fatisfac- 

tion 
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tion of knowing, that no man could boaft of 
her favours, without being her hufband. ■ The 
admiral was tranfported at this kind ofFer, and 
fent back the money to her relations, faying, 
he was too happy in her pofleffion. He mar- 
ried her, and never took any other wife, and 
(as fhe fays herfelf) fhe never had reafon to 
repent the choice fhe made. He left her, 
fome years after, one of the richcft widows 
in Conftantinople. But there is no remain- 
ing honourable a {\n^c woman, and that con- 
fideration has obliged her to marry the prefent 
captain baiTa {i,e, admiral) his fucceflbr.— I am 
afraid that you will think my friend fell in 
love with her ravifher; but I am willing to 
take her word for it, that fhe ailed wholly on 
principles of honour, though I think fhe might 
be reafonably totiched at his generofity, which 
is often found amongft the Turks of rank. 

'TIS a degree of generofity to tell the truth^ 

and 'tis very rare that any Turk will aCert a 

folemn falfhood. I don't fpeak of the lowefl 

fort; for there is a great deal of ignorance, 

^ there is very little virtue amongft them ; and 

falfe 
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falfe witnefles are much cheaper than m 
Chriftendom; thofe wretches not being pu- 
niflicd (even when they are publickly detect- 
ed) with the rigour they ought to be. 

Now I am fpeaking of their law, I don't 
tnow whether I have ever mentioned to you 
one cuftom. peculiar to their country, I mean 
adt>ptUnj very common amongft the Turks, and 
yet more amongft the Greeks and Armenians. 
Not having it in their power to give their e- 
ftates to a friend or diftant relation; to avoid 
its falling into the grand fignior^s trcafury, 
when they are not likely to have any children 
of their own, they chufe fome pretty child of 
either fcx amongft the meancft people, andcarry 
the child and its parents before the cadi, and 
there declare they receive it for their heir. The 
parents, at the fame time, renounce all future 
claim to it •, a writing is drawn and witnef- 
fed, and a child thus adopted, cannot be dit 
inherited. » Yet I have fecn fome common 
beggars that have refufed to part with their 
children in this manner, to fome of the rich- 
eft among the Greeks; (fo powerful is the in-. 

ftinftivc 
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ftinflive affeftion that is natural to parents!) 
though the adopting fathers are generally very- 
tender to thefe children of their fouls yZ% thejr 
call them. I own this cuftom pleafes me 
much better than our abfurd one of following 
our name. Methinks, 'tis much more reafon- 
ablc to make happy and rich an infant whom 
I educate after my own manner, brought up 
(in the Turkifli phrafe) upon my knees, and 
who has learned to look upon me with a filial 
refpe£t, than to give an cftate id a creature, 
without other merit or relation to me, than that 
of a few letters. Yet this is an abfurdity we 

fee frequently praftifed. Now I have men- 

tionedthe Armenians, perhaps it will beagree- 
able to tell you fomething of that nation, with 
which lam fure you are utterly unacquainted. 
I will not trouble you with the geographical 
account of the fituation of their country, 
which you may fee in the mapsj or a rela- 
tion of their ancient greatnefs, which you 
may read in the Roman hiftory. They arc 
now fubjeft to the Turks; and, being very in- 
^uftrious in trade, and increafing and multi- 
piyii^gi arc difperfed in great numbers through 

all 
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all the Turkiih dominions^ They were, as 
they fay, converted to the Chriilian religion 
by St. Gregory, and are perhaps the devout- 
eft Chriftians in the virhole world. The chief 
precepts of their priefts enjoin the ftrid keep- 
ing of their lents, which are, at leaft, feven 
months in every year, and are not to be dif- 
penfcd with on the moft emergent neceffityj 
no occafion whatever can excufe them, if they 
touch any thing more than mere herbs or 
roots (withoot oil) and plain dry bread. That 

i3 their conftant diet. Mr. W y 

has one of his interpreters of this nation, and 
the poor fellow was brought fo low, by the 
feverity of his fafts, that his life was defpair- 
ed of. Yet neither his mafter's commands, 
nor the doftor's entreaties (who declared no- 
thing elfe could fave his life) were powerful 
enough to prevail with him to take two or 
three fj^oonfuls of broth. Excepting this/ - 
which may rather be called ^ cuftom than an 
article of faith, I fee very little in their reli- 
gion different from ours. 'Tis true, they 
feem to incline very much to Mr. Whifton's 
doftrine 5 neither do I think the Greek church 



very 
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very diftant from it, fince 'tis certain the holy 
Spirit's proceeding only from the Father, is 
making a plain fuborclination from the Son, 

—But the Armenians have no notion of 

tranfubftantiation, . whatever account Sir 
Paxil Rycout gives of th^m, (which account, 
I am apt to believe, was defigned to compli- 
ment our court in 1679;) ^"^ ^'^^y ^^^'^ ^ 
great horror for tho{c amongil them, that change 
to the Roman religion. What 13 mod extra* 
ordinary in their cuftoms, is their matrimony^ 
9 cerenu>ny, I believe,* unparellerd all over the 
workL - They are alwayt promifed very 
young $ but the efpoufed never fee one ano* 
tker, till three days after the marriage. The 
bride is carried to church, with a cap on her 
head, in the fafhion of a large trencher, and 
over It a red filken veil, which covers her all 
over to her feet. The prieft alks the bride- 
groom, Whether he is contented to marry 
that woman, he Jbe d^af^ be Jhe blind? Thefe 
are the literal words: to which having an- 
fwered, yes^ fhe is led home to his houfe, ac- 
companied with all the friends and relations 
on both fides, finging and dancing, and is 

placed 
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placed on a cufliion in the comer of the fofa ; 
but her veil is never lifted up, not even by 
her hufband. There is fomething fo odd and 
monftrous in thefe ways, that I could not be- 
lieve them till I had inquired of fevcral Ar- 
menians myfelf, who all affured me of the 
truth of them, particularly one young fel- 
low, who wept when he fpoke of it, being 
promifcd by his mother to a girl that he muft 
marry in this manner, though he protefted to 
me, he had rather die than fubmit to this fla. 
very, having already figured his bride to him- 
felf, with all the deformities of nature. 
I fancy I fee you blefs yourfelf at this terrible 
relation^. I cannot conclude my letter with a 
more furprifing ftoryj yet ^tis as ferionfly 
true, as that I am. 



Dear fiftcr, yours, ire. 6c. 
. LET. 
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LET. XLIIL 



TOTHEABBOTOF- 



Conjiantinopk^ May ip* O. S. 1718. 

X Am extremely pleafed with hearing from 
you, and my vanity (the darling frailty of hu- 
man kind) not a little flattered by the un- 
common queftions you aik me, though I am 
utterly incapable of anfwcring them. And, 
indeed, were I as good a mathematician as 
Euclid himfelf, it requires an age's ftay to 
make juft obfervations on the air and vapours. 
I have not yet been a full year here, and am 
on -the point of removing. Such is my ram- 
bling deftiny. This wi||^ furprife you, and 
can furprife no body fo much as myfelf. 
Perhaps, you will accufe me of lazincfs or 
dulnefs, or both together, that can leave this 
place, without giving you fome account of 

the 
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the Turkifh court. I can only tell you, that if 
you pleafe to read Sir Paul Rycaut, you will 
there find a full and true account of the vizi- 
ers, the beglerbysy»tht civil and fpiritual go- 
vernment, the officers of the feraglio, eSr^^ 
things that 'tis very eafy to procure lifts of, 
and therefore may be depended onj though 
other ftories, God knows— ~I fay no more 
——every body is at liberty to write their 
own remarks ; the^ manners of people may 
change; or fomc of them cfcape the obferva- 
tion of travellers \ but 'tis not the fame of 
the government \ and, for that reafon^ (ince I ' 
can tell you nothing new, I will tell you no- 
thing of it. In the fame filcnce fhall be paf- 
fed over the arfenal and feven towers: and 
for mofques, I have already defcribed one of 
the noblefl; to you very particularly.^ But I 
cannot forbear taking notice to you of a mif- 
take of Gcmelli, (though. I honour him in a 
much higher degree jhan any other voyage- 
writer: he fays that there are no remains of 
Calcedon \ this is certainly a miftake : I was 
there yefterday, and went crofs the canal i» 
my galley, the ft a being very narrow betjweer^ 

that 
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that city and Conftantinople. 'Tis flill a large 
town, and has feveral mosques in it. The 
Chriftians ftiil call it Calcedonia, and the 
Turks give it a name I forgot, but which is 
only a corruption of the fame word. I fup- 
pofe thiv« is an error of his guide, which his 
ihort flay hindered him from re(flifying; for 
I have, in other matters, a very juft efteem 
for his veracity. Nothing can be pleafanter 
than the canal; and the Turks are fo well 
acquainted with its beauties, that all their 
pleafure-feats are built on its banks, where 
they have, at the fame time,^ the moft beauti- 
ful profpefts in Europe and Afia; there are, 
near one another, fome hundreds of magnificent 
palaces. Human grandeur being here yet more 
unftable than any where elfe, 'tis common for 
the heirs of a great three-tailed bafla, not to be 
rich enough to keep in repair the houfe he built; 
thus, in a few years, they all fall to ruin. 
I was yefterday to fee that of the late grand 
vizisr, who was killed at Peterwaradin. It 
was built to receive his royal bride, daugh- 
ter of the prefent Sultan; but he did not live 
to- fee her there. I have a great mind to de- 

fcribe 
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fciibe k to you; but I check that inclination, 
knowing very wpU that I cannot give you, 
with my bcft defcription, fuch an idea of it as 
I ousht. It is fituated on one of the moft 

o 

delightful parts of the canal, with a fine wood 
on the fide of a hill behind it. The extent 
of it is prodigious; the guardian aflured me, 
there are eight hundred rooms in if, I will 
not, however, anfwer for that number, fince 
I did not count them; but 'tis certain the 
number is very large, and the whole adorn- 
ed with a profufion of marble, gilding, and 
the moft exquifite painting of fruit and flow- 
ers. The windows are all fafhed with the 
fincft chryftalline glafs brought from England; 
and here is all the expenfive magnificence that 
you can fuppofe in a palace founded by a 
vain luxurious young man, with the wealth 
of a vaft empire at his command. But no 
part of it plcafed me better than the apart- 
ments deftincd for the bagnios. There are 
two built ^xa£lly*in the fame manner, an- 
fwcring to one another; the baths, fountains, 
and pavements, all of white marble, the 
roofs gilt, and the walls covered with Jspsn 

china. 
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china. Adjoining to them are two rooms, the 
:jippermoft of which is divided into a fofaj 
and in the four corners are falls of water from 
the very roof, from fhell to fliellj of white 
marble, to the lower end of the room, where 
it falls into a large bafon, furrounded with 
pipes, that throw up the water as high as the 
roof. The walls are in the nature of latti- 
ces; and^ on the outiide of them, there arc 
vines and woodbines planted, that form a fort 
of green tapeftry, and give an agreeable ob- 
fcurity to thofe delightful chambers. I ihould 
go on and let you into fome of the other 
apartments (all worthy your curiofity); but 
'tis yet harder to defcfibe a Turkifh palace • 
than any other, being built entirely irregu- 
lar. There is nothing that can b? properly 
called front or wings: and though fuch a 
confufion is, I think, pleafing to the fight, 
yet it would be very urtinteiligible in a let- 
ter. I Ihall only add, that the chamber, de- 
ftined for the fultan, when he vifits his daugh- 
ter, is wainfcotted with mother of pearl, fa- 
ftened with emeralds like nails. There are 
others of mother of pearl and olive wood in- 
laid. 
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laid, and feveral of Japan china. The galle- 
ries, which are numerous, and very l^rge, arc 
adorned with jars of flowers and porcelain 
difhes of fruit of all forts, fo well done in pla- 
Iter, and coloured in To lively a manner, that 
It has an enchanting eiFeft. The garden is 
ftiitable to the houfe, where arbours, foun- 
tains, and walks, ure thrown together in an 
agreeable confufion. There is no ornament 
wanting, except that of ftatues. Thus, yoit 
fee. Sir, thefe people are not fo tinpolifhed as 
we reprefent thefn. Tis tr\ie, their magni- 
ficence is of a different tafte from ours, and 
perhaps of a better* I am almoft of opinion, 
they have a right notion of life. They con- 
fume it in mufick, gardens, wine, and deli- 
cate citing, while we are tormenting our 
brains with fome fcheme of politicks, or ftu- 
dying fome fcience to which we can never 
attain, or, if we do, cannot perfuade other 
people to fet that value upon it we do our- 
felves. 'Tis certain, what we feel and fee 
is properly (if any tiling is properly) our own; 
but the good of fame, the folly of piaife, are 
hardly purchafed, and, when obtained, a poor 
* refompence 
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recompcnce for lofs of time and health. We 
die or grow old before we can reap the fruit 
of our labours. Confidering what (hort-liv'd, 
weak animals men are, is there any ftudy fo 
beneficial as the ftudy of prefent pleafure? 
I dare not purfue this theme 5 perhaps I have 
alrieady faid too much, but I depend upon 
the true knowledge you.have of my heart. I 
don't expedi from you the infipid railleries I 
(hould fufFer from another in anfwer to this 
letter. You know how to divide the idea of 
pleafure from that of vice, and they are only 

mingled in .the heads of fools. But I 

allow you to laugh at me for the ienfual de- 
claration in faying, that I had rather be a 
rich effendii with all his ignorance, than Sir 
Ifaac Newton with all his knowledge. 

I am, ^ixy drr. ire. 



Vol- II. D LET. 
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TO THE ABBOT O F— — 

Tunis§ July 31. O, S. 1718. 

X LEFT Conftantinople the fixth of the 
laft month, and this is the firft poft from 
whence I could fend a letter, though I have 
©ften wiflied for the opportunity, that I might 
impart fome of the pleafure I found in this 
voyage, through the moft agreeable part of the 
world, where every fcene prefents me fome 
poetical idea. 

Warmed with poetic tran/port, Ifurxay 
TK immortal ijlandsy and the ivell-known 

For here fo oft the mufe her harp has ftrungy 
That not a mountain rean its head unfung. 

I BEC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I. E T T 1 R s. 7^ 

I BEG your pardon for this fally, and wiU, 
if I can, continue the reft of my account in' 
plain profe. The fecond day after we fet 
fail, Ve pafled Gallipolis, a fair city, fituated 
in the bay of Cherfonefus, and much refped- 
cd by the Turks, being the firft town they 
took in Europe. At five the next morning, 
we anchored in the Hellefpont, between the 
caftle of Scftos and Abydos, now called the 
Dardanelh. Thefe arc now two little ancient 
caftles; but of no ftrength, being commanded 
by a i«ng ground behind them, which I con- 
fefs I flionld never have taken notice of; if 
I had not heard it obferved by our captain 
and officers, my imagination being wholly 
employed by the tragick ftory, that you arc 
well acquainted with : 

The fwimming lover, and tie nightly bride, 
Hovj Hero hv'd, and he-w Leander died, 

Verfe again.'- -I am certainly infc£l- 

ed by the poetical air I have pafled through. 
That of Abydos is undoubtedly very amo- 
rous, fince that foft paffion betrayed the caitle 
D 2 into 
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into the hands <jf the Tuf kg who befiege|[ it 
in the reign of Oteban^s. The governDf 'ft 
daughter imagining to have feen her future 
hufband in a dream (though I don4 find flie 
had either ilept ppon hride-<atke^ or hepl: 
St, Agnes's iaft) fancied ihc faw the dear fi*- 
^ure in the form of o»e of her.heficgfirsj atnd, 
being willing to obey her deftiny, toffed a 
note to him over the -wall, with die offer of 
her perfon, and the delivery of ;the caftle. He 
ihcwed it to his general, wjio canfented to 
try the fincerity of her intention, a^jj with- 
xlrew his army, ordering the yowng man to 
retuqi with a fele£l body of men at mid- 
night. She admitted him at the appointed 
hour; he defbroyed the jgarrifon, and took 
the father prifoner, and made her his wife. 
This' town is in Afia, firft founded by the 
Milefians* Sefttte is in Jiurope, and Was once 
the principal city •of Cherfondus, Since I 
have feen this ftrait, I find nothing improba- 
ble in the adventure of Xean'der, or very 
wonderful in the bridge of boats of Xetxfes. 
Tis fo narrow, 'tis not furprifing a young 
lover fhould attempt to fwim, or an am- 
' * bitiou$ 
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bitiaus king try tx) pafs his^ army over it. But 
theny 'tis fb fubjcft to ftorms, 'tis no wonder 
the lover ♦ perifhf d^ and: the bridge was bio- 
ken. Erom, ben^e we bad a- full view of 
mpunt Idav 

Whert Juno once carefs^d her amorous Jove^ 
jfnd tM world* s mafl^r layfubdt/d by love* 

Note n^iiy l^giies. £41 from bence^ I faw the 
goint of land wb^re ppor old Hecuba was 
buried> ^d about a league from that place is. 
Cape Janizary^ ^e fjarnous promontory o£^ 
&ig»um» wbeue w0 anQhoredt. My curiofity 
ijipplied ime vith fti^eagdi to climb to the top 
of it^ to. foe tfee place ^njlnire Achilles was 
buried-, aad wher« Alexander ran n^ked 
sottod bis^ tonth^ki h^(HU>ur: qt him, which, no 
4oubt^ was a. greajt: comfof t tQ h4s. gboft. I 
few tberei^lhe ruii»*of ^ very l^ge city, and 
found a flbone, on which, Mr, W — rr-y plain- 
ly diftinguifhed the words q(, Si^^n Polin. 
We oudcred thi^ on. boar<I th^.fhip 5, but were 
flicw,ed others mujcb more curious^ by a^ 
^leak prieft, though a very ignorant fellow, 
D 3 that 
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that could give no tolerable account of any 
thing. On each fide the door of this little 
church ly two large ftones^ abouf ten feet 
long each, five in breadth, and three in thick- 
nefs. That on the right is very white mar- 
ble, the fide of it beautifully carved in bafs- 
yelief J it reprefents a woman, who feems to 
be defigned for fome deity, fitting on a chair 
with a foot-ftool, and before her another wo- 
man, weeping, and prefenting to her a young 
child that (he has in her arms, followed by a 
procefiion of women with children in the 
fame manner. This is certainly part of a 
very ancient tomb; but I dare not pretend to 
give the true explanation of it. On the ftone^ 
on the left fide, is a very fair infcription; but 
the Greek is too ancient for Mr. W— — 'a 
interpretation. I am very {<mj not to have 
the original in my pofieffion, which might have 
been purchafed of the poor inhabitants for a 
fmall fum of money. But our captain aflu- 
red us, that, without having machines made 
on purpofe, *twas impoffible to bear it to 
the fca-fidc, and, when it was there, his 

long- 
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long-boat would not be large enough to 
hold it.- 



The rums of this great city arq now in^ 
habited by poor Greek peafants> who wear 
the Sciote habit^ the women being in fhort 
petticoats, f aliened byftraps round their fhoul- 
ders, and large fmock fleeves of white linen, 
with neat fhoes and ftockings, and on their 
beads a large piece of muiliny which falls in 
IsLT^e folds upoa their flioulders*— One of my 
countrymen, Mr. Sands, (whofe book I 
doubt not you have read, as one of the bed 
tf its kind (fpeaking of thefe ruins, fuppofes 
them to have been the foundation of a city 
begun by Conftantine, before his building 
By2antium; but I fee no good reafon for that 
imagination, ^and am apt to believe them 
lauth more ancient.. 

We faw very plainly from this promonto- 
ry, the river Simois rolling from mount Ida, 
and running through a very fpacious valley. 
It is now a eonfiderable river, and is called 
Simores •, it is joined in the vale by the Sca- 
D. 4 mander. 
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mander, wbiek appesured a ftnallftream hat£* 
choked with. mud, but is perhaps large in the 
winter. This was Xanthus amongft the 
^>ds, as Homer tells usj and 'tis bjr that 
heavenly nai»e, the njmpk Oenone invokes 
i^ in her epiftle to Parte. The Trojan virgins 
ufed to eifer their firft favours to .it, by the 
name of Scamander, till the adventure, which 
Monfieur de hi Fontaine has told fo agreeably, 
aboKfh^d that heathenifh ceremony* When 
the ftrcam is mingled with the Simois, tbey^ 
run together to the fca. 

All that is now left of Troy h the ground 

on which it flood; for, I am firmly perfuad- 

edf whatever pieces of antiquity may be 

found round it, are much more modem, and I 

think Strabo fays the fanae thing? However, 

there is fome pleafure in feeing the valley 

where I imagined the famous duel of Mene- 

.laus and Riris had been fought, and where 

the greateft city in the world was fituated* 

'Tis certainly the npbleft fituation that can be 

found for the head of a great empire, much 

to he preferred to that of Conftantinople, the 

barbouf 
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Arbour here being always convenient for fhips 
horn all parU ©f the world, and that of Con- 
ftantinopie inaeceffible aknoft fix months in 
«^e year, while tho no^h-wind reigns* 

North of the promontory of Sigseum we 
few tili^ of ^|?«Etfeuno, famed for the fepul- 
chre of Ajax. While I viewed thefe celebra- 
ted fidkis and rivers, i admired the exa£t 
geography of* Homer, whom I had in my 
hand, Almoft every .epithet he gives to a 
mountain or plain, is ftill juft for it; and I 
fpent feveral hours here in as agreeable co- 
gitations, a^ ever Don Quixote had on mount 
MontefinoSk- We failed next night, to the 
Ihore where 'tis yul^^rly reported Troy flood; 
and I tciQ^, tji^e p^ips pf rifiqg at two, in the 
monuQg, to view, C9plly tl^ofe ri^ins which 
are ^];apiOi>^y i^V^.weujl to ftran^ers^ and which 
the Ttti*(9 caU ^f St^^hul^u c. Old Con- 
ftftli^j^opte.. Pop ^at re^jBrij^^ well ^s fpi^e 
others, I conje^^urp^th^Ofi t;o ^e the remains 
of tl^t ^^^f l^eg^n .^y Qonftaptine. I ^ire^ 
an ais (the oi^Jy^ vqitu^^ to \)C Jiad there) that 
1 might go fome m^^^M^ the country, and 

I D 5 take 
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take a tour round the ancient walls, which 
are of a T»ft extent. We found the remains 
of a caftle on a hill^ and of another in a val- 
ley, feveral broken pillars, and two pede(Ula, 
from which I took thefe Latin infcription&: 
DIVI. AUG. COL. 
ET. COL. lUL. PHILIPPENMS 
EORUNDEM ET PRINCIP. AM 
COL. lUL. PARIANAE. TRIBUN. .. 
MILIT. COH. XXXIL VOLUNTAR. 
TRIB. MILIT. LEG. XIH. GEM. 
PRAEFECTO EQUIT. ALAE. I. 
SCUBULORlfM 
VIC. VIII. 
DIVI. lULI. FLAMINI 
C. ANTONIO. M. F. 
VOLT. RtfFO. FLAMIN. 
DrV. AUG. COL. CL. APRENS. 
ET. COL. lUL. PHILIPPEl^SIS 
EORUNDEM irrPRINCI?. ITEM 
COL. lUL. PARIANAE TRIB: 

MILIT. coa. xxxn. voluntarior. 

TRIE. MILIT. Xin. 

GEM. PRAEF. EQtJIT. ALAE. L 
SCUBULORUM- 

vic. va. 

I do 
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1 do not doubt but the remain* of a temple 
near this place, are the ruins of one dcdica^ 
ted to Auguftus ; and I know not why Mc 
Sands calls it a Chriftian temple, fince the 
Romans certainly built hereabouts. Here are ma- 
ny tombs of fine marble, and vaft: pieces of grar 
Bate, which are dialy Ifsflened by the prodigi- 
ous balk that the Turks make, from them,, 
for their cannon. We paffed that evening 
the ifle of Tcnedos, once under the patronage 
of Apollo, as he gave it in, himfclf, in the 
particulars of his eftate, when he 'courted 
Daphne. It 16 but ten miles in circuit, but, 
in thofe days, very rich and well peopled, ftill 
famous for its excellent wine. I fay nothing 
of Tenes, from, whom it was called ; but na- 
ming Mytilene>< where we paiTed next, I can- 
not forboar mentioning Leibos, where Sappho 
fung, and Fittacus reigned, famous for the 
birth of Alcaeus^ Tbeophraftus and Arion, 
, thofe matters in poetry, phijofophy, and mu- 
Cck^ This was. one of the laft iflands that 
remained in the Chriflian dominion a/ier. the 
conqueft of Conftantinople by the Turks. 
But need I talk^o you of Catucufeno, err. 
D 6 prince®' 
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princes that you are as well acquainted wkh- 
as I am* 'Twas with regret I Taw us fail 
from this ifland into the Egean fea, now the 
Archipelago, leaving Scio (the ancknt Chios) 
on the Mty which is the richeft and mo& pa- 
pulous of thefe iflands, fruitful in cotton, conr 
and filk, planted with groves of orange and 
lemon trecs^ and the Arrifian mountain, ftill 
celehrated for the neftar that Virgil mentions. 
Here is the heft manufafture of filks in all 
Turkey. The town is well huih, the women 
famous for their beauty, and fhew their faces 
as in Chriftendom. There arc many rich fa* 
milies ; though they confine their magnifi- 
cence to the infide of their houfes, to avoid 
the jealoufy of the Turks, who have a bafla 
here : however they enjoy a reafonable liber- 
ty, and indulge the genius of their- country;. 

jlnd eat, and Jingy and dance away their- 

thnej 
Frejb as their groves, and happy as their 

clime. 

Their chains hang lightly on tbein> tho' ^tis 

not 
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not fong fince they were irapofed, not being 
under the Turk till 1566. But perhaps ^tis 
as eafy to obey the grs^nd figuior as the ftat^ 
of Genoa, to whom they were iTold by the 
Greek emperoc*. But I forget myffelf in thefe 
hiftorical touches, which are very impertinent 
when I write to you. Faffing the ftrait be- 
tween the illanda of Andros and iWhaia, now 
Libadia, we faw the promontory of Lunrum, 
now called Cape Colonna, where arc yet 
(landing the vaft pillars of a temple of Mi- 
nerva. This venerable fight made me think, 
with double rcgret^^ on a beautiful tertiple of 
Thefeus, which I am^aflured, was almoft en- 
tire at Athens till the laft campaign in the 
Morea, that the Turks fiMcd it whfh powder, 
and it was accidentally blown up. You may 
believe I had a great mind to lund cm the 
fam'd Pelc^onnefus, tho' it were '<mly to look 
on the rivers of Afopus, Pteneus, Inachus and 
Eurotas, the fields of Afcadia, aiid other fcenes 
of ancient mythology. But inftead of demi- 
gods and heroes, I was *credJbly informed, 
'tis now over-run by robbers, and that 1 fhould 
fun a great rifque 6{ faffing intc^ thkir^haiids^ 

by 
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by undertaking fuch a journey through a de- 
fart country, for which> however, I hav<e fa 
much refpc£l, that I have much ado to hin* 
dcr myfelf from troubling you with its whole 
biftory, from the foundation of Njtcsma and 
Corinth, to the laft campaign^ there; but I 
check the inclination^ as^^ I did that of landr 
ing. Wd. failed quietly by Cape Angelo, 
once Malea, where I faw no remains of the 
famous temple ^ Apollo. We- came that 
evening in fight of Ciindia : it is very moun- 
tainous ; we cafily diftinguiih^d that of Ida.:- We. 
have Virgil's authority, that here were a hun- 
dred, cities— 

^"^^Centum urbes habitant magnas^"'''^ 

The chief of them— the fcene of monftfous. 
paffions. ■ ■ Mctellus firft conquered this 
birth-placc of his Jopieer ; it fell afterward* 
"into the hands o f ■ I am rtuining on to 
the very fiege of Csmdia ; and I. am fo angry 
with myfelf, that I will pafs by all the other 
iflands with this general refle£Uon, that 'tis- 
impoffible to in^^gi|ie any thing, more agree- 
able 



d by Google 



LETTERS. ft? 

able than this jouwwf wt)uld hare been two 
or three thoufand years fince, when, after 
drinking a difli of tea with Sappho, I might 
have gone, the fame evening, to vifit the tem- 
ple of Homer in Chios, and pafled this voy- 
age in taking plans, of magnificent temples, 
delineating the miracles of ftatuaries, and con- 
verfing with the moft polite and moft gay of 
mankind. Alas ! art is extind here 5 the 
Wonders of nature alo^e Mtoain ; and it was 
with vaft pleafure I owferved thofe of mount 
JEtnz, whofe flame appears very bright in the 
night many leagues off at fea, and fills the 
head with a thoufand. conjeAures. However, 
I honour philofophy too much, to imagine it 
could turn that of Empedqclcs j and Lucian 
fiiall never make me believe fuch a fcandal 
of a tnan^ of whom Lucretius fays, 

— ^Fi*^ humana videtur ftirpe crcatus^'^*'^ 

' "We pafied Trinacria without hearing any 
of the fyrerid ihar Homer defcribes, and, be- 
\ii^ thrown on neither Scylla nor Charybdi^ 
came fafe tb Malta/ ff^ft caffcd Mcfita, from 

' ' the 
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Ac aJmndaiK? of ''boiwtjr. It is a whole rock 
covered .with v^ry little earth. The graa4 
Kia0;er lives hece in t^^ ftatt of » (bvci^eign 
pf ince 5 but his ftrcujth at fca i^ow is verjr 
fmall. The foitifi<;atiQ33 ai;e: rcjckoaeA tbc^ 
beft in the world, all cut in the fqlid rock 
with infinite expense and la})Oiir«.-?-r=T«-Gif 
this ifland ve were toflW- by a feicese ftprm^ 
and were very gla<^aft€tiF: eight ^ys^ t»l^ %^ 
ble to put into l?$ftsk Farine on the Africaji 
iboie, where qut {hi|riM)V rides- At Tu^i^ 
we were n^t by t^ JS^gUfh conA^ wh<^ r«- 
fides here, I readily accepted 9i %h^ pSS^t- 
of his houfe there for (b^q^ dayl^ beii^ Vfff 
eurious to fee. thi* p^rt of the worl^, afn4 
particularly tbe ruina^of Cacthage* I iet; out ia 
bis chaife at nine ;9t., nighty, the n^Qo, .being 
at full. I favr th^ profpe,<3r o{ t^^ count;rj ^ 
moft as well as I could have done by day- 
Kght -, and the hea^ of tlj^ fun fe» no.w fo in- 
tolerable, 'tis impoffible to travel at any other 
.time. The foil isj^ for thC; mo^ f^y fep<l)r» 
but every where, fruitfvdj^ of ^at^jQ^v^^aj^ 
fig-treea, which grow wif))Qut,,ar^ jcef -affiwrd 
the moft deliciotts finit ki tbc vwjrW^' Their 

vineyards* 
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vineyards and mdonrfields ar<e indo^'d b; 
hedges of that plant we call Indian fig^ which 
is an admirable fence> no. wild beaft being a*< 
ble to pafs it. It grows a great height, very 
thick, and the fpikes or thorns are as long . 
and fharp as bodkins ; it bears a fruit much 
eaten by the peafants, and which has no ill 
lafte. 

It being now the ftafon of the Turfcifll 
ramackny or Lent^ and all here profefling, at 
leaft, the Mahometan religion, they faft tilt 
the going down of the ftm, nnd fpend the 
irigbt i?j ficafting. We few under the trees, 
companies of the country peopk, eating, fing- 
ing 7mA dancing, to their wildi mufick. The^ 
are not ^tte blaek, but att nmkitocs,. and the 
moft frfgh^l creatares that can appeaJT in % 
bttman figure. Thcf are abnoft nakjod, only- 
wearing a piece •! camvk fictge wrapped 
about them.-'r— — But the women have their 
arms, to their very fhotdders, and their necks 
and faces, adorned with, flowers, ftar's, and va-^ 
rious forts of (igures imprefTQd by gun-pow-. 
der i a confidctable addition to their naturat 

4c* 
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* deformity; which is, however, efteemed very 
ornamental amongft them ; and I believe 
they fuffer a good deal of pain by it. 

About fix miles from Tunis, we faw the 
remains of that noble aqucdu^i, which carried 
the water to Carthage, over feveralhigh moun-^ 
tains, the length of forty miles. There are 
ftill many archu entire. We fpent two 
hours viewing it^^ gre^t attention, and 

Mr. W y aflured me that of Rome is. 

very much inferior to it. The ftones are of 
. a prodigious fize, and yet all .ik)liih'd, and fo 
cxa&ly fitted to each other, very little cement. 
has been made nfe of to join them. Yet they 
may probably ftand a thoufand yetrs longer^, 
if art is not made <ife of td pull them down.. 
Sqon after day-b^eak I arrived at T-unis, a - 
town fairly built of a Very white ftone, but 
quite without gardens, wbicha^ they fay, were 
all deftroyed when the Turks firft took it„ 
none having been |)lanted fince. The dry 
fand gives a vejpy difegreoeible profpeft tOv the 
eye-, and the \&^ant of ihade contributixig to 
the natural bekt of tke climate, renders it fo 

exccffivc> 
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cxceffive, that I have much ado to fuppoit it. 
•Tis true, here is, every noon, the arfrelhmcnt 
of the fea-brceze, \irithout which it would be 
impoffible to live \ but no frefli water, but 
what is preferved in the ciftems, of the rains 
that fall in the month of September. The 
women of the town go veiled from head to 
foot under a black crape, and being mixed 
with a breed of renega^^||»re faid to be ma- 
ny of them fair and TOndfome. This city 
was befieged in 1270, by Lewis king of 
France, who died under the walls of it, of a 
peftiiential fever. After his death, Philip* 
bis foUj and our prince Edward, fon of Hen- 
ry in. raifed the fiege on honourable terms* 
It remained under its natural African kings* 
till betrayed into the hands of Barbarofla, ad- 
miral of Sdlymonthe Magnifitent. The em- 
peror Charles V. expelled Barbarofla, but it 
was recbvered by the Turk, under the con- 
dud: of Sinan BaiTa, in the reign of Selim 
n. From that time till now, it has remained 
tributary to the grand fignior, governed by a 
key, who .fuffers the name of fubje£l to the 

Turk, 
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Turk, but * has r«i winced the fubje£tion, bc-» 
iag^ abfolia||»^ «ndr very feldcon paying any 
tribute. The gricait city of Bagdat fe, atthi* 
time, in tho fame cireu«ni^ces<; and( tjn^ 
grand fignior connivea at the lofs of thcfe do- 
minions^ jbnfear o£ lofing e¥e» the titles of 
them* 



I wEiftT*v«ry. 0i^yeflerdaf mQwaing <a£* 
tef one nif ht*s- jpcjofejib fcfi the ruina of Car«^ 

l^ge. 1 was, bowttv^", haif broiled in tbor 

&n,;and oyerjpycdrto he kd into one of th^ 
.ftibtenian€ftn.apartfnfnlfi» which they c^ed„ 
%k€jfaUei fftbe ele^hantSy but wh^h X can,: 
n0^b^iev< weff« eis^r defigmed for that ufe> 
1 fou^d in them many broken pieces of co^ 
tamns of fine majrhk, and feme of porphyry. 
i qan»o* think any Wvfy wouid take the in^ 
figmfiicaat pw^a of carrying theni. thither^ 
and I cannot think fuch, fine piilaxs wetc de- 
figned for the ufe of ftaWes. \ am apt to be- 
lieve they were fummer apartments under 
their palaces, which the heat of the climate 
rendered neceffary- They 5rc now ufcd as 
gicanftries 1?y the country peoplCi. While I 

fat 
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Jat here, ffoftti the Town of Tents not Kr off, 
tBtnY of the women fiocked m Jg fee me, 
and we »erc equally etitertained with viewing 
one another. Ilieir pofturc in fitting, the 
colouf of their Ifcki, their lank black hair fal- 
ling ^n each fede their faces, their features, 
and the fliape of tlieir limbs, differ fo little 
from their country people the babootis, 'tis 
hard to fancy them a. dift|||ft -race; I could 
not help thinking there had been fome ancient 
alliances between them. 

When I was a little refrefhed by reft, and 
fome milk and exquifite fruit they brought 
me, I went up the little hill were once flood 
the callle of Byrfa, and from whence I had a 
diftinft view of the fituation of the famous 
city of Carthage, which flood on an ifthmos, 
the fea coming on each fide of it. *Tis now 
a marchy ground on one fide, where there are 
fait ponds. Strabo calls Carthage forty miles 
in circumference. There are now no remains 
of it but what I hare defcribed ; and the hif- 
tory of it is too well known to want my abridg- 
ment of .it. You fee. Sir, that I think you 

efteem 
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efleem obedience better than compliments. I 
have anfwered your letter, by giving you the 
accounts you defired, and have ref^iired my 
thanks to the concluCon. I intend to leave 
this place to-morrow, and continue my jour- 
ney through Italy and France, In one of 
thofe places I hope to tell you,, by word of 
mouth, that I am 

Tow^omble fervant, ire. ifc. 






LET, 
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LET. XLV- 



TO THE COUNTESS O F- 



Gfnoa, Aug. 28. O. S. 17 18. 

JL BEG your pardon, my dear Cfter, that I 
did not write to you from Tunis, the only 
opportunity I have had fince I left Conftanti- 
nople. But the heat was fo cxceffive, and 
the light fo bad for the fight^ I was half 
blind by writing one letter to the Abbot—, 
and durft not go to write many others I had 
defigncd ; nor indeed could I have entertained 
you very well out of that barbarous country* 
I am now furrounded with fubjeds of plea- 
fure,andfp much charmed with the beauties of 
Italy, that I ihould think it a kind of ingra- 
titude not to offer a little praife in return for 
the diverfion I have had here.— I am in the 
houfe of Mrs. D'Avcnant at St. Pierre d'Arc- 

na> 
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na, and fliould be very unjuft, not to allow 
her a fliare of that ^i^k I i^€»k oi, fince 
her good humour and good company have 
very much contributed to render this place 
sigreeablc to me* 

Genoa is fituated in a very fine bay j andbe-t 
i.ng built on a rifing hill intermixed with gar- 
dens, and beautified with the moft excellent 
architefture, gives a very fine profpeft off at 
fea; though it loft much of its beauty in my 
eyes, having been accuftomed to that of Co/i- 
ftantinople. The Genoefe were Once mafters 
of feveral iflands in the Archipelago, and all 
that part of Conftantinople which is now call- 
ed Galata. Their betraying the Chriftian 
caufe, by facilitating the taking of Conftanti- 
nople by the Turk, defecved what has fince 
happened to them, even the lofs of all their 
coiiquefts on that fide to thofe infidels. They 
are at prefent far from rich, and are defpifed 
by the French, fince their doge -was ibrced by 
the late kiijg to go in pcrfon to Paris, to alk 
pardon for fuch a trifle as the arms X)f France 
9ver the houfe of the envoy, being fpattcred 

with 
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with dung in the night* This, I fuppofe, 
was done by fome of the Spaniih faftiog, 
which ftill makes up the majority here, though 
they dare not openly declare it. The ladies 
affe£fc the French habit, and are moit gene- 
ral than thofe they imitate. I do not doubt 
but the cuftom of »Cizilbei's has very much 
improved their airs. I know not whether 
you ever heard of thofe animals. Upon my 
word, nothing but my own eyes coukl have 
convinced me there were any fuch upon earth. 
The fafhion begun here, and is now received 
all over Italy, where the hulbands are not 
fuch terrible cJreatures as we reprefent them. 
There are none among them fuch brutes^ as 
to pretend to find fault with a cuftom fo well 
eftablifhed, and fo politically founded, fince I 
am affured, that it was an expedient, firft 
ibund out by the fenate, to put an end to 
thofe family hatreds, which tore their ftate 
to pieces, and to find employment for thofe 
young men, who were forced to cut one ano- 
ther's throats, pour pajfer le teinps: and it has 
fuccceded fo well, that fince the inftitution 
of Cizifbei, there has been nothing put peace 
Vol. II. E and 
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and good humour amongft them. Thefc arc 
gentlemen who devote themfelves to the fcr- 
vice of a particular lady (I mean a married 
one) for the virgins are all invifible, and con- 
fined to convents • they are obliged to wait 
on her to all publick places, fuch as the plays, 
operas, and aflemblies, (which are called here* 
Converfations ) where they wait behind her 
chair, take care of her fan and gloves, \i flie 
plays, have the privilege of whifpcrs, ire* — 
When {he goes out, they ferve her inftead 
of lacquies, gravely trotting by her chair. 
*Tis their bufinefs to prepare for her a prc- 
fent againft any day of publick appearance, 
not forgetting that of her own name*; in 
fiiort, they are to fpend all their time and 
money in her fervice, who rewards^ them ac- 
cpfdingly (for opportunity they want none) 
but the hulband is not to have the impudence 
to fuppofe this any other than pure Platonic 
friendfliip. 'Tis true, they endeavour to give 
her a Cizifbei of their own chufing; but 
when the lady happens not to be of the fame 

tafte, 

• That is, the day of ihe faiut after whom (be is calkd. 
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lafte, as that often happens, (he, never fails to 
bring it about to have one of her own fancy. 
In former times, one beauty ufed to have 
eight or ten of thefe humble admirers j but 
thofe days of plenty and humility arc no more. 
Men grow more fcarce and faucy,And every 
- Mldy is forced to content herfelf with one at 
a time. 

You may fee in this place the glorious li- 
herty of a republick, or, more properly, an 
ariftocracy, the common people here being as 
arrant Haves as the French 5 but the old no- 
bles pay little refpeft to the doge, who is but 
two years in his office, and whofe wife, at 
that very time, aflumcs no rank above ano- 
ther noble lady. Tis true, the family of An- 
drea Doria (that great man, who reftored 
them that libtrty they enjoy) have fome par- 
ticular privileges. When the fenate found it 
neccffary to put a ftop to the luxury of drcfs, 
forbidding the wearing of jewels and bro- 
cades, they left them a liberty to make what 
cxpence they pleafed. I look with great 
pleafure on the ilatue of that hero, which 
E 2 is 
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is in the court belonging to the the houfe of 
duke Doria. This puts me in mind of their 
palaces, which I can never dcfcribe as I ought* 

Is it not enough that I fay,^ they arc, 

moft of them, the defign of Palladio? The 
(Ireet callll Strada Nuova, is perhaps the moll 
beautiful line of building in the world* I inu% 
particularly mention the vaft palaces of Du* 
razzo, thofe of the two Balbi, joined together 
by a magnificent colonade, that of the Im- 
periale at this village of St. Pierre d' Arena, 
and another of the Doria. The perfection 
of architefture, and the utmoft profufion of 
rich furniture are to be feen here, difpofed 
with the moft elegant tafte, and kvifli magni- 
ficence. Butl am charmed with nothing fo 
much as the colleftion of piftures by the 
pencils of Raphael, Paulo Veronefe, Titian, 
Caracci, Michael Angelo, Guido, and Cor- 
reggio, which two I mention lall as my par- 
ticular favourites. I own, I can find no plea- 
fure in objefts of horror j and, in my opini- 
on, the more naturally a crucifix is repre- 
fentcd, the more difagreeable it is*. Thefe,. 
my beloved painters, fhew nature, and fliew 

it 
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it in the mod charming light. I was parti- 
cularly pleafed with a Lucretia in the houfe 
of Balbi; the exprellive beauty of that face^ 
and bofom, gives all the paffions of pity and 
admiration, that could be raifed in the foul, 
by the fineft poem on that fubje£l:^ A Cleo- 
l^ntra of the fame hand, deferves to be men- 
' tioned; and I fliould fay more of hfer, if Lu- 
trefeia had not firft engaged my eyes.— Here 

affe alfo fo«ife ittcftimablc ancient buftos. 

Hfe church of St. Lawrencfe is built of black 
tod white marble, where is kept that famous 
flatc of a finglc emerald, which i« not now 
J>efihitted to be T5andlcd, finC6 a plot, which, 
they fay, Mi^s diftoWred, to throw it on the 
pavement and bteak it; a chiWifh piece of 
malice, -which they afcribe to the king of Si- 
cily, to be revenged for their refufing to fell 
it to him. The church of the annunciation 
is finely lined with marble; the pillars are of 
red and white marble; that of St» Ambrofe 
has been very much adorned by the Jefuits; » 
but, I confefs, all the churches appeared fo 
mean trf me, after that of Sanfta Sophia, I 
Cfn Iwdly do them the honour of writing 
E 3 dawn 
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down their names. But I hope you will own-, 
I have made good ufe of my time, in feeing 
fo much, fince 'tis not many days that wc 
have been out of the quarantine, from which 
no body is exempted coming from the Levant. 
Ours, indJpd, was very much fliortened, aad 
v^ry agreeably pafled in Mrs. lyAvcnant^ 
company/in the village of St. Pierre d* Arena, ^ 
about a mile from Genoa, in a houfe built by 
Palladio, fo well defigned, and fo nobly pro- 
portioned, 'twas a pleafure to walk in it. Wc 
were vifited here only by a few Englifh^ in 
the company of a noble Genoefe, commii&pa- 
ed 10 fee tre did not touch ^me another.-*— • 
I (hall ftay here fome days longer, and could 
almoft wifli it were for all my lifej but mine^ 
I fear, is not deftined to fo much tranquil- 
lity. 

I ami c^r. ^r. 



LET* 
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LET. XLYI. 



TO THE C0UNTES5 O B— — 

3ttr/«, Seph 12. O. S. 1718.^ 

JL C A M E. in two days from Genoa, through 
fine roads, to this place* I have already feen 
what IS fliewed to ftrangers in the town, 
which^ indeed, is not worth a very particular 
defcription; and I have not refpe£t enough 
for the holy handkerchief, to fpeak long of it. 
,The churches arc handfomc, and fo is the king's 
palace; but I have lately feen fuch gerfeftion 
of architefture, I. did riot give much of my 
attention to thefe pieces. The town itfclf is 
fairly built,. fituated in a fine plain on the 
banks of the Po. At a little diftance from 
it, we faw the palaces of La Venerie, and La 
Valentin, both very agreeable retreats.. We 
* E 4 v(^eie 
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were lodged in the Piazza Royale^ which is 
one of the noblcft fquares I CTcr faw, with 
a fine portico of white ftone quite round it«w 
Wc were immediately vifited by the Cheva- 
lier y whom you knew in England, who, 

with great civility, begged to introduce us at 
court, which is now kept at Rivoli, about a 
league from Turin. I went thither yeftcr- 
day, and had the honour of waiting on the 
qtiee% beifig prefeateil to ber by her firft la- 
dy of honour. I found her majefty in a mag* 
nificent apartment, with a train of faandfome 
ladies, all drefled in gowns, amongft ^hich it 
wa» eafy to diltingoifii the fair princefs of Ca« 
rignan. The queen entertained me with k 
world of fweetnefs and affability, and feemed 
miftrefs of a great Ihare of gdod fenfc. She 
did not forget to put me in mind of her 
Englifli blood: and added, that flie alwayif 
felt in herfelf a particular inclination to love 
the Englifh. I returned her civility, by giving 
her the title of majjsfty, as often as I could, 
which, perhaps, (lie will not have the comfort 
of hearing many months longer, - T he 

king has a great deal of vivacity in his eyes; 

and 
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and the young prince of Piedmont is a very 
handfome young man; but the great devotion 
which this court is at prefent fallen into, does 
not permit any of thofe entertainments proper 
for his age. Procellions and mafTes are all 
the magnificence in fafliion here ; and gallan- 
try is fa criminal, that the poor Count of 
— — , who was our acquaintance at London, 
is very ferioufly difgraced, for fome fmall o- 
vertures he prefumed to make to a maid of 
honour. I intend to fet out to-morrow, and 
to pafs thofe dreadful Alps, fo much talked 
of.— If I come to the bottom, you fhall hear 
of me.«-~I am, ire. dfc. 



JE 5 LET. 
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LET. XLVII. 



TO MRS. 



I 



LyonSf Sept. 25. O. S. 171^, 



RECEIVED, at my arrival here, both 
your obliging letters, and alfo letters from 
many of my other friends, defigned to Con- 
ftantinople, and fent me from Marfeilles 
hither; our merchant there, knowing we 
were upon our return. I am furprifed to 

hear my fitter has left England. I 

fuppofe what I wrote to her from Turin 
will be loft, and where to dire£b I know 
not, having no account of her afiairs from 
her o\)rn hand* For my own part, I am 
confined to my chamber, having kept my 
bed till yefterday, ever fince the feventeenth, 
that I came to this town, where I have had 

fo 
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So. terrible a fever, I believed, for fome time, 
that all my journies were ended here; and 
I do not at all wonder, that fuch fatigues 
as. I have pafled, fhould have fuch an effe£k. 
The firft day's journey from Turin to No- 
^^lefle, is through a very fine country, beau- 
tifully planted^ aod . lepriched by art and na- 
ture. The next day we began to afcend 
mount Cenis, being carried in little feats of 
.twitted oficrsj fixed upon poles, upoa men's 
flioulders; pur chaifes taken to pieces^ and 
laid upon ipul^s. 

The prodigious profpeft of mountains co- 
vered with eternal fnow, of clouds hang- 
ing far below our feet, and of vaft caf- 
cades tumbling. dow;n the rocks with a con- 
fufed rearing, would have been entertain- 
ing to me, if I had fuffiered lefs from the 
extreme cold that reigns here- But the 
mifty rains, which fall perpetually, pene- 
trated even the th^ck fur I was wrapped in ; 
s^d: I Mras half dead with cold^ before we 
got. to the foot of the mountain, which was 
not till two hours after dark. . This hill 
E 6 has 
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has a fpaciotts plain on th^ top of it, and a 
fine lake there j but the dcfcent is fo fteep 
and flippery, *tis fiirprifing to fee tbefe chair* 
men go fo (leadily as they do. Yet I wad 
not half fo much afraid of breaking my 
neck, as I was of falling fick^ and the 
event has ihewed> that I placed my fears 
right. 

The other mountains are now all pafla'- 
ble for a ehaife, and very fruitful in vine^ 
dnd paftures: Amongft them is a breed of 
the finely goats in the world. Acquebellet 
is the laft, and foon after we entered Pont . 
Beauyoifin, the frontier town of France, 
whofe bridge parts this kingdom, and the 
dominions of Savoy. The fame night wt 
arrived late at this town, where I have had 
nothing to do, bat to take care of my health. 
I think myfelf already out of any danger ^ 
and am determined, that the fore throat, 
which ftill remains, fliall not confine me 
long. I am impatient to fee the euriofitieft 
of this famous city, and more intpatient to 
continue njy journey to Paris, from whence 

I 
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I hope to write you a more diverting let- 
ter than 'tis poifible for me to do now^ with 
a mind weakened by ficknefs, a head mud<- 
dled with fpleen, from a forry inn, and a 
chamber crammed with mortifying objects 
of apothecaried vials aad bottles^ ■ I am, 

ifc. isc * 
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LET. XLVIII.. 



TO MR. POPE; 

Lyonsy Sept. 28. O. S. 17 iS. 

1 RECEIVED yours here, and ftiould 
thank you for the. pleafuye you feem to enjoy 
from my return; but I can hardly forbear be- 
ing angry at you, for rejoicing at what dif- 
pleafe^ me fo much. You will think this 
but an odd compliment on my fide. I'll aC- 
fure you, *tis not from infenfibility of the 
joy of feeing my friends; but when I confi- 
der, that I muft, at the fame time, fee and 
hear a thoufand difagreeaWe impcrtinents; 
that I muft receiva and pay vifits, make cour- 
tcfies, and affift at tea-tables, where I fhallbe 
half killed with queftions: and, on the other 
part, that I am a creature that cannot ferve 
any body, but with infignificant good wifhesj 

and 
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and that my prcfcnce is not a neccffary good 
to any one membcf: of mj native country^ I 
think I might much better, have ftaid where 
cafe and quiet made up the happinefs of my 
indolent life. — I fbould certainly be melan^ 
choly, if 1 purfucd this theme one line farther. 
I will rather fill the remainder of this paper, 
with the ixifcriptions on the tables of brafs^ 
that are placed on each fide of the town- 
boufe. 

L f A B L E. 

Maererum. noftr : : : : fii : : : : : Equidcm. 
primam. omnium, illam- cogitationem.. homi- 
num. quam. maxime. primam. occurfuram* 
mihi. provideo. deprecor. ne. quafi. novara. 
iftam. rem. introduci. exhorrefcatis. fed. ilia, 
potius. cogitetis. quam. multa. in. hac. civi- 
tate. novata. fint. et. quicfemc ftatim. at. ori- 
gine. urbis. noftrae. in. quod, formas. ftatuf- 
que. res. p. noftra. didufta. fit. 

Quondam, reges.'hanc. tcnuere. urbcm. nc. 
tamen. domefticis. fucceflbribus. cam. tradere. 

con- 
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contigit. fupenhenere. alieni. et. qnidam. e^«> 
terni. ut. Numa. Romiilo* foccefletit. ex. 3a»- 
binis. vcnicns. viclnus. qttidem. fed. tunc, cx- 
tcrnus. ut. Anco. Marcio. Prifcu^. Tarquinlus. 
propter, temeratum. fatiguinem. quod, patre. 
de. marato. Corinthio. natas. erat* ct. Tar- 
quinknfi. matre. geflen>ra. fed. inopi. ut. qna(. 
tall, marito. neceffe. habu^rit. fuccumbere. 
cum. domi. repellefctur. al gcrctidia. hono^ 
ribus. poftquaxn. Romam. migravit. regnuiti. 
adeptus. eft. huic. quoque. et. filio. nepotive. 
ejus. nam. et. hoc. inter. au£iores. difcrepat. 
incertus. Servius. Tullius. fi. noftros. fequi- 
mur. captiva. natus. ocreda. tu tufcos. cxli. 
quondam, vivennse. fodalis. fideliflimus. om- 
nifque. ejus, cafus. comes, poftquam. varla. 
fortuno. exa£^us. cum. omnibus, reliqtiis. cce- 
liani. exercitus« Etruria. exceffit. montem. Coe- 
lium. occupavit. et. a. duce. fuo. Ccelio. ita. 
appellitatus. mutatoque. nomine* nam. tufcc. 
maftama. ei. nomen. erat. ita. appellatus. eft. 
ut. dixi. et. regnum. fumma. cum. reip. utili- 
tate. obtinuit. <ieinde. poftquam. Tarquini- 
Superbi. mores, invifi. civitati. noftrx. efTc. 
cceperunt. qua. ipfius. qua. filiorum. ejus. 
^ nempe. 
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nempe. pertaefunK eft. mentes. regni. et. ad. 
confules. annuos. magiftratus. adminiftratio. 
reip. tranflata. eft* 

Quid. nunc, commemorem. di&atune. hoc« 
ipfo. confolari. imperiam*^ valentius. repertam. 
^ud. majorcs. noftros. quo. in. afperioribus. 
bellis. aut. in. miK. motu. diffictliore. ute« 
imtur. aut. in. auxilium. plebis. creatos. in* 
tmnos. plebti. quid. a» confuIibttB. ad. decern* 
viros. tranflatum. imperium. (i^toque. poft« 
ca. decemriraK. fegfta. ad. confoles. rarfua. 
reiitam. apiid. am : : : : v. ris. diftribiitum. 
confulare. imperium. tribunofque. militum. 
confulari. imperio. appellatos. qui. feni. et. 
o£koiiu creaneatur. quad, communicatos. pof- 
tremo. cum. plebe. boaores. non. imperi. fo^ 
lum. fed. iacerdotorum. quoque. jatnfi. narrem. 
bella. a. ^bas. ocperint. majores. noftri. tt. 
quo. pr<»cefleri3ims« vereor. nt nimio. infolea* 
tior* ^tk. Titkar. et qataefiiS:. jadadonem* 
glome, prolati. imperi. ultra, oceanum. fed. iU 
lo. C. Porius. Ttfcrur. cimatem. 

U. TA. 
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• «•••••• •••••>•• • /oWVJB ••••■••■••. 

• •••••••••••••■• tAllC •••••••»-• 

::::::::::::: novo : : : divus : aug : : 
, IK> : lus. et« patruus. Ti. Caefar. omnem. flo- 
rem. ubique. coloniarum. ac. municipiorunu 
bonorum. fcilicet.. virorum^. ct locupletii^m. 
in* haq. curia* cfle*. vdluit«. quid* ergo. non. i- 
talictts* fenator*. proyinciali* potior* eft. jam*, 
vobis. cum* banc* partem* cenfurae. mese. ap- 
probare* coepero. quid, de* ea*.re. fentiam*. re« 
bus. oftendam.. fed,, ne * provinciales. quidem*, 
fi* modo* omare. curiam, poterint. reji«iendos» 
puto* 

Omatiffima* ecce* colonia. valentii&maquew' 
Riennenfium* quara* longow jam. tempore, fe* 
natores., huic* curiae* confert. ex. qua. coli> 
nia. inter, paucos. equeftris* ordinis* omsU 
mentum* L. reftinum« familiariffime* di}igo» 
ct. bodieque. in. rebu€. meis. detinjpo* cujus* 
Uberi. fruantur. qusefo. primd. facerdotipcum. 
gradu. poft. modp. cum. anni?., prpmoturi. 
dignitatis, ftiae. incrementa. ut. dirum. nomen, 
btronis.- laceam, c^ odi^ iUud, paleftricum. 

pcoi^ 
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prodiguum. quod. apte. in. domuin* conAiIa- 
tum. intulit. quam. colonia. fua. folidum. ci- 
vitis. Romanse. beneficium. confecuta. eft. 
idem. de. fratre. ejus, poflum. dicere. mlfera- 
bill, •quidem. indigniffimoque. hoc. cafu. at. 
vobis. utilis. fenator. efie. non. poffit. 

Tempus* eft. jaj^a* Ti» Casfar*. Germanice. 
ieteg^rc.te. patnbus^ confcrip^^ quo..tendat» 
oratio. tua* jam. epiim. ad. ex.tremos. fines^ 
Gallise. NarJ^oA^nfijS. . vjcinifti. 

Tot.' e€ce. mfigntea. juvenes. quot. ititueon^ 
Aon. lAagig/ fuot*. poeniteiidi^ fenatovib^ quam. 
poenitet. Perficum. nobilii&mum. ysrum. ami- 
cum. meum. inter* imagines, majorum. fuo« 
nim. AUofogici.notnen^ legere. quod £« l^ec. 
. sta. efle.conienti. ia* quid, ukra* defideratis. 
quam. ut. vobis. digito. demonftr^m. folum. 
ipfum. uJttac iiaes^ proicinciae. Narbonenfis. 
jam. Tobis. tsnatores. mittere. quando« -ex. 
Lugduno. habere, nos. aoftri. ordinis.^ viros^ 
non. poemtet. timide. quidem. p^ c. egreflus* 
adfuetos.ifatniliarefque. Tobi$. provinciarum. 
termin.o,$. {urn* fed* de%i£te. jam« eoma^aeu 

GaK 
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Gallic, caufa. agenda, eft. in. qua. fi. quis» 
hoc. intuetur. quod, bello. per. decern, annos. 
exercuerunt* divom» julium. idem, opponat. 
centum, annorum. immobilem. fidem. obfe- 
quiumque. multis. tripidis. rebus. noftrU. 
plufquam. expertum. illi* patfi. meo* Drufo. 
Germaniam. fubigenti. tutam* quiete. fua. fe- 
curamque* ^. tergo. paceili^ praeftiierunt* et« 
quidem. tunim «d. cenAis* 4M^. tttln. txper^ 
€t. in. adfuetCH GalKis. t4^ beSMnn avocatu^. 
eflet. quod. opus. quam. «t4«Mii« fit. nobis, 
nunc. cum. maxime. quamvis. nihil, ultra. 
quam. iit. puUice* not^. Smu lac«rifeate«« nof« 
tne. exquarat«r« iikMS. OMigiio. esqierimento; 
cognoiciiRttt. 

I WAS alfo ftewed, ^«ritliout the gate of Su 
Juftintt^, feme Mttnaifis of ^ lt>Miaii aqtMdu&| 
imd behind the monaftery of St. Mary, tfaert 
ut the mins ^ an impetMl pakiee, rnktcrt 
die emperor Ctaudioa was bom, «md where 
Severus tired. The grent cath^rai dF Sti. 
John & a good Gothic buUdmg, ^sui ita dodt 
much admired by the German*. In one <X 
tiie moft tonTptctsoiis part* t)f the towh^ k 

the 
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the late king's ftatue fet upj^ trampling upon 
mankind. I cannot, forbear faying one word 
here^ of the French ftatues (for 1 never intend 
to mention any more of them) with their giU 
ded full-bottomed wigs. If their king had 
intended to expl^efs^ in one image, ignorance. 
Hi tafte^ and vanity^ his fculptors could have 
m^de no other figure, fo proper for that pur* 
pofe^. as this ftatue,* which reprefents the odd 
mixture of an old beau, who had a mind to 
be a hero, with a bufhcl of curled hair on his 
head, and a gilt truncheon in his hand.— — 
The French have been fo voluminous on the 
hiftory of this town, I need fay nothing of it. 
The houfes are tolerably well built, and the 
Belle Cour well planted, from whence is feen 
the celebrated joining of the Soane and 
Rhone, 

** Ubi Rhodanus ingens amne prarapido fluit 
*' Ararque dubitans quo fuos flu6lus agat^ 

I have had time to fee every thing with great 
leifure, having been confined feveral days to 
this town, by afwelling in my throat, the re- 
mains 



d by Google 



1x8 LETTERS. 

mains of a fever, occafioned by a cold I got 
m the damps of the Alps. The doftors here 
threaten me with all forts of difte«pers, if I 
dare to leave them ; but I, that know the 
obftinacy of it, think it juft as poffible to con- 
tinue my .way to Paris, with it, as to go a- 
bout the ftreets of Lyons ; and am determine 
cd to purfue my journey to-morrow, in fpitc 
•f doftors, apothecaries, and fore throats. 

When you fee Lady R , tell her I 

have received her letter, and will anfwer it 
from Paris, believing that the place that fhe 
would mod willingly hear of. 

I am, isc. <bc. 






LET. 
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LET. XLIX 



TO THE LADY Rt 



PariSf Oa. lo. O. S. I7i8, . 

X Cannot givMny dear Lady R-. a 

better proof of the pleafure I have in writing 
to her, than chufing to da it in this feat of 
various amufemcnts, where I am accab/efd with 
vifits, and thofe fo full of vivacity and compli- 
-ments, that 'tis full employment enough to hear- 
ken, whether one anfwers or not. The French 
ambafladrefsatConftantinople, has a veryconfi- 
derable and numerous family here, who all come 
to fee me, and are never weary of making in- 
quiries. The aif of Paris has already had a good 
cffeft on me 5 for I was never in better health, 
though I have been extremely ill all the road 
from Lyons to this place. You may judge 
how agreeable the journey has be^n to me ; 

which 
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which did not w^nt that addition to make mc 
diflike it. I think nothings fo terrible as ol>- 
jeds of mifery, except one had the God-like 
attribute of being capable to redrefs them ; 
and all the country villages of France ihew 
nothing elfe. While the poft-horfes are 
changed, the whole town comes out to beg, 
with fuch miferable ftarvM faces, and thin tat-* 
^ tered clothes, they need no other eloquence, 
to perfuade one of the wretcbednefs of their 
condition. This is all the French magnifi* 
cencc, till you come to Fountainblcau, when 
you are fliewed one* thoufand five hundred 
rooms in the King's hunting palace. The a- 
partments of the royal family are very large, 
and richly gilt ; but I faw nothing in the ar- 
chitefture or painting worth remembering. 
The long gallery built by Henry IV. has pro- 
fpefts of all the king's houfes. Its walls are 
defigned after the tafte of thofe rimes, but ap- 
pear now very mean. The pari is, indeed, 
finely wooded and watered, tbe trees well 
grown and planted, and in the fifh-ponds 
are kept tame carp, faid to be, fome of them, 
eighty years of age. The late king paffed 

fome 
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feme itionths every year at Ais feat ; and all 
the rocks round it, by the pious fentcnces m- 
fcribed on them, fliew the devotion in fafhion' 
at his court, which I bcKcve died with him; 
^t leaft, I fee no exterior marks of it at Paris, 
where all people's thoughts feem to be oti pfe- 
fcnt diverfion* 

The fair of St. Lawreilce is now in feafon** 
You may be fure I have been carried thither, 
^nd think it much better difpofcd than ours 
of Bartholomew. The fliops being all fet in 
rows fo regularly, and well lighted, they niade 
up a very agreeable fpe£lacle. But I was 
hot at all fatisfied with the groffterte of their 
harlequin, no more than with their mufick at 
the opera, which was abominably grating, af- 
ter being ufed to that of Italy. Their houfe 
is a booth, compared to that of the Hay-mar- 
ket, and the play-houfe not fo neat as that of 
Lincoln VInn-nelds \ but then it muft be own-^ 
ed, to their praife, their tragedians are much 
beyond any of ours. I ftiould hardly allow 
Mrs. O d a better place than to be con- 
fidante to La ■ . I have fecn the tragedy 

Vol. IL F of 
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of Bajazet fo well reprefentcd, that I think 
our beft aftors can be only faid to fpeak, but 
thefe to feel j and 'tis certainly infinitely more 
moving to fee a man appear unhappy, thao 
to hear Jaim fay that he is fo, with a jolly face, 
and a ftupid fmirk in his countenance. — A 
proposal countenances, I mufttell you fome- 
thing of the French ladies j I have feen all 

ihe beauties, and fuch (I can't help maki 

ing ufe of the coarfe word) naufeous creatures! 
fo fantaftically abfurd in their drefs ! fo mon- 
iiroufly unnatural in their paints ! their hair 
cut , fhprt, and Curled round their faces, and . 
fo loaded with powder, that it makes it look 
like white wool ! and on their cheeks to their 
chins, unmercifully laid on a fhining red ja- 
pan, that gliftens in a moil flaming manner, 
fo that they feem to have no rcfemblance to 
human faces. I am a,pt to believe, that .they 
took the firft hint of their drefs, from a fair 
{hcep newly ruddled. Tis with pleafure I recol- 
le£l my dear pretty country-women : and if I 
was writing to any body jelfe, I (hould fay, that 
thefe grotefque daubers give me ftill a higher 
efteem of the natural charms of dear Lady 

R ^-'s 
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R— — 's auburne hair, and the lively co- 
lours of her unfuUied complexion. 

I am, dr. 6^c. 

P. S. I HAVE met the Abbe here, who de- 
fires me to make his compliments to you. 



* 



^ a LET. 
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idiHMi^iifa 



L E T. L. 



TO M lU T- 



Paris, Oa. i6. O. S. 1718. 

X O U fee Fm juft to my word, in writing 
to you from Paris, where I was very much 
furprifed to meet my fifter y I need not add, 
very much pleafed. She ^ little expe£led to 
fee me, as I her (having not received my late 
letters); and this meeting would fliine under 
the hand of de Scuderie; but I (hall not imi- 
tate his ftyle fo far, as to tell you how oft^n 
we embraced, how flic inquired, by what odd 
chance I returned from Conftantinople ? And 
I anfwered her hy aiking, what adventure 
brought her to Paris ? To fliorten the ftory, 
all queftions, and anfwers, and exclamations, 
and compliments being over,, we agreed up- 
on running about together, and have feen 

VerfaiUes, 
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VcrfaiUes, Trianon, ManU, and St, Qloud. 
We had an ordef for the water to play for. 
Qur diverfion, ^nd I was followed thither, by 
all the Englifh at Paris. Lown, Verf^iljes ap- 
peared to m^ rather raft tha!> heap tiful; and- 
after leaving feen the exa£^ proportions of the 
Italian bi^ildingsf, I thought th^ irregularity of. 
it ihocking. 

The king's cabinets of antiques and medals 
i» indeed ircry richly furnifhed.. Amongft 
that eoUedion none pleafed me £e^ mcll as th«* 
apothcofis of Germanieus, on a large agate, 
urfaich is <mc o£ the moft- delicate pieces of 
the kind, that I remember to have f«en.. I 
obfenred fome ancient ftatues of great value* 
Bujt the nau&ous flattery^ and tawdry pencil 
of k Brun, are equally difgufting in the gal- 
lery. I will not pretend . to defcribe to you 
tfre great apartment, the vaft variety of foun- 
tains, the theatre, 'the grove of :^ii)p'^ fables, 
6fC' all which you may read very, amply par- 
^icularifed : in . fome of the French authors, 
that have ; been . paid for thefe defcriptions. 
TxiauoUi* ,iu Jts Mttlenefs, pleafed me better 
F, 3^ than 
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than Verfaillcs; Marli, better than either of 
them, and St. Cloud beft of all, having the 
advantage of the Seine running at the bot- 
tom of the gardens, the great cafcade, <3c. 
You may find information in the aforefaid 
books^ if you have any curiofity to know the 
exa£t number of the ftatues, and how many 
feet they caft up the water. 

We faw the king's piftures in the magni- 
ficent houfe of the duke D'Antin, who has 
Ac care of preferving them till his maj'efty 
is of age. There are not many but of the 
bed hands. I looked with great pleafure on 
the archangel of Raphael, where the fenti- 
mcnts of fujJerior beings are as well expref- 
fed as in Milton. You wont't forgive me, if 
I fay nothing of th^ Thuillerxes, much finer 
than our Mall j and the Cour, more agreea- 
ble than olir Hide-Park, the high trees giving 
fliade in the hotteft fcafon. At the Louvre, 
I had the opportunity of feeing the king, ac- 
companied by the Duke regent. He is taU, 
and well fliaped, but has not the air of holding 
the crown fo many years as his great grandfa- 
ther. 
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ther. And now I am fpeaking of the court, 
I muft fay, I faw nothing in France, that de- 
lighted me fo much, as to fee an EngliO^raan 
(at leaft a Briton) abfolute at Paris ; I mean 
BUr. Law, who treats their dukes and peers 
extremely de haut en baSy and is treated by 
them with the utmoft fubmiflion and refpe£l. 
— Poor fouls f This refle£Hon on their ab- 
ject ilavery, puts me in mind of the place des 
vi5loires» but I will not take up your time, 
and my own, with fuch defcriptions, which 
are too numerous. 

In general, I think Paris has the advan- 
tage of London, in the neat pavement of 
the ftreets, and the regular lighting of them 
at nights, in the proportion of the flrects, 
the houfes being all built of ftone, and 
mod of thofe belonging to people of quali- 
ty, being beautified by gardens. But we cer*- 
tainly may boaft of a town very near twice 
as large 5 and when I have faid that, I know 
^ nothing elfe we furpafs it in. I fhall not 
continue here long; if you have any thing 
F 4 to 
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to command mc during my jBiart ftay, write 
foon, and I (hall take pleafure in obeying^ 
you. 

I am, ijC4 <&c^ 






iET. 
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LET. Li: 



T-Q T H-E A B BO T- 



DoDer, 0&. 31. O. 5- 1718, 

Jt AM wHUng to take your word for it, that 
lihall really oblige you, by letting you know, 
'as foon as poiEble, my fafe paflage over 
tie waiter. I arrived this morning at Dover, 
after being toffed a whole night in the packet- 
boat, in fo violent a manner, that the mafter, 
oonfidering thewcaknefs of his veflel, thought 
it proper to remove the mail, and give us 
Dptice of the danger. We called a little fifli- 
ing-boat, which could hardly make up to us; 
^ile all the people on board us were crying 
to heaven. 'Tis hard to imagine one's fclf in 
a fcene of greater horror than on fuch an oc- 
cafipn: and yet,lhall I own it to you? though 
I was not at all willing to be drowped, I . 
F 5 could 
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could not forbear being entertained at the 
diftrefs of a fellow-paflenger. She was an 
Englifti lady that I had met at Calais, who dc- 
fircd me to let her go over with me in my ca- 
bin. She had bought a fine point-head, 
which fhe was contriving to conceal from the 
cuftom-houfe oiHcerS. When the wind grew 
high, and our little veflel cracked, fhe fell ve- 
ry heartily to her prayers, and thought wholly 
of her foul. When k feemed to abate, fee 
returned to the worldly caie of her head-drefs,^ 
and addreflfedherfelf tome— —"Z)<?ar madam, 
** tvill you take care of this point ? if itfhoubf 

« be loji! Ah, Lordy we fball all he loft! 

** L%rd have mercy on my fauti '^-^^Pray, ma- 
** dam, take care of this head^refs.^^ This eafy 
tranfition from her foul to her head-drefs, 
and the alternate agonies that both gave hcr,^ 
made it hard to determine which ihe thought 
of greatcft value. But, however, the fcene 
was not fo diverting, but I was glad to get 
.rid of it, and he thrown into the little boai, 
though with fome hazard of breaking my 
neck. It brought me fafe hither; and I can- 
not help looking with partial eyes on my na- 
tive 
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tire land. That partiality was certainly gi- 
ven us by nature, to prevent rambling, the 
cWeQ. of an ambitious thirft after knowledge, 
which we are not formed to enjoy. All we 
get by it, is a fruitiefs defire of mixing the 
different pleafures and conveniencies which 
are given to the different pahs of the world, 
zjid camiot meet in any one of them. After 
having read all that is to be found in the lan- 
guages I am miftrefs of, and having decayed 
my fight by midnight fludies, I envy the ea- 
fy peace of mind of a ruddy milk-maid, who, 
undiflurbed by doubt, hears th^ fermon, with 
humility, every Sunday, not having confound- 
ed the fentimentff of natural duty in het 
head, by the vain enquiries of the fchools, 
who may be more learned, yet, after all, mufl 
remain as ignorant. And, after having feen 
part of Afia and Africa, and almoft made the 
tour of Europe, I think the honefl Englifii 
fquire more happy, who terily believes the 
Greek- wines lefs delicious than March beer; 
that the African fruits have not fo fine a fa- 
vour as. golden pippins; that the Beca figuas 
©f Italy are not fo well tafled as a rump of 
F 6 beef t 
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beef; and that, in ihort, there is no pcrfeft^ 
enjoyment of this life out of OH England* I 
pray God I may think fo for the reft of my 
life; and, (ince I muft be contented with, 
bur fcanty allowance of dayJight, that I 
may forget the erfivemng fun of Conftanti-- 
nopl6. 

I am^ &€• ift- 






*: ' /' t E T. 
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L E T. LIL 



TO MR. 



Dover y Nov. i. O. S. 171?. 

X HAVE this minute received a letter of 
foursy fent me horn Paris. I believe and 
' iiope I {hall very foon fee both you and Mr. 
Congreve ; but as I am here in an ian, where 
we ftay to regidate .our march to Xion- 
4on> hsLg and baggage, I ftall employ ibme of 
my leifttve iSme^in anfwering that part of 
7osir«, that feem^ to requtfe an anfwer. 

I MUST applaud your good nature^ in fup- 
pofingy that your paftoral lovers (vulgarly 
called Hay-makers) would h^ve lived in ever- 
lafting joy and harmouy.): if the iiglrtning had 
Hot iotormpted Aexr fciM»e 4A happinefs. 

I 
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I fee no reafon to imagine, that Johrt 
Hughes and Sarah Drew, wfl|p either wifer - 
or more virtuous than their neighbours. That 
a weli-fet man of twenty-five (hould have a 
fancy to marry a brown woman of eighteen, 
IS nothing marvellous; and I cannot help 
thinking, that had they married, their lives 
would have pafTed in the common track with 
their fellow parifliioners. His endeavour- 
ing to ftiield her from a ftorm, was a natu- 
ral a6lion, and what he would^ have certainly 
done for his horfe, if he had been in tlie fame 
fituation. • Neither am I of opinion, that 
their fudden death was a reward of their mu*- 
tual virtue. You know the Jews were re- 
proved for thinking a village deftroyed by 
fire, more wicked t^sm thofe that had efcaped 
the thunder. Time and chance happen, to 
all men. Since you defire me tatry my £kiU 
in an epitaph, I think the following lines 
perhaps more juft, though not fo poetical 
as yours. - 

'Here I've John Hughes^ and Sarah Drew; 
Perhaps you'll fay ^ What's that Jo ypu ? 

Believe 
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Believe me y friend^ much may be f aid 

On that poor couple that are dead. 

On Sunday next they Jhould have married\ 

But fee how oddly things are carried! 

On Thurfdaylajl it rain* d and lightened, 

The/e fender lovers Jkdly fright en* d^ 
Sheltered beneath the cocking hay^ 

In hopes to pafs the time away. 

But the BOH> THUNDER /ow/z^ them outf 

( Commijffion'dfar that end no doubt J 

Andfeizing on their trembling breathy 

Confign^d them to the Jhades of death. 

Who knows if*twas not kindly done? 

For had they feeK the^ next yearns fun, 

A beaten wife and cuckold fwain 

Had jointly cursed the marriage chain: 

Now they are happy in their doom^ 

For Pope has wrote upon thei^ 

TOMB. 

I CONFESS, thefe fentiments are not alto- 

-geth^sr fo hcroick as yours; but I hope you 

will forgive them in favour of the two laft 

lines. You fee how much I efteem the 

honour you .have done them; diOugh I am 

not 
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not very impuiontrnhzvc the fame, and hacf! 
rather coi^nue to he your ftupid living hum* 
hie fervant, than be c^eiraUd by all the::- 
pens in £.uro,pe. 

I WOULD write to Mr.C— -^; but fup-» 
pofe you wUl rea4-<W» i9 feWt if ie inquires , 
after me* . 
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♦LET. un. 



r O L A D T- 



January 13. lyij-i^* 

A FIND, after all, hj your letter of yef- 
tcrday, that Mrs. D k refohned to mar* 

TV the old greafy curate. She wma alsrays 
"high-church in an exceffive d e g r e e } and, 
you know, Ihc ufcd to fpeak of Sacheverd aa 
an apoflolic faint, who was worthy to fit in 
the lci.me place with St. Paul, if not a ftep 
above him. It is a matter, however, very 
doubtful to mc, whether it is not ftiH more 
the man, than the apqftle that Mrs. D— — 
looks to in the prefcnt alliance. Though 
at the age of forty, flie is, I affure you> 

very 

* This ana the foUowbg kttm are sow fiift fnbliibed. 
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very far from being cold and infenfiblc; 
her fire may be covered with afl^es, but it is 

not extinguifhed. Don't be deceived, 

my dear, by that prudifli and fan£iified air. 
— Warm devotions is no equivocal mark of 
warm paflions; befides, I know it is a fad, 
(of which I hav^ proofs in hand, which I 
will tell you by word of mouth) that our 
^ learned and holy prude is exceedingly dif- 
pofed to ufe the meansj fuppofed in the pri- 
mitirc comniand, let what , will come of the 
end. The curate indeed is very filthy. — • 
Such a red, fpungy^ warjty nofc ! Such a 

fqmnt? In fliort, he is ugly beyond ex- 

prefiion^ amd, what ought naturally to ren- - 
der him peculiarly difpleafing to one of Mrs. 

D 's conftitution and propenfities, he is 

ftrickenin years.. Nor do I really know how 
they will livq. He has but forty-five pounds 
a-year — fhe but a trifling fum ; £b that they 
are likely to feaft upon love and ecclefiaftical 
hiftory, which will be very empty food, with- 
out a proper mixture of beef and pudding. 
I have, however, engaged our friend, who is 
the curattfs landlord, to give them a good 

l^afci 
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leafe; and if Mrs D— — , inftead of fpend- 
ing whole days in reading Collier, Hicks, 
and vile tranflations of Plato and Epiftetus, 
will but form the refolution of taking care 
of her houfe, and minding her dairy, things 
may go tolerably. It is not likely that their 
tender loves will give them m^iny fweet bab^s 
to provide for. 

I MET the lover yefterday, going to the 
ale-houfe in his diity night-gown, with a 
book under his arm, to entertain the club ; 
and, as Mrs. D — ^-^ was wit^i me at the time^ 
I pointed out to her the charming creature : 
fhe bluflied, and looked prim ; but quoted a 
paflage out of Herodotus, in which it is faid 
that the Perfia?is woic long night-gowntk 
There is really no xnore, accouriting for the 
tafte ia nwirriagcof tnwj. of our fex, than 
there is for the appetite of your neighbour 

Mifs S y, who mak^ fuch wafte of chalk 

and charcoal, when they fall in her way. 

As marriage produces cbiWren, fa chil- 
dren produce care and difputesj. and wrang- 
ling^ 
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ling, as is faid (at leaft by old bachelors and 
old maids) is one of the fvuets of the conjqv 
gal ftate. You tell me that our friend Mrs. 
— 18, at length, blefTed with a fon, and that 
her hufband^ who is a great philofopher, (if 
his own teftimony is to be depended upon) 
infifts on h^r fuckling it herfelf. You aik 
my advice on this matter; and, to give it you 
franklyi I really think that Mr. .^s de- 

mand is unreafonable, as his wife's conftituti- 
on is tender, and her temper fretful* A true 
philofopher would confider thefe circum- 
jlanees; but a pedant is always throwing his 
fyftem in your face, and applies it equally to 
all things, times and {^aces, }uft like a taylor 
who would make a coat out of his own head». 
without any regard to the fcolk or figure of 
die perfon that muft wear it. All thofe fine- 
fpun arguments that lie has drawn from na- 
ture, to ftop your mouths, weigh, I muft 
iown to you, but vei^ little witl| me* This, 
fame Nature is, indeed, a fpecious word, nay 
there is a great deal in it> if it is properly 
ttnderftood and applied; jbut i cannot bear* 
to bear people nfing it, to juftify whu €oni- 
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mdn fenfc muft difavow. Is not nature mo- 
llified by art in many things? Was it not 
defigned to be fo? And Is it not happy for 
human fociety, that it is lb? Would you like 
to fee your hufband let his beard grow, un- 
til he would be obliged to put the end of it 
in his pocket, becaufe this beard Is the gift 
of nature? The initindis of nature ^oint 
out neither taylors, hot weavers, nor mantua- 
makers, nor femfters, nor millerters; and yet 
I am very glad that We do not run naked like 
the Hottentots. But not to wander from the 
fubjetSl— I grant that nature has furnifhed the 
mother with milk to nourifh her child ; but 
I maintain, at the faWe time, that if fhe can 
find better milk elfewhere, (he ought to pre- 
fer it without hefitation. I don't fee why 
flie fhould have more fcruple to do this, than 
her hufband has to leave the clear fountain 
which nature gave him, to quench his third, 
for ftout o£l6ber, pdrt, or claret. Indeed, if 
Mrs*—- »-^ was a buxom, fturdy woman, who 
lived oh plain food, took regular exercife, en- 
joyed proper returns of reft, and was free 
from violent paffions (which you know is not 

the 



dbyGoogk 



J4a LETTERS. 

the cafe) flie might be a good nurfc for hef 
child i but, as matters ftand, I do verily think, 
that the milk of a good comely cow, who 
feeds quietly in her ^meadow, never devours 
ragouts, nor drinks ratifia, nor frets af qua*- 
- drille, nor fits up till three in the morning, 
jftE. elated with gain, or dejefted with lofs ; I do 
think, that the milk of fuch a cow, or of a . 
nurfe that came as near it as poffible, would 
be likely to nourilh the young fquire much 
better than hers. If it be true that the child 
fucks in the mother's pafEons with her milk, 
this is a ftrong argument in favour of the 
cow, unlefs you may be afraid that the young 
fquire may become a calf; but how many 
calves are there both in ftate and church, 
who have been brought up with their mo^ ' 
ther's milk ? 

I PROMISE faithfully, to communicate to 
no mortal, the letter you wrote me laft.— -^ 
What you fay of two of the rebels lords, f^ 
believe to be true; hut I can do nothing in 
the matter. — If my projefts don't fail in the 
execution, I fhall fee you before a month 

pafTes. 
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paffes. Give my fervice to Dr. Blackbeard. 
— He is a good man, but I never faw in my life 
fuch a perfecuting face cover a humane and 
tender heart. I in>agine (within myfelf) that 
the Smithfield priefts, who burned the pro- 
. teflants in the time of Queen Mary, had juft 
fuch faces as the doctor's. If we were pa- 
pifts, I fhould like him very much for my 
confeiTor; his feeming aufterity would give 
you and I a great reputation for fanftityj 
and his good, indulgent heart, would be the 
very thing that would fuit us, in the affair of 
penance and ghoftly direction. 

Farewel, my dear Lady, ire. ^c. 



v^,-, LET- 
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LET. LIV, 



to TlHE ABfiOf- 



I 



Viennnj January 2. O. S. 171 7. 



AM really alttioft tired \tith the life of 
Vienna. I am not, indeed, an enemy to dit- 
fipation and hurry, much lefs to aiftufement 
and pleafure; But I cannot endure, long, e- 
ven plcafure, when it is fettered with forma- 
lity, and afiumes the air of fyftem. Tis 
true, I have had here fome very agreeable 
connexions; and, what will perhaps furprife 
you, I have particular pleafure in my Spanifh 
acquaintances, co\int Oropefa and general Pue- 
hla. Thefe two noblemen are much in 
good graces of the emperor, and yet 
feem to be brewing mifchief. The court 1 
Madrid cannot refled, without pain, upon the 
territories that were cut off from the Spanifli 

monarchy 



°i 

irtof 
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monarchy by the peace of Utrecht, and it 
fccms to be looking wifhfully out for in 
opportunity of getting them back again. That 
i$ a matter about which I trouble myfelf 
?ery little; let the court be in the right or 
in the wrong, I like mightily the two counts 
its minifters. I dined witTi them both fomc 
days ago at count Wurmbrand's, an aulic 
counfellor, and a man of letters, who is uni* 
verfally efteemed here- But the firft man 
at this court, in point of knowledge and a- 
byities, is certainly count Schlick, high 
chancellor of Bohemia, whofe immenfe read- 
ing is accompanied with a fine tafte and a fo- 
lid judgment; he is a declared enemy to 
prince Eugene, and a warm friend to the ho- 
ned hot-headed marfhal Staremberg. One of 
the moft accomplifhed men I have feen at 
Vienna, is the young count Tarracco, who 
accompanies the amiable prince of Portugal. 
I am almoft in love with them both, and 
wonder to fee fuch elegant manners, and fuch 
free and generous fentiments in two young 
men that have hitherto feen nothing but 
their own country. The count is juft fuch a 
Vol. II. G Roman- 
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Roman-catholick as you j he fucceeds greatly 
with the devout beauties here; his firft over- 
tures in gallantry are difguifcd under the lu« 
fcious (trains of fpiritual love, that were fung 
formerly by the fublimely voluptuous Fene- 
lon, and the tender madam Guion, who turn- 
ed the fire of carnal love to divine objefts : 
thus the count begins with .the Spirit y and 
ends generally with thtjle/bj when he makes 
his addrcfTes to holy virgins, 

I MADE acquaintance yefterday with the 
famous poet RoufTeau, who lives here under 
the peculiar proteftion of prince Eugene, by 
whofe Kberality he fubfifts. He pafles here 
for a free-thinker, and, what is ftill worfe in 
my efteem, for a man whofe heart does not 
feel the encomiums he gives to virtue and 
honour in his poems. I like his odes migh- 
tily; they are much fuperior to the lyric pro- 
duftions of our Englifli poets, few of whom 
have made any figure in that kind of poetry. 
I don*t find that learned men abound here; 
there i^, indeed, a prodigious number of al- 
chymifts at Vienna; the ^hilofopkers Jlone is 

the 
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the great objefl: of zeal and fcience; and thofc 
who have more reading and capacity than, the 
vulgar, have tranfpotted their fttperftition (ftiall 
I call it?) or fanaticifm, from religion to chy- 
miftry; and they believe in a new kind o( 
tranfubftantiation, which is defigned to make 
the laity as rich as the other kind has made 
the priefthood. This peftilential paffion has , 
already ruined feveral great houfes. There 
is fcarcely a man of opulence or fafliion, that 
has not an alchymift in his fervrcej and even 
the emperor is fuppofed to be no enemy to 
this folly, in fecret, though he has pretended 
to difcourage it in publick. 

Prince Eugene was fo polite as to ftiew 
me his library yefterday; we found him at- 
tended by Roufleau, and his favourite count 
Bonneval, who is a man of wit, and is here 
thought to be a very bold and enterprifing fpi- 
rit. The library, though not very ample, is 
well chofen ; but as the prince will admit in- 
to it no editions but what are beautiful and 
pleafing to the eye> and there are, neverthe- 
lefs, numbers of excellent books that are but 
G 2 indifferently 
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indifferently printed, this finikin and foppiih 
tafte makes many difagreeablc jchafms in this 
colleflion. The books are pompoufly bound 
in Turkey leather; and two of the nK)ft famous 
book-binders of Paris, were exprefly fcnt for 
to do this work. Bonneval pleafantly told 
me, that there w;ere fcveral quartos on the 
art of war, that were bound with the ikins of 
fpahh and joMizaries : and this jeft, which, 
was indeed elegant, raifed ^ fmile of pleafure 
on the grave countenance of the faiAous war- 
rior. The prince, who is a connoiffeur in 
the fine arts, (hewed me, with particular plea- 
fure, the famous colleftion of portraits that 
formerly belonged to Fouquet, and which he 
purchafed at an exceffire price. He has aug- 
mented it with a confiderable number of new 
acquifitions; fo that he has. now in his poffcffi- 
on fuch a colleftion in that kind, as you wiU 
fcarccly find in any ten cabinets in Europe. 
If I told you the number, you will fay that I 
make an indifcreet ufe of the permiflion to 
lie, which is more or lefs given to travellers, 
by the indulgence of the candid. 

Count 
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He is the only perfon I have excepted, this 
morning, in my general order to receive no 
company.——! think 1 fee you fmile; — but I 
am not fo far gone as to ftand in need of ab- 
fblution^ though, as the human heart is de- 
ceitful, and the count very agreeable, you 
may think, that even though I fhould not 
want an abfolution, I would, neverthelcft, 

be glad to have an indulgence* No fuch 

thing* ■ However^ as I am a heretic, and 
you no confeflbr, I fhall make no declara- 
tions on this head.- ^The defign of the 

count's vifit is a ball;;— more pleafure.— I fliall 
be furfcited* 

Adieu, 6c. 



& 3. LET. 
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LET. LV. 



TO MR* 



Sept. I. 1 717. 

W HEN I wrote to you laft, Belgrade 
was in the hands of the Turks; but, at this 
prefent moment, it has changed mailers, and 
is in the hands of the imperialifts. A janizary, 
who, in nine days, and yet without any wings 
but what a panic terror feems to have fumiih- 
cd, arrived at Conftantinople from the army 
of the Turks before Belgrade, brought Mr. 
^ W the news of a complete viSory ob- 
tained by the imperialifts, commanded by 
prince Eugene, over the Ottoman troops. It 
is faid, the prince has difcovered great con- 
^u£l and valour in this a£tion; and I am par-» 
ucularly.glad that the voice of glory and du- 
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ty has called him from the (here feveral 

'words of the manufcript are effaced^ J — l^-^o 
days after the battle, the town furrendered. 
The confternation, which this defeat has oc- 
caiioned here, is inexpreffible ; and the ful- 
tan, apprehending a revolution, from the re- 
fentment and indignation of the people, fo- 
mented by certain leaders, has begun his pre- 
-ciutions, after the goodly faihion of his blef- 
fed government, by ordering feveral perfons 
to be ftrangled, wha were the objefts" of his 
royal fufpicion. He has alfo ordered his trea- 
furer to advance fomc months pay to the ja- 
nizaries, which feems the Icfs neceflary, as 
their conduft has been bad in this campaign, 
and their licentious ferocity feems pretty 
well tamed by the publick contempt. SucK 
of them as return in ftraggling and fur 
gitive parties to the metropolis, have not fpi- 
rit nor credit enough to defend' themfelves 
from the infults of the mob} the very chil- 
dren taunt them, and the populace fpit in 
their faces as they pafs. They refufed, du- 
ring the battle, to lend their affiftance to 
fiivc the? baggage, and the military cheft, 
G 4 which. 
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which, however/ were defended by the ba- 
fliaws and their retinue, while the janizaries 
and fpahis were noUy employed m plunder- 
ing their own camp. 

You fee here, that I give you a very band^ 
fame return for your obliging letter. You 
entertain me with a moft agreeaUe account 
of your amiable connexions with moi of let* 
ters and tafte, and of the deliciotts momenta 
you pafs in their fociety under the rural fhade \ 
and I exhibit to you, in return, the barbarous 
fpedacle of Turks and Germans cutting one 
another's throats* But what can you expe^ 
from fuch a country as this, from which the 
mufes have fled, from which letters feem e* 
temally banifhed, and in which you fee, in 
private fcenes, nothing purfued as happineft^. 
but the refentments of an indolent vgluptu- 
oufnefs, and where thofe who ^Qi upon the 
publick theatre live in uncertainty, fufpicion^ 
and terror? Here, pleafure, to which I am 
n6 enemy, when it is properly feafoned, and 
of a good compofition, is furely of the cloying 
kind. Veins of witj elegant converfajtipiif 
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esSj commerce, arc unknown among the 
Turks ; and yet they feem capable of all thefe, 
a the vile fpirit of their government did not 
ftifle genius, damp curiofity, and fupprefs an 
Hundred paflions, that.embellifh and render 
life agreeable. The lufcious paffionof the fera- 
glio, is the only onealmoft that is gratified here 
to the full ; but it is blended fo with the fur- 
ly fpirit of defpotifm in one oiF the parties, 
and with the dejeftion and anxiety which' 
this fpirit produces in the other, that, to one 
of my way of thinking, it cannot appear o- 
therwajrs than as a very mixed kind of enjoy- 
ment. The women here are not, indeed, fo 
clofely confined as many have related 5 they 
enjoy a* high degree of liberty, even in the 
bofom of fervitude ; and they have methods 
of cvafion and difguife, that are very favour- 
able to gallantry 5 but, after all, they are ftill 
under uneafy apprehenfions of being difcover- 
€d 5 and a difcovery expofes them to the moft 
mercilefs rage of jealoufy, which is here a 
monfterthat cannot be fatiated but with blood. 
The magnificence and riches that reign in the 
apartments of the ladies of fafhion here, feem 
G 5 to 
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to be one of their chief pleafures, jpined wkb 
their retinue of female flavcs,^ whofc muiick« 
dancing, and drefs, amufe them highly ; but 
there is fucb an air of form and ftiffnefs a- / 
^idft this grandeur, as hinders it from plea- 
fing me at long-run^ however I was dazzled 
with it at firft fight. This ftiffhefa and for- 
mality of manners, are peculiar to the Tur- 
kifh ladies y for the Grecian belles are of quite 
another chara£ker and complexion i with 
them, pleafure appears in more engaging 
forms, and their perfons, 'manners^ converfef- 
tion and amufements, are very far from being 
deftitute of elegance and cafe.— 

I RECEIVED the news of Mr. Addifon^s 
being declared fecretary of ftate with the left 
furprife, in that I know that poft wa$ almofl: 
offered to him before. At that time he de- 
clined it i. and I really believe, that he would 
have done '\Xrcll to have declined it now. Suck 
a poft as that, and fuch a wife as the Coun- 
tefs, do not fcem to be, in prudence, eligible 
for, a man that is afthmatic ; and we may fee 
the day, when he will be heartily glad to rcfigu 

them 
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Aem both. It is well that he laid afide the 
voluminous dictionary, of which I have heard 
you or fomebodjr elfe frequently make men- 
tion. But no more on that fubjeft j I would 
aot have faid fo much, were I not aflured, 
diat this letter will come fafe and unopened 
to hand. I long much to tread on Englifli 
ground, that I may fee you and Mr. Congreve, 
^rho rendeii that, ground clajfic ground ; nor 
will you rcfufe our prefent fecretary a part 
of that merit, whatever reafons you may have 
to be diflatisfied with him in other refpeiSs. 
You arc the three happieft poets I ever heard 
of J one a fecretary of flate, the other enjoy- 
ing leifure, with dignity, in two lucrative 
employments j ' and you, though your religi- 
ous profeffion is an obflacle to court promo- 
tion, and difqualifies you from filling civil 
employments, have found t\it philofo^hersjlone ; 
fince, by making the Iliad pafs through your 
poetical crucible into an Englifti form, with- 
out lofing aught of its original beauty, you 
have drawn the golden current of Paftolus to 
Twickenham. I call this finding the philo- 
fophers ftonc, fince you alone found out the fe- 
G 6 cret. 
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crct, and nobody dfe has got into it. A— fi 
a;id T — 1 tried it, but their experiments fail- 
ed; and they loft, if not their money, 
at leaft a certain portion of their fame 
in the trial while you touched the 

mantle of the dirinc bard, and imbibed hi» 
fpirit, I hope we fliall have the Odyfley foon 
from your happy hand 5 and I think I (hall 
follow with Angular pleafure the traveller U- 
lyfles, who was an obferver of men and man- 
ners, when he travels in your harmonious 
numbers. I love him much better than the 
hot-headed Ton ofPeleus, who bullied his ge- 
neral, cried for his miftrefs, and fo on,. It 
is true, the excellence of the Iliad does not 
depend upon his merit or dignity ; but I wifli^ 
neverthelefs, that Homer had chofen a hero 
fomewhat lefs pettifli and lefs fantaftic : a 
perfeft hero is chimerical and unnatural, and 
confequently uninftruftive; but it is alfo true^ 
that while the epic hero ought to be drawn 
with the infirmities that are the lot of huma- 
nity, he ought never to be reprefented as ex- 
tremely abfurd. But it becomes me ill to 

play 
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play the critic ; fo I take my leave of you for 
this time, and defire you will believe me, witfe 
the hi^beft efteem, 

Yours, ifc. 



X 


»5^ 


X 


♦ 


iM» tar ♦ 
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* L E T. LVI. 



TO THE COUNTESS OF- 



Saturday '^^^Fhrtnce. 

X S ET out from Bologne the moment I had 
finifhed the letter I wrote to you on Monday 
laft, and fhall now contihue to inform you of 
the things that have ftruck me. moft in this- 

cxcurfion. Sad roads hilly and rocky — — 

between Bologna and Fierenzuola. Between 
this latter place and Florence, I went out of 
my rOad to vifit the monaftery of La Trappe, 
which is of French origin, and one of the 

moft 

* As chit letter is the Aipplemeiit to a precetSing ouf, which 
11 not come to the bands of the editor^ it was probably, on that 
account, fcnt without a date. It fecms evidently (o have been 
written after Lady M. W. M. had 6jied her refnience hi lu* 
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moft s^ufterc and felf-dcnying ordcrsc I havi^ 
in;et with. In this gloomy ret^^eat, it gave mc 
paiir to obferve the mfatuatioa of men, who 
have devoutly reduced themfelves to a much 
worfe condition than that of the beads. Fol- 
ly, you fee, is the lot of humanity, whether 
it arifes in the flowery paths of pleafure, or 
the thorny on>58 of an ill-judged devotion. 
But of the two forts of fools, f fhall always 
think that the merry one has the moft eligible 
fate ; and I cannot well form a notibn of that 
fpiritual and ccftatic joy, that is mixed with 
fighs, groans, hunger and thirft, and the other 
complicated miferies of monaftic difcipline. 
It is a ftrange way of going to .work for hap- 
pinefs, to excite an enmity between foul and 
body, which nature and providence have de- 
figned to live together in an union and friend- 
ftiip, and which we cannot feparate like man. 
and wife, when they happen to difagrec. The 
profound (ilence that is enjoined upon the 
monks of La Trappe, is a Angular circum- 
ftance of their unfbciable and unnatural dif- 
cipline •, and were this injunftion never to be 
difpcnfed with, it would be needlcfs to vifit 

them 
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them in any other chara£ler than as a co!le€^- 
tibn of ftatucs ; but the fuperior of the con-- 
vent fufpcnded, in our favour, that rigorous 
law,, and allowed one of the mutes to converfe- 
with mc, and anfwer a few difcreet.^ueftions.. 
He told me, that the monks of this order ia 
France, are ftill more auftere than thofe of I- 
taly, as they never tafte wine, flefh, fiflh, or 
eggs V' hut live entirely upon vegetables.. The 
ftory that is told of the inftitution of this or-^ 
der, is remarkable, and is well attefted, if my 
information be good. Its founder was a. 
French nobleman, whofe name was Bouthil-* 
lier de Ranee, a man of pleafure and gallan- 
try, which were converted into the deepeft 
gloom of devotion by the following incident. 
His affairs obliged him to abfent himfelf for 
fome time, from a lady with whom he had 
lived in the moft intimate and tender con- 
nexions of fuccefsful love. At his return to 
Paris, he propofed to furgrifc her agreeably, 
and, at the fame time, to fatisfy hi& own im- 
patient defire of feeing her, by going direft- 
ly, and without ceremony, to Jier apartment 
by a back-ftair, which be was well acquaint^ 

ed 



d by Google 



LETTERS- mi 

cd with. But think of the fpe^ack that 

prefented itfelf to him at his entrance into 
the chamber that had fo often been the fcene 
of love's higheit raptures ! his miitrefs dead 
— *— dead of the fmall-pox— disfigured be- 
yond expredion a loathfome mafs of pun 

trified matter and the furgeon feparating 

her bead from her body, becaufe the coffin 
had been made too fhort I He ftood for a 
moment motionlefs in amazement, and filled 
with horror— and then retired from the 
world, (hut himfelf in the convent of La 
Trappe, where he pafied the remainder of his 
days in the moit cruel and difconfolate devoti* 
on* Let u» quit this fad fubjeiQ:* 

I MUST not forget to tell you, that before 
I came to this monaftery, I went to fee the 
burning mountains nearFicrenzuola, of which 
the naturalifts fpeak as a great curiofity. The 
flame it fends forth is without fmoke, and 
refembles brandy fet on fire. The ground 
about it is well cultivated^ and the fire ap- 
pears only in one fpot where there is a ca- 
vity, whofe circumference is fmall, but in it 

are 
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are fevcral crevices whofe depths are un- 
known. It is remarkable, that when a piece 
of wood is thrown into this cavity, though it 
cannot pafs through the crevices, yet it is 
confumed in a moment ; and that though 
the ground about it be perfeftly cold, yet if 
a ftick be rubbed with any force againft it^ 
it emits a flame, which, however, is nei- 
ther hot nor durable like that of the 
Tolcano. If you dcfire a more circumftantial 
account of this phenomenon, and have made 
a fufficient progrefs in Italian, to read father 
Carazzi's defcription of it, you need not be 
at a lofs, for I have fent this defcription tor 
Mr. F—- , . and you have only to aflc it of 
him. After obferving the volcano, I fcram- 
bled up all the neighbouring hills, partly on 
horfeback, partly on foot, but could find no 
vcftige of fire in any of them $ though com- 
mon report would make one believe that 
they all contain volcanos. 

r HOPE you have not taken it in your head 
to expcftfrom mea defcription of the famous 
gallery hcre^ where I arrived on Thurfday at 

noon 5t 
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noon; this.woulcl be requiring a volume in- 
ftcad of a letter; befides I have as yet feen 
but a part of this immenfc treafure, and I 
propofe employing fome w€;eks more to fur- 
Tcy the whole. You cannot imagine any fi- 
tuation more agreeable than Florence. It 
lies in a fertile and fmiling valley watered 
by the Arno, which runs through the city; • 
and nothing can furpafs the beauty and mag- 
nificence of its publick buildings, particularly 
the cathedral, whofe grandeur filled me with 
aftonifhment. The palaces, fquares, foun- 
tains, ftatues, Bridges, do not only carry an 
afpe£k full ,of elegance and greatnefs, but dif- 
cover a tafte quite different, in kind, from 
that which reigns in t)ie publick edifices in 
other countries. The more I fee of Italy, 
the more I am perfuaded that the Italians 
have a ftyle (if I may ufe that exprelBon) in 
,every thing, which diftinguifhes them almoft 
effentially from all other Europeans. Where 
they have got it, whether from natu- 
ral genius, or an cieAtjmitation and inheritance, 
I fliall nc^t examine; but the faQ; is certain. 
I have been but one day in the gallery, that a- 

mazing 
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xnazrag repofitory of themoft precious remains 
of antiquity, and which alone i$ fufficicnt to 
immortalize the illuftrious houfe of Medicis, 
by whom it was built, and enriched as we now 
fee it. I was fo impatient to fee the famous. 
Venus of Medici^, that I went haftily through 
fix apartmentf, in order to get a fight of this 
divine figure, purpo&ng, when I had fatisfied 
this ardent cuiiofity, to return and view the 
reft at my leifure. * As I, indeed, paflcd: 
through the great room which contains the 
ancient ftatues^ I was ftopped ihort at view-- 
iiig the AntinouSj which ihej have placed 
near that of Adrian, t6 revive the rcmem-^ 
l»rance of their prej^ofterous loves j Srl^ich, I 
iiippofe the Florentines rather look upon as 
tn objeft of envy, than of horror and diguft. 
Thisftatue, like that of the VeijuS dc Medicis, 
fpums defcription; fiich figures my eyes ne- 
ver beheld. — I can now underftand, that O- 
vid's comparing a fine woman to a ftatue,, 
which I thought a very difobliging fimilitude, 
was the niceft and higheft peace of flattctjT. 
The Ahtinous is ' entirely naked, all. it's part^ 
are bigger than nature ; but the whole, takefi 

. together,. 
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together, and the fine attitude of the figure, 
carry fuch an exprefSon of eafe, elegance 
and grace, as no words can defcribe. When 
I faw the Venus I was rapt in wonder,— and 
I could not help calling a thought back upon 
Antinous. They ought to be placed together; 
they are worthy of each other.— If marble 
could fee and feel, the feparation might be 
prudent,— if it could only >r^, it would cer- 
tainly 4ofe its coldnefs, and learn to feel, 
and in fuch a; cafe, the charms of thefe two 
figures would produce an cffeft quite oppofite 
to that of the Gorgon's head, which turned 
flefli into ftone. Did I pretend to defcribe 
to you the Venus, it would only fet' your ima» 
gination at work to form ideas of her figure; 
and your ideas would no more refemble that 
figure, than the Portuguefe face of Mifs 

N , who has enchanted our knight, re- 

fembles the fweet and graceful countenance 

of lady , his former flame. The defcrip- 

tion of a face or figure, is a ncedlefs thing, 
as it never conveys a true idea; it only gra- 
tifies the imagination with a fantaftick one, 
until the real one is feen. So, my dear, if 

you 
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yon have a mind to form a true notion of the 
<!ivine forms and features of the Venus and 
Antinous, come to Florence. 

I WOULD be glad to oblige you and your 
friend Vertue, by executing your commiflion 
with refpeft to the fetches of RaphaeFs car- 
toons at Hamptonrcourt ; but I cannot do it 
to my fatisfadion. I have> indeed, feen, in 
the grand duke's colledion, four pieces, in 
which that wonderful artift had thrown free- 
ly from his pencil the firft thoughts and rude 
lines of fome of thefe compofitions : and as 
the firft thoughts of a great genius are pre- 
cious, thefe pieces attrafted my curiofity in a 
particular manner; but when I went to exa- 
mine them clofely, I found them fo dama- 
ged and efFaced, that they did not at all an- 
fwer my expe6tation. Whether this be ow- 
ing to negligence or envy, I cannot fay •, I 
mention the latter, becaufe it is notorious, 
that many of the modern painters have difco- 
vercd ignoble marks of envy at a view of the 
ininiitable productions of the ancients. In- 
dc'dd of employing their art to preferve the 

mafterpieces 
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mafterpieces of antiquity, they have endea- 
voured to deftroy and efface many of them. 
I have feen with my own eyes an evident proof 
of this at Bologna, where the greateft part of 
the paintings in frefco on the walls of the 
convent of St. Michael in Bofco, done by the 
Carracci, and Guido Rheni, have been ruined 
by the painters, who, after having copied 
fome qf the fined heads, fcraped them almoft 
entirely out with nails. ThuSj you fee, no- 
thing is exempt from human malignity. 

The word malignity, and a paflage in your 
letter, call to my mind the wicked wafp of 
Twickenham;' his lies affe£l me now no more; 
they will be all as much defpifed as the Ito- 
ry of the feraglio and the handkerchief, of 
which I am perfuaded he was the only inven- 
tor. That man has a malignant and unge- 
nerous heart; and he is bafe enough to aflume 
the mz(k of a moralilt, in order to decry hu- 
man nature, and to give a decent vent to his 
hatrc.l to man and woman kind. — But I mud 
quit this, contemptible fubjc61:, on which a 

jud indignation would render my pen fo fer- 
tile, 
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tile, that after having fatigued you with a long 
letter, I would furfeit you with a fupplement 
twice as long. Befides, a violent head-ach 
advertifes me that it is time to lay down my 
pen and get me to bed. I fliall fay fome 
things in my next, that I would have you to 
impart to tkitftrang£ man^ as from yourfelf. 
My mind is at prefent tolerably quiet \ if it 
were as dead to fln, as it is to certain con- 
nexions, I fhould be a great faint. Adieu, 
my dear madam. 

Yours very affcftionately, ei'c. 



LET, 
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TO MR. 



X Have been running about Paris at aftrange 
rate with my filler, and ftrange fights have 
we feen. They are at lead llrange fights to 
me 5 for after having been accuftomed to the 
gravity of Turks, I can fcarce look with an 
eafy and familiar afpeft at the levity and agi- 
lity of the airy phantoms that are dancing a- 
bout me here : and I often think that I am at 
a puppet-fliow, amidft the reprefentations of 
real life. I flare prodigioufly, but no body 
remarks it, for every body flares here; fla- 
ring is a-la-mode — there is a flare of atten- 
tion and inUrety a flare of curiofity, a flare 
of expe£lation, a flare of furprifej and it will 
greatly amufe you to fee what trifling obje£ls 
excite all this flaring. This flaring would 
VoL.TI, H have 

r 
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have rather a folemn kind of air, were it not 
alleviated by grinning; for at the end of a 
flare, there comes always a grin ; and very 
commonly, the entrance of a gentleman or 
lady into a room, is accompanied with a grin, 
which is defigned to exprefs complacence and 
focial pleafure, but really fhews nothing more 
than a certain contortion of mufcles, that 
muH make a ftranger laugh really, as they 
laugh artificially. The French grin is equal- 
ly remote from the chearful ferenity of a fmile, 
and the cordial mirth ©f an honeft Englifh 
horfe-laugh. I fhall not perhaps flay here 
long enough to form a jufl idea of French 
manners and charaftcrs, though this I believe 
would require but little fludy, as there is 
no great depth in either. It appears, on a 
fuperficial view, to be a frivolous, refllefs, 
and agreeable people. The abbot is my 
guide, and I could not eafily light upon a bet- 
ter; he tells me, that here the women form 
the character of the men ; and I am convin- . 
ccd in the perfuafion of this, by every company 
into which I enter. There feems here to be 
no intermediate ftate between infancy and 

manhood ; 
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manhood ; for as foon as the boy has quit his 
leading-ftrings, he is fet agog in the world ; 
the ladies are his tutors, they make the firft 
impreflions, which generally remain, and 
tliey render the men ridiculous, by the imita- 
tion of their humours and graces ; fo that dig- 
nity in manners, is a rare thing here before 
the age of fixty. Does not king David fay 
fome where, that Man ivalketh in a vainjhew ? 
I thinE he does; and I am furc this is pecu- 
liarly true of the Frenchman — but he walks 
merrily, and feems to enjoy the vifion; and 
may he not therefore be efteemed more happy 
than many of our foiid thinkers, whofe brows 
are furrowed by deep reflection, and whofe 
wifdom is fo often clothed with a mifty man- 
tle of fpleen and vapours ? 

What delights me moft here, is a view of 
the magnificence, often accompanied with 
tafte, that reigns in the king^s palaces and 
gardens; for* though I don't admire much 
the architefture, in which there is great irre- 
gularity and want of proportion, yet the fta- 
tues, paintings^ and other decorations, afford 
Ha me 
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mc high entertainment. One of the pieces 
of antiquity that ftruck me moft in the gar- 
dens of Verfailles, was the famous CoIoiTean 
ftatue of Jupiter, the workmanfliip of Myron, 
which Mark Anthony carried away from Sa- 
mos, and Auguftus ordered to be placed in 
^hc capitol. It is of Parian marble; and 
though it has fufFered in the ruin of time, it 
ftill • referves ftriking lines of majefty. But 
furely, if marble could feel, the god would 
frown with a generous indignation, to fee 
himfelf tranfported from the capitol into a 
. French garden ; and, after having received 
the honours of the Roman emperors, who 
laid their laurels at his feet when they return- 
ed from their conquefts, to behold now no- 
thing but frizzled beaus paifing by him with 
indifference. 

I PROPOSE fetting out foon from this place, 
fo that you are to expeft no more letters from 
this fide of the water; befides, I am hurried 
to death, and my head fwims with that 
vail variety of obje<£ls which I am obliged to 
view with fuch rapidity, the ihortnefs of my 

time 
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time not allowing me to examine them at my 
leifure. There is here an cxceffive prodigali- 
ty of ornaments and decorations, that is juft 
the oppofite extreme to what appears in our . 
royal gardens; this prodigality is owing to 
the levity and inconftancy of the French tafte, 
which always pants after fomething new, 
and thus heaps ornament upon ornament, 
without end or meafure. It is time, howe- 
ver, that I fliould put an end to my letter j 
fo I wifh you good nighty 

And am, ire* 






H3 LET. 
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LET. LVIIL 



TO THE COUNT 



Tranjlatedfrom the French^ 

X AM cliarnied, Sir, with your obliging let- 
ter j and you may perceive, by the largenefs 
of my paper, that I intend to give punftual 
anfwers to all your queftions, at Icaft if my 
French will permit me ;. for, as it is a Ian* 
guage I do not underftand to perfeftion, fo I 
much fear, that for want of expreffions, I fliall 
be quickly obliged to finifh. Keep in mind,, 
therefore, that I am writing in a foreign lan- 
guage 5 and be furc to attribute all the impef- 
tinencies and triflings dropping from my pen, 
to the want of proper words for declaring my 
thoughts, but by no means to dulnefs, or na- 
tural levity. / 

These 
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These conditions being thus agreed and 
fettled, I begin with telling you, that you 
have a true notion of the Alcoran, concerning 
which the Greek priefts (who axe the greateft 
fcoundrels in the univerfe) have Invented, out 
of their own heads, a thoufand ridiculous 
ftories, in order to decry the law of Maho- 
met 5 to run it down, I fay, without any ex- 
amination, or fo much as letting the people 
read it; being afraid, that if once they began 
to fift the defefts of the Alcoran they might 
not ftop there, but proceed to make ufe of 
their judgment about their own legends and 
fiftions, In cfFeft, there is nothing fo like 
as the fables of the Greeks and of the Maho- 
metans; and the laft have multitudes of faints, 
at whofe tombs miracles are by them faid to 
be daily performed; nor are the accounts of 
the lives of thofe blefled muflelmans much lefs 
ftuffed with extravagancies, than the fpiritual 
romances of the Greek papas. 

As to the next inquiry, I affure you, 'tis 

certainly falfe, though commonly believed in 

Qur parts of the world, that Mahomet cx- 

H 4 eludes 
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eludes women from any (hare in a future hap- 
py ftate. He was too much a gentleman, 
and loved the fair fex too well, to ufe them 
fo barbaroufly* On the contrary, he promifes 
a very fine paradifc to the Turkifh women. 
He fays, indeed, that this paradife wiH be a 
feparate plaice from that of their hun>ands ; 
but I fancy the moft part of them won't like 
it. the worfe for that; and that the regret of 
this feparation, will not render their paradife 
the lefs agreeable. It remains to tell yon^ 
that the virtues which ^Mahomet requires of 
the women, to merit tlite enjoyment of future 
happinefs, are, not to live in fuch a manner 
as to becon^e ufelefs to the world, but to em- 
ploy themfelves, as much as pof&ble, in ma- 
king little muflelmans. The virgins, who 
die virgins, and the widows who many ndt 
again, dying in mortal fin, are excluded out 
of paradife : For women, fays he, not bei^ 
capable to manage the affairs of ftate, nor to 
fupport the fatigues of war, God has not or- 
dered them to govern or refptAi the world, 
but he has entrufted them jivfth an office 
which is not lefs honourable j even that of 

multiplying 
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multiplying the human race : and fuch as 
out of malice or lazinefs, do not make it their 
bufincfs to bear or to breed children, fulfil 
not the duty of their vocation, and rebel a- 
gainft the commands of God. Here are 
maxims for you, prodigioufly contrary to 
thofe of your convents. What will become 
of your St. Catharines, your St.^ Therefasy 
your St. Claras, and the whole bead-roll of 
your holy virgins and widows ; who, if they 
are to be judged by this fyftem of virtue, will 
be found to have been infamous creatures, 
that pafled their whole lives in moft abomi- 
nable libertinifm? 

I KNOW not what your thoughts may be, 
concerning a do£lrine fo extraordinary with 
refpeft to us 5 but I can truly inform you. 
Sir, that the Turks are not fo ignorant as we 
fancy them to be, in matters of politicks, or 
philofophy, or even of gallantry. Tis true, 
that military difcipline, fuch as now pra£tifed 
in Chriftendom, does not mightily fuit them. 
A long peace has plunged them into an uni- 
Ycrfal floth. Content with their condition, 
H 5 and 
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and accuftomcd to boundlefs luxury, they are 
become great enemies to all manner of fa- 
tigues. But, to make amends, the fciences 
flourifli among them. The effendis (that is 
to fay, the learned) do very weU defence this 
name : They have no more faith in the infpi- 
ration of Mahomet, than in the infallibility 
of the pope. They make a frank profefllon 
of deifm among themfelves, or to thofe they 
can truft, and never fpeak of their law but as 
of a politic inftitution, fit now to be obferved 
by wife men,' however at firft introduced by 
politicians and enthufiafls. 

If I remember right, I think I have told 
you, in fome former letter, that, at Belgrade, 
we lodged with a great and rich eiFendi^ a 
man of wit and learning, and of a very agree- 
able humour. We were in his houfc about 
a month, and he did conftantly eat with us, 
drinking wine without any fcruple. As I 
rallied him a little on this fubjedb, he anfwer- 
cd me, fmiling, that all creatures in the 
world were made for the pleafure of manj 
-and that God would not have let the vine 

grow. 
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grow, were it 2, fin to tafte of its juice; but 
that, neverthelefs, the law, which forbids the 
ufe of it to fhe vulgar, was very wife,, be- 
caufe fuch fort of folks have not fenfe enough 
to take it with moderation. This efFendi ap- 
peared no ftrangcr to the parties that prevail 
among us: nay, he feemed to have fome know- 
ledge of. our religious difputes, and even of 
our writers ; and I was furprifed to hear 
him aik, among other things, how Mr. To- 
land didE 

My paper, large as it is, draws towards 
»n end. That I may not go beyond its li- 
mits, I mil ft leap from religions to tulips, 
concerning which you afk me news.. Their 
mixture produces furprifing efFefts. But, 
^what is to be obferved moft furprifing, are 
the experiments of which you fpeak concern- 
ing animals, and which arc tried here every 
day. The fuburbs of Pera, Jophana, and 
Galata, are coUedions of ftrangers from all 
countries of the univerfe. They have fo of- 
ten intermarried, that this forms feveral races 
of people, the oddeft imaginable. There is 
H 6 not 
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not one fingle family of natives, that can va- 
lue itfelf on being unmixed. You frequent- 
ly fee a perfon, whofe father was bom a Gre- 
cian, the mother an Italian, the grandfather 
a Frenchman, the grandmother an Armenian, 
and their anceftors Englifh, Mufcovites, Afi- 
atics, isc. 

This mixture produces creatures more ex- 
traordinary than you can imagine; nor could 
I ever doubt, but there were fcveral different 
fpecies of men; fince the whites, the woolly 
and the long-haired blacks, the fmall-eyed 
Tartars and Chinefe, the beardlefs Brafilians, 
and (to name no more) the oily-fkinned yellow 
Nova Zemblians, have as fpecifick differences, 
under the fame general kind, as greyhounds, 
maftift, fpaniels, bull-dogs, or the race of my 
little Diana, if no body is o&ndcd at the 
comparlfon. Now, as the various intermix- 
ing of thefc latter animals caufes mongrels, fp 
mankind have their mbngrels, too, divided 
and fubdividcd into, cndlefs forts. We have 
daily proofs of it here, as I told you before. 
In the fame animal is nbt feldom remarked 

the 
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t|p; Greek perfidioufnefs, the Italian diffi- 
d^^c, the Spanifh arrogance, the French 
, |»qi>acity, and, all of a fuddcn, he is fcized 
^^ft a fit of Engliih thoughtfulnefs, border- 
ing a little upon dulnefs, which many of us have 
inherited from the ftupidity of our Saxon 
progenitors. But the family which charms 
me mod, is that which proceeds from the 
fantaftical conjunftion of a Dutch -male with 
a Greek female. As thefe are natures op- 
pofite in extremes, 'tis a pleafure to obferve 
how the differing atoms are perpetually jar- 
ring together in the children, even fo as 
to produce efFefts vifiblc in their external 
form. They have large black eyes of the 
country, with the fat, white, fifhy flefh 
of Holland, and a lively air, ftreaked with 
dulnefs.. At one and the fame time, they 
(hew that love of expenfivenefs, fo univer- 
fal among the Greeks, and an inclination 
to the Dutch frugality. To give an exam- 
ple of this 'r young women ruin themfelves, 
to purchafe jewels for adorning their heads, 
while they have not the heart to buy new 
ftioesj or rather flippers for their feet, which 

are 
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arc commonly in a tattered condition •, athing^ 
fo contrary to the taftc of our Englilh 
women, that it is for {hewing how neatly 
their feet are drcffed, and for {hewing this 
only, they are fo palEonately enamoured 
with their hoop petticoats* I have abun- 
dance of other fingularities to communicate 
to you 5 but I am at the end^ both of my 
French and my paper. 
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CONCERNING 

MonfieurdelaRocHEFOUCAOLT'sMaxim — 
" That marriage is fometimts convenient, 
" but never delightfuW 



I 



T may be thought a prefumptuous at- 
tempt in me to controvert a maxim advanced 
by fuch a celebrated genius as Monfieur Ro- 
chefoucault, and received with fuch implicit 
faith by a nation which boafts of fuperior 
politenefs to the reft of the world, and which, 
for a long titne paft, has prefcribed the rules 
of gallantry to all Europe. 

Nevertheless, prompted by that ar- 
dour which truth infpircs, I dare to maintain 
the contrary, and refolutely infift, that there 
are fome marriages formed by love, which 
may be delightful, where the affections arc 

fympathetick. 
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fympathctick. Nature has prefented us with* 
pleafures fuitable to our fpecies, and we need 
only to follow her* impulfe, refined by tafte^ 
and exalted by a lively and agreeable imagi- 
nation, in order to attain the moft perfe£t 
felicity of which human nature is fufcepti- 
ble. Ambition, avarice, vanity, when enjoy* 
cd in the moft exquifite perfeftion, ^an yield 
but trifling and taftelcfs pleafures, which will 
be too inconfiderable to afFeft a mind of de- 
licate fenfibility. 

We may confider the gifts of fortune as 
fo many fteps neceflary to arrive at felicity, 
which we can never attain, being obliged 
to fet bounds to our deiires, and being only 
gratified ' with fome of her frivolous favours, 
which are nothing more than the torments of 
life, when they are confidered as the necefiary 
means to acquire or preferve a more exquifite 
, felicity. 

This felicity confifts alone in friendftiip, 
founded on mutual efteem, fixed by grati- 
tude, fupported by incUhation, and animated 

by 
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by the tender folicitudes of love, whom the 
ancients have admirably defcribed under the 
appearance of a beautiful infant : It is pleafed 
with infantine amufcments; it is delicate and 
afFeftionate, incapable of mifchief, deh'ghted 
with trifles ; its pleafures are gentle and in- 
nocent. 

They have given a very different feprc- 
fentation of another paffion, too grofs to be 
mentioned, but of which alone men, in gene- 
ral, arc fufceptiblc. This they have defcri- 
bed under the figure of a fatyr, who has more 
of the brute than of themaninbiscompofition* 
By this fabulous animal they have exprefled 
a paflion, which is the real foundation of all 
the fine exploits of modiih gallantry, and 
which only endeavours to glut its appetite 
with thepoffeffion of the ohjcSt which is mofl 
lovely in its cftimation: A paffion founded 
in injuftice, fupported by deceit, and attend- 
ed by crimes, remorfe, jealoufy, and con- 
tempt. Can fuch an affeftion be delightful 
to a virtuous mind ? Neverthelefs, fuch is 
the delightful attendant on all illicit engage- 
ments^ 
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mcntsj gallants arc obliged to abandon all 
thofc fentimcnts of honour which are infe- 
parable from a liberal education, and are 
doomed to live wretchedly in the conftant 
purfuit of what reafon condemns, to have all 
their pleafures embittered by temorfe, and to 
be reduced to the deplorable condition of ha* 
ving renounced virtue, without being able to 
make vice agreeable. 

It is impoffible to tafte the delights of love 
in pcrfe^ion, but in a well aflbrted marriage 5 
nothing betrays fuch a narrownefs of mind 
as to be governed by words* What though 
cuftom, for which good reafonsmay be affign- 
cd, has made the words hujhand and imfe 
fbmewhat ridiculous ? A hufband, in com- 
mon acceptation, (ignifies a jealous briite, a 
ftirly tyrant ; or, at beft, a weak fbol, who 
may be made to believe any thing. A wife 
IS a domeftick termagant, who is deftined to 
deceive or torment the poor devil of a huf- 
band. The conduft of married people, in 
general, fufficiently juftifies thcfe two charac* 
tcrs.. 

But,. 
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But, as I faid before, why fliould worck 
irapofe upon us? A well regulated marriage 
is not like thcfe connections of intereft or am- 
bition. A fond couple, attached to each o- 
ther by mutual afFeftion, are two lovers who 
live happily together. Though the prieft pro- 
nounces certain words, though the lawyer 
draws up certain inftruments; yet I look on 
thcfe preparatives in tlie fame light as a lover 
confiders a rope-ladder which he faftens to 
his miftrefs's window: If they can but live 
together, what does it fignify at what price, 
or by what means, their union is accomplifli- 
ed ? Where love is real, and well-founded, it 
is impoflible to be happy but in the quiet en- 
joyment of the beloved objcftj and the price 
at which it is obtained, does not leflen the 
vivacity ^nd delights of a paffion, fuch as my 
imagination conceives^ If I was inclined to 
romance, I would not pi£lure images of true 
happinefs in Arcadia. I am not prudifh e- 
nough to confine the delicacy of afFeftion to 
wifhes only. I would open my romance 
with the marriage of a couple united by fenti- 
ment, tafte, and inclination. Can we con- 
ceive 
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ccive a higher felicity, than the blending of 
their interefts and lives in fuch an union i 
The lover has the pleafore of giving his mif- 
trefs the laft teftimony of efteem and confi- 
dence ; and (he, in return, commits her peace 
and liberty to his proteflion. Can they ex* 
change more dear and affeftionate pledges^ 
Is it not natural, to give the mod incontefti- 
ble proofs of that tendernefs with which our 
minds are impreiTed? I am fenfible, that 
fome are fo nice as to maintain^ that the plea- 
fures of love arc derived from the dangers 
and difficulties with which it is attended i 
they very pertly obfcrve, that a rofe would 
not be a rofe without thorns. There are a 
thoufand infipid remarks of this fort, which 
makes fo little impreffion on me, that I am 
|)erfuaded^ was I a lover, the dread of inju- 
ring my miftrefs would make me unhappy, if 
the enjoyment of her ,was attended with dan- 
ger to herfelf. 

Two married lovers lead very diflcrcnt 
lives: They have the pleafure to pafs their 
time ia a fuccefBve intercourfe of mutual ob« 

ligatione 
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ligations and marks of benevolence*, and they 
have the delight to find, that each- forms the 
entire happinefs of the beloved objeii. Here- 
in confifts perfe£l felicity. The moft trivial 
concerns of oeconomy become noble and ele- 
gant, when they are exalted by fentimcnts 
of affection: To furnifh an apartment, is 
not barely to furnifh an apartment ; it is a 
place where I expeft my lover: To prepare 
a fupper, is not merely giving orders to my 
cook ; it is an amufement to regale the object 
I dote on. In this light, a woma'n confiders 
thefe neceflary occupations, as more lively and 
afFefting pleafures, than thofe gaudy fights 
which amufe the greater part of the fex, who 
are incapable of true enjoyment. 

A FIXED and afF»i£lionate attachment, fof- 
tens every emotion of the foul, and renders 
every objeil agreeable which prefents itfelf 
to the happy lover (I mean one who is mar- 
ried to his miftrefs)* If he exercifes any em- 
ployment, the fatigues of the camp, the trou- 
bles of the court, all become agreeable, when 
he reflects, that he endures thefe inconveni- 

encies 
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encies t;o fervc the objcft of his affeftions. If 
f 01 tunc is favourable to him, (for fuccefs docs 
not depend on merit) all the advantages it 
procures, arc fo many tributes which he thinks 
due to the charms of the lovely fair; and, 
in gratifying this ambition, he feels a more 
lively pleafure, and more worthy of an ho- 
ned man, than that of raifing his fortune, 
and gaining publick applaufe. He enjoys 
glory, titles, and riches, no farther than as 
they regard her he loves; andwhenheattrafts 
the approbation of a fenate, the applaufe of 
an army, or the commendation of his prince, 
it is her praifes which ultirtiately flatter him-. 

In a reverfe of fortune, he has the confo. 
lation of retiring to one who is afFe<3:ed by 
hisdifgrace; and, locked in her embraces, he 
has the fatisfaftion of giving utterance to 
the following tender refleftions : " My 'hap- 
" pinefs does not depend on the caprice of 
** fortune; I have a conftant afylum againft 
" inquietude. Your efteem renders me in- 
" fenfibleof the injuflicc of a court, or the 
" ingratitude of a mailer ; and my lofles af- 
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** ford me a kind of plcafurc, fincc they 
** furnifh me with frcfli proofs of your 
*' virtue and affe6lion. Of what ufe is 
" grandeur to thofe who are already happy? 
" We have no need of flatterers, we want no 
*' equipages; I reign in your afFeftions, and 
•* I enjoy every delight in the pofleflion of 
** your perfon." 

s 

In fhort, tliere is no fituation in which 
melancholy may not be aiTuaged by the com- 
pany of the beloved objeft. Sicknefs itfelf 
is not without its alleviation, when we have 
the pleafure of being attended by her v;e 
love. I ihould never conclude, if I at- 
tempted to give a detail of all the delights of 
an attachment, wherein we meet with every 
thing which can flatter the fehfes with the 
mofl lively and diiTufive raptures. But I 
mud not ojnit taking notice of the pleafure 
of beholding the lovely pledges of a tender 
friendfliip, daily growing up, and of amufing 
ourfelves, according to our different fexes, 
in training them to perfcftion. We give way 
to this agreeable inftinft of nature, refined 

by 
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by love. In a daughter, we praife the beau- 
ty of her mother 5 in a fon, we commend the 
imderftanding, and the appearance of innate 
probity, which we cfteem in his father It 
is a pleafure which, according to Mofes, the 
Almighty himfelf enjoyed, when he beheld 
the work of his hands, and faw that all was 
good. 

Speaking of Mofes, I cannot forbear ob- 
ferving, that the primitive plan of felicity in- 
finitely furpafles all others ; and I cannot 
form an idea of paradife, more like a paradife, 
than the ftate in which our firft parents were 
placed : That proved of fhort duration,, be- 
caufe they were unacquainted with the world 5 
and it is for the fame rcafon, that fo few 
love-matches prove happy. Eve was like a 
filly child, and Adam. was not much enligh- 
tened. When fuch people come together, 
their being amorous is to no-purpofe, for their 
affeftions muft neceflarily be fliort-lived. In 
the tranfports of their love,' they form fuper- 
natural ideas of each other. The man thinks 
his miilrefs an angeJ, bccaufe fhe is hand- 

fome J 

Digitized by Google 



I 



C 193 3 

feme 5 and fhe is enraptured with the meiit ot 
her lover, becaufe he adores her. The firft 
decay of her complexion deprives her of his 
adoration; and the hufband, being no longer 
an adorer, becomes hateful to her, who had 
no other foundation for her love. By de- 
grees, they- grow difguftful to each other j 
and, after the example of our firft parents, 
they do not fail to reproach each other with 
the crime of their mutual imbecility. After 
indifference, contempt comes apace, and they 
are convinced, that they muft hate each other, 
becaufe they are married. Their fmalleft de- 
feats fwell in each other's view, and they grow 
blind to thofe charms, which, in any other 
obje£l, would affeft them. A commerce 
founded merely on fenfation, can be attended 
with no other confequences. 

A MAN, when he marries the objeft of 
bis affeftions, fhould forget that fhe appears 
to him adorable, and fhould confider her 
merely as a mortal, fubjeft to diforders, ca- 
price, and ill temper ; he fhould arm him- 
felf with fortitude, to bear the lofs of her 

Vol. II. I beauty, 
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6eauty, ami fliould provide himfcif with 
a fund of complaifance, which is requifitc 
to fupport a conftant intercourfe with a per- 
fon, even of the higheft underflanding and 
the greateft equanimity. The wife, on the 
other hand, fhould not cxpeft a continued 
courfe of adulation and obedience; (he 
fliould difpofe herfelf to obey in her turn with 
a good grace: a fcicnce very difficult to attain, 
and ronfequently the more cftimable in the 
opinion of a man who is fenfible of the' me- 
rit. She ihould endeavour to revive the charms 
of the miftrcfs, by the folidity and good fcnfe 
of the friend. 

When a pair who entertain fuch rational 
fentiments,are united by indiffbluble bonds, all 
nature fmiks upon them, and the moff com- 
mon objefls appear delightful. In my opi- 
nion, fuch a life is infinitely more happy and 
more voluptuous, than the mofl ravifliing and 
beft regulated gallantry. 

A WOMAN who i« capable of refieftion, 
can confider a gallant in no other light, 

thaa 
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than t^at of a feducer, who would take ad- 
vantage of her weaknefa, to procuie a mo- 
mentary pleafure, at the expence of her glo- 
ry, her peace, her honour, and, perhaps, her' 
life. A highwayman who claps a piftol to 
your bread, to rob you of your puifc', is 
lefs diihoneft and lefs guilty; and I have fo 
good an opinion of myfelf, as to believe, 
that if I was a man, I fliould be as capable 
of affuming the chari<3er of an aflaffin, as 
that of defiling an honeft woman, efteemed in 
the world, and happy in her hufband, by in- 
fpiring her with a paihon, to which (he muft 
facrifice her honour, her tranquillity, and her 
virtue. 

Should I make her defpicable, who ap- 
pears amiable in my eyes ? Should I reward 
her tendemefs, by making her abhorred by 
her family, by rendering her children indiffe- 
rent to her, and her hufband deteflible? I 
believe that thefe refledions would have ap- 
peared to' me in as ftrong a light, if my fex 
had not rendered them excufable in fuch cafes 5 
and I hope, that I fliould hare had more fenfe, 
1 2 than 
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than to imagine vice the Icfs vicious, bccaufc 
it is the fafhion. 

N. B. I A M much pleafed with the Turkifh 
manners; a people, thpugh ignorant, yet, in 
my judgment, extremely polite-. A gallant, 
convifted of having debauched a married wp- 
man, is regarded as a pernicious being, and 
held in the fame abhorrence as a proftitute 
with us. He is certain of never making his 
fortune-, and they would deem it fcandalous 
to confer any confiderable employment on a 
man fufpeftedof having committed fuch e- 
normous injuftice. 

What would thefe moral people think 
of our antiknights-errant, who are ever in 
purfuit of adventures to reduce innocent vir- 
gins to diftrefs, and to rob virtuous women 
of their honour; who regard beauty, youth, 
rank, nay virtue itfelf, as fo many incentives, 
which inflame their defires, and render their 
efforts more eager; and who, priding them- 
felves in the glory of appearing expert fedu- 
cers, forget, fhat with all , their endeavours, 

they 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



they can only acquire the fecond r^nk in that 
noble order, the devil having long fince been 
in pofleffion of the firft ? 

Our barbarous manners are fo well cal- 
culated for the eftablifhment of vice and 
wretchednefs, which are ever infeparable,, 
that it requires a degree of underftand- 
ing and fenfibility, infinitely above the 
common, to relifli the felicity of a mar- 
riage fuch as I have dcfcribed. Nature is 
fo weak, and fo prone to change, that it is 
difficult to maintain the bed grounded con- 
ftancy, in the midft of thofe diffipations, 
which our ridiculous cuftoms have rendered 
unavoidable. 

It muft pain an amorous hufband, to fee 
his wife take all the fafliionable liberties; 
it feems harflx not to allow them; and, to 
be conformable, he is reduced to the neceffi- 
ty of letting every one take them that will, 
to hear her impart the charms of her under- 
ftanding to all the world, to fee her difplay 
her bofom at noon-day, to behold her be- 
1 3 deck 
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deck hcrfelf for the ball, and for the play, 
and attract a thoufand and a thoufand ador'- 
crs, and lillen to the infipid flattery of a 
thoufand and a thoufand coxcombs. I5 
it poffible to prcferve an efteem for fuch a 
creature? or at leaft, muft not her value be 
greatly diminiflicd by fuch a commerce? 

^'must ftill refort to the maxims of the 
Eatt, where the muft beautiful women are 
content to confine the power of their charms 
to him who has a right to enjoy them^ and 
they are too fincere^ not to confefs, that 
they think themfelves capable of e^ccitiog de- 

I RECOLLECT a convcrfation that I had 
with a lady of great quality at Conftantino- 
pie, (the moft amiable woman I ever knew 
in my life, and with whom I afterwards con# 
traacd the clofeft fricndfliip.) She frankly 
acknowledged, that fhe was fatisficd with her 
hufband. What libertines, faid flic, you 
Chriftian ladies are ! You are permitted 
to receive vifits from as many men as you 

think 
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think proper, and your laws allow you the 
unlimited ufe of love and wine. I afi'ured 
her, that flie was wrong informed, and that 
it was criminal to liften to, or to love, any 
other than our hufbands. " Your huibands 
** are great fools/' fhe replied fmiling, " to 
** be content with fo precarious a fidelity. 
•* Your necks, your eyes, your hands, your 
•' convcrfation are all for the publick, and 
^* what do you pretend to referve for them ? 
•' Pardon me, my pretty fultana, (he added, 
** embracing me, I have a ftrong inclination 
•• to believe all that you tell me, but you 
•* would impofe impoffibilities upon me. I' 
•* know the filthinefs of the infidels ; I per- 
** ceivc that you are afhamed, and I will fay 
•* no more." 

I FOUND fo muchg^d fcnfe and proprie- 
ty in what (he faid, that I knew not how to 
contradift herj and, at length, I acknow* 
ledged, that (he had reafon to prefer the Ma- 
hometan manners to our ridiculous cuftoms, 
which form a confufed medley of the rigid 
maxims of Chriftianity, with all the Jiber- 
I 4 tinifm 
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linilm of the Spartans: And, notwithftand- 
ing our abfurd manners, I am pcrfuaded^ that 
a woman who is determined to pla^e her bap- 
pinefs in her hulband's affe£lions, Ihould a- 
bandon the extravagant dcfire of engaging 
publick adoration; and that a hufband, who 
tenderly loves his wife, fhould, in his turn^ 
give up the reputation of being a gallant. 
You find that I am fuppofing a very extraor- 
dinary pair; it is not fo very furprifing, there- 
fore> that fuch an union fhould be uncommon 
in thofe countries, where it is r^quifite to 
conform to cftahliflicd cuftoms, in ordec to be 
happy. , 
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VERSES 

Written in the Chiajk at Pera^ overlooking 
Conjiantinopje, December 26, 171 8. 

By Ladt Mart Wortlet Montague. 

VjrIVE me, great God ! faid I, a littl^ farm, 
In fummer Qiady, and in winter warm j 
Where a clear fpring gives birth to murmur- 
ing brooks. 
By nature gliding down the mofiy rocks. * 
Not artfully by leaden pipes convey'd. 
Or greatly falling in a forc'd cafcade^ 
Pure and unfully'd" winding thro' the fhade. 
All-bounteous Heaven has added'to my prayer 
A foifter climate, and a purer air. ' '^ ^ 

Our frozen isle now chilling winter 
binds, ' ' i ' 

Deform'd by rains,- and rough with biafting 
winds \ -^' 

I 5 The 
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The wither'd woods groAv white with hoary 

froft. 
By driving ftorms their verdant beauty loft ; ' 
The trenibling birds their leaflefs covert ftiun. 
And feek in diftant climes, a warmer fun : 
The water-nymphs their filent urns deplore, 
Ev'n Thames benumb'd 's a river now no 

more : 
The barren meads no longer yield delight. 
By glift'ring fnows made painful to the fight. 

HERE fummer reigns with one eternal 

fmile. 
Succeeding harvefts blefs the happy foil. 
Fair fertile fields, to whom indulgent Heaven 
Has ev'ry charm of ev'ry feafon given ; 
No killing cold deforms the beauteous year. 
The fpringing flowers no coming winter jfear. 
But as the parent Rofe decays and dies^ 
The infant-buds with brighter colour rife. 
And with frefh fweets the mother's fccnt j 

fupplies, V 

Near them the Violet ^rows with odours bleft. 
And blooms in more than Tyrian purpl^ 

dreft i 

The 
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5!hc rich Jonquils their golden beams 4ifplayi 

And fhine in glory's emulating day \ 

The peaceful groves their verdant leaves' 

retain. 
The ftreams ftill murmur, undefil'd with 

rain, 

And towering greens adorn the fruitful 
plain. 

The Warbling kind uninterrupted fing, 

Warmfd with enjoyments of perpetiuil fpring. 



Here^ at my window, I at once furvcy 
"The crowded city and refounding fea \ 
In diftant views the jifian mountains rife. 
And lofe their fno-wy fummits in the fkies j 
Above thefe mountains proud Olympus towers. 
The parliamental feat of heavenly powers. 
New to the fight, my ravifh'd eyes admire 
Each gilded crefcent and each antique fpire. 
The marble mofques, beneath whofe ample 

domes 
Fierce warlike /J/fr^;2X flecp in peaceful tombs j 
Thofc lofty ftruftures, once the Chriflians bo^ft. 
Their names, their beauty, and their honours 

loft; 

I 6 Thofe 
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Thofc altars bright with gold and fculpturc^ 

gracM, 
By barbarous zeal of favagc foes defac'd ; 
Sophia alone her ancient name retains, 
Tho* unbelieving vows her ftirine profanes ; 
Where holy faints have died in facred cells. 
Where monarchs pray'd, the frantic Dervifc 

dwells. 
How art thou fallen, imperial city, low ? 
Where are thy hopes of Roman glory now ? 
Where are thy palaces by prelates rais'd ? 
Where Grecian artifts all their (kill dif- 

play'd. 

Before the happy fcienccs decayed 5 J 

So vaft, that youthful kings might here refide. 
So fplendid, to content a patriarch's pride ; 
Convents where emperors profefs'd of old. 
Their labour'd pillars that their triumphs 

told ; 
Vain monuments of them that once, were 

great, 
Sunk.undiftinguifh'd by one common fate •, 
One little fpot, the tenure fmall contains. 
Of Greek nobility, the poor remains. 

Where 
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Where other Helens^ with Kke powerfuf 

charms, 
Had once engag'd the warring world in arms^ f 
Thofe names whicb royal anceftqrs can boaft^ 
In mean mechanic arts obfcurely loft j 
Thofe eyes a fecond Homer might infpire, 
FixM at the loom deftroy their ufelefs fire ; 
Grieved at a view which ftruck upon my 

mind 
The fhort-liv'd vanity of human kiqd. 



In gaudy objeft I indulge my fight. 
And turn where Eafiern pomp gives gay de 

light; 
See the vaft train in various habits dreft. 
By the bright fcimitar and fable veft. 
The proud vizier diftinguifh'd o'er the reft 5 
Six flaves in gay attire his bridle hold^,*^' 
His bridle rich with gems, and ftirru'ps gold 5 
Hi^fnowy fteed adom'd with coftly pride. 
Whole troops of foldiefs mounted by his 

fide, 
Thefe top the plumy creft Arabian cour- 
tiers guide. 

With 
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With artful duty all decline their eyes^ 
No bellowing (houts of noify crowds arife ; 
Silence, in folemn (late, the march attends^ 
Till at the dread divan the flow procefiion ends. 



Yet not thefe profpeAs all profufely gay. 
The gilded navy that adorns the fea. 
The ridng citf m confuiion fair^ 
Magnificently form'd irregular ^ 
Where woods and palaces at once furprife^ 
Gardens on gardens, domes on domes arife, ' 
And endlefs beauties t;ire the wand'riageyc^j 
So fqoth my wifhes^ or lb cliarm my mind. 
As this retreat fecure from human kind. 
No knave's fuccefsful craft docs fpleen excite, 
Nb coxcomb^s tawdry fplendor ibocks myftghtj 
No mob-alarm awakps my female fc^i ^ 
No prailie,my mind, nor envy hurts. my ear, > 
Ev'n fame itfelf can hardly reach nic here : J 
Impertinence with all her tattling train. 
Fair-founding flattery's delicious bane j 
Cenforiotts folly, noify party-rage, 1 

The thoufand tongues with which, flic piuft 

engage. 
Who dares have virtue in a vicious age. J 



\ 
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VERSES 

TO THE 

Lady Mary Wortley Montague> 
By Mr. POP E. 

I. 

XN beauty or wit. 

No mortal as yet 
To queftion your empire has darM ; 

But men of difcerning 

Have thought that in learning. 
To yield to a lady wag hard. 

IL 

Impertinent fchools. 

With mufty dull rules. 
Have reading to females deny'd j 

So Papifts refufe 

The BIBLE to ufe, 
Left flo9^s (hould be wife as their guide. 

IIL Twas 
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in- 

Twas a woman at firft 

(Indeed flic was curft) 
In knowledge that tailed delight^ ; ^ 

And fages agree. 

The laws fliould decree 
To the firft poffeffor the right. 

Then bravely, fair dame. 

Renew the old claim. 
Which to your whole fex does belong^. 

And let men receive. 

From a fecond bright Eve, 
The knowledge of right and of wrong*. 

V. 

But ifthc firft Eve 

Hard doom did receive. 
When only one apple had flie. 

What a punifhment new 

Shall be found out for you. 
Who tafting have roBVd the whole tree? 
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Verfes to the Lady Mary Woitley Montague.^ 
By Mr. Pope.^ 
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